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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
Fish and Wildlife Service

Proposed Information Collection to be

Submitted to the Office of Management
and Budget (OMB) for Approval Under

the Paperwork Reduction Act

AGENCY: Fish and Wildlife Service,
Interior.

ACTION: Proposed information
collection; request for comments.

SUMMARY: The collection of information
described below will be submitted to
OMB for approval under the provisions
of the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995.
Copies of specific information collection
requirements, related forms and
explanatory material may be obtained
by contacting the Information Collection
Clearance Officer of the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service at the address and/or
phone numbers listed below. An
emergency request for clearance is
currently being submitted to OMB for
this information collection requirement.
DATES: Consideration will be given to all
comments received on or before March
10, 1998.
ADDRESSES: Comments and suggestions
on specific requirements should be sent
to the Information Collection Clearance
Officer, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service,
MS 222 ARLSQ, 1849 C Street, N.W.,
Washington, D.C. 20240.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: E.
LaVerne Smith, Chief, Division of
Endangered Species, 703/358-2171.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service (Service)
proposes to submit the following
information collection requirements to
the Office of Management and Budget
(OMB) for review and approval under
the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995,
Pub. L. 104-13. Comments are invited
on (1) whether the collection of
information is necessary for the proper
performance of the functions of the
agency, including whether the
information will have practical utility;
(2) the accuracy of the agency’s estimate
of burden, including the validity of the
methodology and assumptions used; (3)
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and
clarity of the information on those who
are to respond, including through the
use of appropriate automated,
electronic, mechanical, or other
technological collection techniques or
other forms of information technology.
The information collections in this
program will not be part of a system of
records covered by the Privacy Act (5
U.S.C. 552(a)).

Experimental populations established
under section 10(j) of the Endangered

Species Act of 1973 (ESA), as amended,
require information collection and
reporting to the Service. Section 9 of the
ESA describes prohibited acts involving
threatened or endangered species (16
U.S.C. section 1538 (a)(1)(B)). There are
three major categories of information
collected under the already issued
experimental population rules. To date
these categories have encompassed
information relating to: (1) The general
taking or removal of individuals of an
experimental population, and (2) the
authorized taking of individuals related
to reports of depredation on livestock or
pets caused by individuals that are part
of an experimental population and (3)
the collection of specimens or the
recovery of dead animals that are part of
an experimental population. These three
categories have adequately described
the types of information needed to
evaluate the efficacy of the program and
are expected to continue to accurately
describe activities under the program.

Because individuals of designated
experimental populations for species
listed as threatened or endangered
under the ESA are categorically
protected, documentation of human-
related mortalities, recovery of dead
specimens and other types of take
related to the status of experimental
populations is important to the Service
in order to monitor the success of
reintroduction efforts, and recovery
efforts in general. In order to minimize
potential conflict with humans which
could undermine recovery efforts,
livestock depredations connected with
experimental populations of listed
species require prompt attention for
purposes of determining the location,
timing, and nature of the predatory
behavior involved, accurate
determination of the species responsible
for a livestock kill, and the timely
application of necessary control
measures. The Service, in cooperation
with the USDA/APHIS Division of
Wildlife Services or other cooperating
State or Federal agencies, relies on
prompt public reporting of depredation
in order to resolve livestock related
problems, and therefore a time sensitive
requirement for reporting problems
(generally within 24 hours) to the
appropriate Service office is necessary.
Information collection is achieved
primarily by means of telephone calls
by members of the public to Service
offices specified in the individual rules
(some may choose to use facsimile or
electronic mail). Information required is
limited to the identity of the caller,
species involved, time and place of an
incident, the type of incident, and
circumstances related to the incident

described. The vast majority of the
information supplied to the Service as a
result of experimental population
regulations, is provided by cooperating
State and Federal agencies under
cooperative agreement. However, some
of the information collected by the
Service under the experimental
population rules is provided by the
public.

The collected information can be
separated into three categories; general
take or removal, depredation related
take, and specimen collection. General
take or removal information refers to
human related mortality including
unintentional taking incidental to
otherwise lawful activities (e.g. highway
mortalities), take in defense of human
life, take related to defense of property
(if authorized) or take in the form of
authorized harassment. Most contacts
related to this type of information
collection are in regard to sightings of
experimental animals, or the
inadvertent discovery of an injured or
dead individual. Depredation related
take refers to the reporting of take for
management purposes, where livestock
depredation has been documented or
may include authorized harassment or
lethal take of experimental animals in
the act of attacking livestock. The
information collection required by the
rules for this type of take include the
necessary follow-up reports after the
Service has authorized harassment or
lethal take of experimental animals in
relation to confirmed instances of
livestock depredation or in defense of
human life. Specimen collection is for
the purpose of documenting incidental
or authorized scientific collection. Most
of the information collection
requirement for this take pertains
primarily to the reporting of sightings of
experimental population animals or the
inadvertent discovery of an injured or
dead individual. Information collection
is required for necessary follow-up
reports when the Service has authorized
take of experimental animals for
specimen collection.

The standard information collection
includes the name, address, and phone
number of the reporting party, location
and time of the reported incident,
species of experimental population
involved. Reporting parties include, but
are not limited to, individuals or
households, farms, businesses, and
other non-profit organizations. The
reporting of specimen collections,
recovery, or even the reporting of dead
individuals from experimental
populations is important to the Service’s
efforts in monitoring these individuals
and for other scientific purposes.
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Because the number of reports
generated annually by the general
public (rather than cooperating agencies
or separately permitted individuals)
under these rules is extremely small (far
less than one report per year, per rule)

and to assure thorough documentation
of results, the Service is estimating the
number of expected reports to assume a
maximum number per year based on
allowance for increased population size

and public awareness of experimental
populations.

The following experimental
populations described under Title 50 of
the Code of Federal Regulations contain
information collection requirements:

50 CFR section

Species (scientific name)

Type of reporting

17.84(C) evvvrieiieiieeiieeieee Red Wolf (Canis rufus)

17.84(Q) weevereeeeneeienenieens

17.84(h) .... Whooping crane (Grus americana)
17.84(1) vovevereeeeeeeee

17.84(1) voveveieeieeeeee

Proposed Rules:
17.84(k) (61 FR19237)

17.84(l) (62 FR 35762)

Black footed ferret (Mustela nigripes) ............ccccccvvevennee.
Gray wolf (Canis lupus)
California condors (Gymnogyps californianus) ................
Mexican wolf (Canis lupus baileyi)

Grizzly bear (Ursus horribilis)

Take in defense of human life, incidental take. Take re-
lated to livestock depredation.

Incidental take, specimen collection/reporting.

Specimen collection/reporting.

Take in defense of human life, incidental take. Take re-
lated to livestock depredation.

Specimen collection/reporting, incidental take.

Take in defense of human life, incidental take. Take re-
lated to livestock depredation.

Take in defense of human life, incidental take. Take re-
lated to livestock depredation.

Title: Endangered and threatened
Wildlife, 50 CFR 17.84, Experimental
populations.

Description of respondents: private

individuals and households, businesses,

not-for-profit organizations, and farms.

Bureau form number: N/A.
Frequency of collection: On occasion.

BURDEN ESTIMATES FOR REPORTING REQUIREMENTS FOR EXPERIMENTAL POPULATIONS—ENDANGERED SPECIES

Average
time re- Total annual
No. of re- :
Type of report quired per burden
spondents report (hours)
(minutes)
General take OF FEIMOVAI 2 ...........oiiiiiiie e s 12 15 3
Depredation related take® ... 12 15 3
SPECIMEN COIBCHONC ...ttt e st e e eb b e e e e kb e e e sabb e e e sabe e e e saee e e e beeeeanbeeeannneeean 12 15 3

aGeneral take or removal includes human related mortality including unintentional taking incidental to otherwise lawful activities (e.g. highway
mortalities), take in defense of human life, take related to defense of property (if authorized) or take in the form of authorized harassment.

bDepredation related take is take for management purposes where livestock depredation has been documented and may include authorized
harassment or authorized lethal take of experimental animals in the act of attacking livestock.

cSpecimen collection, recovery, or reporting of dead individuals from experimental populations for documentation purposes or authorized sci-

entific collection purposes.

Dated: January 5, 1998.
Gerry A. Jackson,
Assistant Director—Ecological Services.
[FR Doc. 98-501 Filed 1-8-98; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4310-55-P

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
Fish and Wildlife Service

Notice of Availability of a
Comprehensive Conservation Plan for
Occoquan Bay National Wildlife
Refuge, Woodbridge, VA

SUMMARY: This notice advises the public
that the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
(Service) will make available a
Comprehensive Conservation Plan
(CCP) for Occoquan Bay National
Wildlife Refuge, Woodbridge, Virginia.
The Service is furnishing this notice in
compliance with Service CCP policy:

(1) To advise other agencies and the
public of our intentions, and

(2) To notify the public that a Finding
of No Significant Impact and
Environmental Assessment have been
completed.

DATES: Distribution of the final CCP,
Finding of No Significant Impact, and
Environmental Assessment began the
week of December 29, 1997. Documents
will be available January 5, 1998.

ADDRESSES: Address questions and
requests for plans to the following:
Refuge Manager, Mason Neck National
Wildlife Refuge, 14344 Jefferson Davis
Highway, Woodbridge, Virginia, (703)
690-1297.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: By federal
law, all lands within the National
Wildlife Refuge System are to be
managed in accordance with an
approved CCP. The CCP guides
management decisions and identifies
refuge goals, long-range objectives, and
strategies for achieving refuge purposes.
The planning process considered many
elements, including habitat and wildlife

management, public use, and cultural
resources. The CCP will provide other
agencies and the public with a clear
understanding of the desired conditions
for the Refuges and how the Service will
implement management strategies.
Public input was solicited through open
houses, public meetings, workshops,
and comments on the draft CCP. The
draft CCP/Environmental Assessment
(EA) was made available for public
comment in late August 1997. A revised
plan/EA reflecting comments and
changes has been prepared along with a
Finding of No Significant Impact.

This project was conducted in
accordance with the requirements of the
National Environmental Policy Act of
1969, as amended (42 U.S.C. 4321 et
seq.), NEPA Regulations (40 CFR parts
1500-1508), other appropriate Federal
laws and regulations, including the
National Wildlife Refuge System
Improvement Act of 1997, Executive
Order 12996, and Service policies and
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