
7192 Federal Register / Vol. 63, No. 29 / Thursday, February 12, 1998 / Notices

To ensure that the full range of issues
related to this proposed action are
addressed and all significant issues
identified, comments and suggestion are
invited from all interested parties.
Comments or questions concerning
these proposed actions and EIS should
be directed to the FHWA at the address
provided above.
(Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance
Program Number 20.205, Highway Research,
Planning and Construction. The regulation
implementing Executive Order 12372
regarding intergovernmental consultation of
Federal programs and activities apply to this
program)

Issued on: February 3, 1998.
Renee Sigel,
Planning, Research and Environment Team
Leader, Baltimore.
[FR Doc. 98–3590 Filed 2–11–98; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4910–22–M

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Research and Special Programs
Administration

[Notice No. 98–2]

Hazardous Materials in Intrastate
Commerce: Public Meetings Related to
Implementation and Compliance

AGENCY: Research and Special Programs
Administration (RSPA), DOT.
ACTION: Notice of public meetings.

SUMMARY: This notice announces a
series of four public meetings to provide
information and accept questions
regarding regulations issued under
Docket HM–200, ‘‘Hazardous Materials
in Intrastate Transportation,’’ published
in the Federal Register on January 8,
1997 (62 FR 1208). The regulations
require that most intrastate shippers and
carriers comply with the Hazardous
Materials Regulations (HMR) and
provide a number of exceptions to
reduce regulatory burdens. The
meetings are intended to assist in
understanding and complying with the
new requirements.
DATES: Public Meetings. Public meetings
will be held as follows:

(1) March 26, 1998 in Lincoln,
Nebraska;

(2) April 7, 1998 in Irving, Texas;
(3) April 22, 1998, in Decatur,

Georgia; and
(4) May 5, 1998, in Seattle,

Washington.
ADDRESSES: Meetings. See
Supplementary Information for specific
times, locations and agendas.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Diane LaValle, Office of Hazardous

Materials Standards, (202) 366–8553,
Research and Special Programs
Administration, 400 Seventh Street, SW,
Washington, DC 20590–0001. E-mail
address: rules@rspa.dot.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
On January 8, 1997, RSPA published

a final rule in the Federal Register (62
FR 1208) which amended the Hazardous
Materials Regulations (HMR; 49 CFR
parts 171–180) to expand the scope of
the regulations to include most
intrastate transportation of hazardous
materials. RSPA also provided
exceptions to the regulations to reduce
the impact on persons newly subject to
the HMR and others. Exceptions for
agricultural operations are found in
§ 173.5; exceptions for materials of trade
(MOTS) are found in § 173.6; and
exceptions for non-specification
packagings for flammable liquid
petroleum products are found in
§ 173.8. As part of an outreach program
to assist the public in understanding
and complying with these regulations,
RSPA is holding four public meetings.

Conduct of Meetings

Meetings will be informal, intended to
produce dialogue between agency
personnel and those persons affected by
the expansion of the scope of the HMR.

Meeting Schedule and Agendas

The public meetings will be held at
the following locations:

(1) March 26, 1998, from 9 a.m. to 12
noon in Lincoln, Nebraska, Best
Western Airport Inn, I–80 and Airport
Exit #399, (402) 475–9541;

(2) April 7, 1998, from 9 a.m. to 12
noon in Irving, Texas, Wilson World
Hotel, 4600 West Airport Freeway, (972)
513–0800;

(3) April 22, 1998, from 9 a.m. to 12
noon in Decatur, Georgia, Holiday Inn
Hotel & Conference Plaza, 130
Clairemont Avenue, (404) 371–0204;
and

(4) May 5, 1998, from 9 a.m. to 12
noon in Seattle, Washington, Double
Tree Hotel, 18470 Pacific Highway
South, (206) 439–6130.

If there is interest, the meetings will
resume after lunch.

Issued in Washington, DC on February 6,
1998 under authority delegated in 49 CFR.

Alan I. Roberts,
Associate Administrator for Hazardous
Materials Safety.
[FR Doc. 98–3562 Filed 2–11–98; 8:45 am]

BILLING CODE 4910–60–P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Surface Transportation Board

[STB Docket Nos. AB–502 and AB–503
(Sub-No. 1X)]

Bootheel Rail Properties, Inc.—
Abandonment Exemption—in
Pemiscot and Dunklin Counties, MO,
and Bootheel Regional Rail
Corporation—Discontinuance
Exemption—in Pemiscot and Dunklin
Counties, MO

On January 23, 1998, Bootheel Rail
Properties, Inc. (BRP) and Bootheel
Regional Rail Corporation (BRRC) filed
with the Surface Transportation Board
(Board) a petition under 49 U.S.C. 10502
for exemption from the provisions of 49
U.S.C. 10903 for BRP to abandon and
BRRC to discontinue service over a line
of railroad known as the Hayti-Kennett
Branch, extending from milepost
212.73, near Hayti, MO, to milepost
230.00, near Kennett, MO, a distance of
17.27 miles in Pemiscot and Dunklin
Counties, MO. The line traverses U.S.
Postal Service ZIP Codes 63851, 63857,
63871, and 63827. There are no agency
stations located on the line.

The line does not contain federally
granted rights-of-way. Any
documentation in BRP’s possession will
be made available promptly to those
requesting it. Because BRP and BRRC
are proposing to abandon and
discontinue service respectively over
their entire lines, no labor conditions
will be imposed.

By issuance of this notice, the Board
is instituting an exemption proceeding
pursuant to 49 U.S.C. 10502(b). A final
decision will be issued by May 13, 1998.

Any offer of financial assistance
(OFA) under 49 CFR 1152.27(b)(2) will
be due no later than 10 days after
service of a decision granting the
petition for exemption. Each OFA must
be accompanied by a $900 filing fee. See
49 CFR 1002.2(f)(25).

All interested persons should be
aware that, following abandonment of
rail service and salvage of the line, the
line may be suitable for other public
use, including interim trail use. Any
request for a public use condition under
49 CFR 1152.28 or for trail use/rail
banking under 49 CFR 1152.29 will be
due no later than March 4, 1998. Each
trail use request must be accompanied
by a $150 filing fee. See 49 CFR
1002.2(f)(27).

All filings in response to this notice
must refer to STB Docket Nos. AB–503
(Sub-No. 1X) and AB–502 (Sub-No. 1X)
and must be sent to: (1) Surface
Transportation Board, Office of the
Secretary, Case Control Unit, 1925 K
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1 The Cincinnati Terminal Company was merged
into IORY in a transaction that was the subject of
a notice of exemption in RailTex, Inc., Indiana &
Ohio Rail Corp., Cincinnati Terminal Railway
Company, Indiana and Ohio Railroad, Inc., Indiana
& Ohio Railway Company and Indiana & Ohio
Central Railroad, Inc.—Corporate Family
Transaction Exemption, STB Finance Docket No.
33530 (STB served Jan. 9, 1998). We have accepted
the notice of exemption as filed with an amended
caption to reflect CTER’s merger into Indiana and
Ohio Railway Company because no party will be
prejudiced and because the lease had terminated
while CTER was still the party in interest.

2 See The Cincinnati Terminal Railway Co.—
Lease Exemption—Norfolk and Western Railway
Company, Finance Docket No. 32519 (ICC served
Aug. 31, 1994). The lease, dated June 24, 1994,
became effective on July 1, 1994, and was later
terminated by NW on May 31, 1996, effective July
1, 1996.

3 Concurrent filings were made in: STB Docket
No. AB–290 (Sub-No. 184X), Norfolk and Western
Railway Company—Abandonment Exemption—In
Cincinnati, Hamilton County, OH, STB Docket No.
AB–167 (Sub-No. 1180X), Consolidated Rail
Corporation—Discontinuance of Trackage Rights
Exemption—in Cincinnati, Hamilton County, OH;
and STB Docket No. AB–31 (Sub-No. 30), Grand
Trunk Western Railroad Incorporated—Adverse
Discontinuance of Trackage Rights Application—A
Line of Norfolk and Western Railway Company in
Cincinnati, Hamilton County, OH.

4 No environmental or historical documentation
is required here, pursuant to 49 CFR 1105.6(b)(3).

5 Because this is a discontinuance proceeding and
not an abandonment, there is no need to provide
for trail use/rail banking or public use conditions.

6 Each offer of financial assistance must be
accompanied by the filing fee, which currently is
set at $900. See 49 CFR 1002.2(f)(25).

1 Conrail had acquired the trackage rights
pursuant to the Final System Plan under the
Regional Rail Reorganization Act of 1973.

2 Concurrent filings were made in: STB Docket
No. AB–290 (Sub-No. 184X), Norfolk and Western
Railway Company—Abandonment Exemption—In
Cincinnati, Hamilton County, OH; STB Docket No.
AB–532X, The Cincinnati Terminal Railway
Company (Indiana & Ohio Railway Company,

Continued

Street, N.W., Washington, DC 20423–
0001; and (2) Karl Morell, Suite 225,
1455 F Street, N.W., Washington, DC
20005.

Persons seeking further information
concerning abandonment procedures
may contact the Board’s Office of Public
Services at (202) 565–1592 or refer to
the full abandonment or discontinuance
regulations at 49 CFR part 1152.
Questions concerning environmental
issues may be directed to the Board’s
Section of Environmental Analysis
(SEA) at (202) 565–1545. [TDD for the
hearing impaired is available at (202)
565–1695].

An environmental assessment (EA) (or
environmental impact statement (EIS), if
necessary) prepared by SEA will be
served upon all parties of record and
upon any agencies or other persons who
commented during its preparation.
Other interested persons may contact
SEA to obtain a copy of the EA (or EIS).
EAs in these abandonment proceedings
normally will be made available within
60 days of the filing of the petition. The
deadline for submission of comments on
the EA will generally be within 30 days
of its service.

Decided: February 5, 1998.
By the Board, David M. Konschnik,

Director, Office of Proceedings.
Vernon A. Williams,
Secretary.
[FR Doc. 98–3546 Filed 2–11–98; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4915–00–P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Surface Transportation Board

[STB Docket No. AB–532X]

The Cincinnati Terminal Railway Co. 1

(Indiana & Ohio Railway Co.,
Successor)—Discontinuance of
Service Exemption—In Cincinnati,
Hamilton County, OH

The Cincinnati Terminal Railway
Company (CTER) has filed a notice of
exemption under 49 CFR part 1152
Subpart F—Exempt Abandonments and
Discontinuances, to discontinue service

under a lease that has been terminated. 2

The lease was limited to certain
overhead movements over a line of
railroad owned by the Norfolk and
Western Railway Company (NW) that
traveled the entire Riverfront Running
Track, extending between Survey
Station 84+80± and Survey Station
4+20± (former milepost LM–119+1756
feet±), a distance of approximately 1.5
miles, in Cincinnati, Hamilton County,
OH. 3 The line traverses United States
Postal Service Zip Codes 45202 and
45203. There are no stations on the line.

CTER has certified that: (1) No local
traffic has moved via CTER pursuant to
the lease rights for at least 2 years; (2)
any overhead traffic that previously
moved over the line can be rerouted
over other lines; (3) no formal complaint
filed by a user of rail service on the line
(or by a state or local government entity
acting on behalf of such user) regarding
cessation of service over the line either
is pending with the Surface
Transportation Board (Board) or with
any U.S. District Court or has been
decided in favor of complainant within
the 2-year period; and (4) the
requirements of 49 CFR 1105.12
(newspaper publication) and 49 CFR
1152.50(d)(1) (notice to governmental
agencies) have been met. 4

As a condition to this exemption, any
employee adversely affected by the
discontinuance shall be protected under
Oregon Short Line R. Co.—
Abandonment— Goshen, 360 I.C.C. 91
(1979). To address whether this
condition adequately protects affected
employees, a petition for partial
revocation under 49 U.S.C. 10502(d)
must be filed.

Provided no formal expression of
intent to file an offer of financial
assistance (OFA) to subsidize continued
rail service has been received, this
exemption will be effective on March

14, 1998, 5 unless stayed pending
reconsideration. Petitions to stay that do
not involve a formal expression of intent
to file an OFA under 49 CFR
1152.27(c)(2), 6 must be filed by
February 23, 1998. Petitions to reopen
must be filed by March 4, 1998, with:
Surface Transportation Board, Office of
the Secretary, Case Control Unit, 1925 K
Street, NW., Washington, DC 20423.

A copy of any petition filed with the
Board should be sent to applicant’s
representative: Karl Morrell, Ball Janik,
LLP, 1455 F Street, NW, Suite 225,
Washington, DC 20005.

If the verified notice contains false or
misleading information, the exemption
is void ab initio.

Decided: February 6, 1998.
By the Board, David M. Konschnik,

Director, Office of Proceedings.
Vernon A. Williams,
Secretary.
[FR Doc. 98–3619 Filed 2–11–98; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4915–00–P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Surface Transportation Board

[STB Docket No. AB–167 (Sub–No. 1180X)]

Consolidated Rail Corporation—
Discontinuance of Trackage Rights
Exemption—in Cincinnati, Hamilton
County, OH

Consolidated Rail Corporation
(Conrail) has filed a notice of exemption
under 49 CFR part 1152 Subpart F—
Exempt Abandonments and
Discontinuances of Trackage Rights, for
the discontinuance of trackage rights
over Norfolk and Western Railway
Company’s entire Riverfront Running
Track, extending from a Point A near
the Oasis Block Station to Point B in the
southern line of Front Street near its
intersection with Smith Street, a
distance of approximately 1.5 miles, in
Cincinnati, Hamilton County, OH.1 The
line traverses United States Postal
Service ZIP Codes 45202 and 45203.
There are no stations on the line.2
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