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List of Subjects
10 CFR Part 50

Antitrust, Classified information,
Criminal penalties, Fire protection,
Intergovernmental relations, Nuclear
power plants and reactors, Radiation
protection, Reactor siting criteria,
Reporting and recordkeeping
requirements.

10 CFR Part 70

Criminal penalties, Hazardous
materials transportation, Material
control and accounting, Nuclear
materials, Packaging and containers,
Radiation protection, Reporting and
recordkeeping requirements, Scientific
equipment, Security measures, Special
nuclear material.

For the reasons set out in the
preamble and under the authority of the
Atomic Energy Act of 1954, as amended,
the Energy Reorganization Act of 1974,
as amended, and 5 U.S.C 553, the NRC
is adopting the following amendments
to 10 CFR parts 50 and 70.

PART 50—DOMESTIC LICENSING OF
PRODUCTION AND UTILIZATION
FACILITIES

1. The authority citation for part 50
continues to read as follows:

Authority: Secs. 102, 103, 104, 105, 161,
182, 183, 186, 189, 68 Stat. 936, 937, 938,
948, 953, 954, 955, 956, as amended, sec.
234, 83 Stat. 444, as amended (42 U.S.C.
2132, 2133, 2134, 2135, 2201, 2232, 2233,
2236, 2239, 2282); secs. 201, as amended,
202, 206, 88 Stat. 1242, as amended, 1244,
1246 (42 U.S.C. 5841, 5842, 5846).

Section 50.7 also issued under Pub. L. 95—
601, sec. 10, 92 Stat. 2951 (42 U.S.C. 5851).
Section 50.10 also issued under secs. 101,
185, 68 Stat. 955 as amended (42 U.S.C. 2131,
2235), sec. 102, Pub. L. 91-190, 83 Stat. 853
(42 U.S.C. 4332). Sections 50.13, and
50.54(dd), and 50.103 also issued under sec.
108, 68 Stat. 939, as amended (42 U.S.C.
2138). Sections 50.23, 50.35, 50.55, and 50.56
also issued under sec. 185, 68 Stat. 955 (42
U.S.C. 2235). Sections 50.33a, 50.55a and
Appendix Q also issued under sec. 102, Pub.
L. 91-190, 83 Stat. 853 (42 U.S.C. 4332).
Sections 50.34 and 50.54 also issued under
sec. 204, 88 Stat. 1245 (42 U.S.C. 5844).
Sections 50.58, 50.91, and 50.92 also issued
under Pub. L. 97-415, 96 Stat. 2073 (42
U.S.C. 2239). Section 50.78 also issued under
sec. 122, 68 Stat. 939 (42 U.S.C. 2152).
Sections 50.80—50.81 also issued under sec.
184, 68 Stat. 954, as amended (42 U.S.C.
2234). Appendix F also issued under sec.
187, 68 Stat. 955 (42 U.S.C 2237).

§50.68
2. Section 50.68 is removed.

[Removed]

PART 70—DOMESTIC LICENSING OF
SPECIAL NUCLEAR MATERIAL

3. The authority citation for part 70
continues to read as follows:

Authority: Secs. 51, 53, 161, 182, 183, 68
Stat. 929, 930, 948, 953, 954, as amended,
sec. 234, 83 Stat. 444, as amended, (42 U.S.C.
2071, 2073, 2201, 2232, 2233, 2282, 2297f);
secs. 201, as amended, 202, 204, 206, 88 Stat.
1242, as amended, 1244, 1245, 1246 (42
U.S.C. 5841, 5842, 5845, 5846). Sec. 193, 104
Stat. 2835 as amended by Pub. L. 104-134,
110 Stat. 1321, 1321-349 (42 U.S.C. 2243).

Sections 70.1(c) and 70.20a(b) also issued
under secs. 135, 141, Pub. L. 97-425, 96 Stat.
2232, 2241 (42 U.S.C. 10155, 10161). Section
70.7 also issued under Pub. L. 95-601, sec.
10, 92 Stat. 2951 (42 U.S.C. 5851). Section
70.21(9) also issued under sec. 122, 68 Stat.
939 (42 U.S.C. 2152). Section 70.31 also
issued under sec. 57d, Pub. L. 93-377, 88
Stat. 475 (42 U.S.C. 2077). Sections 70.36 and
70.44 also issued under sec. 184, 68 Stat. 954,
as amended (42 U.S.C. 2234). Section 70.61
also issued under secs. 186, 187, 68 Stat. 955
(42 U.S.C. 2236, 2237). Section 70.62 also
issued under sec. 108, 68 Stat. 939, as
amended (42 U.S.C. 2138).

4. In §70.24, paragraph (d) is revised
to read as follows:

§70.24 Criticality accident requirements.
* * * * *

(d) Any licensee who believes that
good cause exists why he should be
granted an exemption in whole or in
part from the requirements of this
section may apply to the Commission
for such exemption. Such application
shall specify his reason for the relief
requested.

Dated at Rockville, Maryland, this 20th day
of February, 1998.

For the Nuclear Regulatory Commission.
John C. Hoyle,

Secretary of the Commission.
[FR Doc. 98-4830 Filed 2—24-98; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 7590-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
Federal Aviation Administration

14 CFR Part 39

[Docket No. 97-SW-29-AD; Amendment
39-10359; AD 98-04-48]

RIN 2120-AA64

Airworthiness Directives; Eurocopter
France Model AS 332L2 Helicopters

AGENCY: Federal Aviation
Administration, DOT.

ACTION: Final rule; request for
comments.

SUMMARY: This amendment adopts a
new airworthiness directive (AD) that is

applicable to Eurocopter France Model
AS 332L2 helicopters. This action
requires modifying the main rotor blade
vibration absorber (vibration absorber)
by replacing the weight support
assemblies with reinforced weight
support assemblies. This amendment is
prompted by a report of the failure of a
weight support assembly in-flight. The
actions specified in this AD are
intended to prevent failure of a
vibration absorber weight support
assembly, which could lead to adverse
vibrations, contact between the fuselage
and a main rotor blade or loss of a main
rotor blade; and subsequent loss of
control of the helicopter.

DATES: Effective March 12, 1998.

The incorporation by reference of
certain publications listed in the
regulations is approved by the Director
of the Federal Register as of March 12,
1998.

Comments for inclusion in the Rules
Docket must be received on or before
April 27, 1998.

ADDRESSES: Submit comments in
triplicate to the Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA), Office of the
Regional Counsel, Southwest Region,
Attention: Rules Docket No. 97-SW-29—
AD, 2601 Meacham Blvd., Room 663,
Fort Worth, Texas 76137.

The service information referenced in
this AD may be obtained from American
Eurocopter Corporation, 2701 Forum
Drive, Grand Prairie, Texas 75053—-4005,
telephone (972) 641-3460, fax (972)
641-3527. This information may be
examined at the FAA, Office of the
Regional Counsel, Southwest Region,
2601 Meacham Blvd., Room 663, Fort
Worth, Texas; or at the Office of the
Federal Register, 800 North Capitol
Street, NW., suite 700, Washington, DC.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Mr.
Mike Mathias, Aerospace Engineer,
FAA, Rotorcraft Directorate, Rotorcraft
Standards Staff, 2601 Meacham Blvd.,
Fort Worth, Texas 76137, telephone
(817) 222-5123, fax (817) 222-5961.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
Direction Generale De L’Aviation Civile
(DGAC), which is the airworthiness
authority for France, recently notified
the FAA that an unsafe condition may
exist on Eurocopter France Model AS
332L2 helicopters with vibration
absorbers, part number (P/N) 332A11—
0460-01, installed. The DGAC advises
that failure of a vibration absorber can
result in adverse vibrations, contact
between the fuselage and a main rotor
blade or loss of a main rotor blade; and
subsequent loss of control of the
helicopter.

Eurocopter France has issued
Eurocopter Service Bulletin No.
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62.00.43, dated February 13, 1997,
which specifies converting the vibration
absorbers, P/N 332A11-0460-01, to
vibration absorbers, P/N 332A11-0460—
02, by replacing the weight support
assemblies, P/N 332A11-0470-00, with
reinforced weight support assemblies,
P/N 332A11-0474-00. The DGAC
classified this service bulletin as
mandatory and issued French AD 97—
026—-005(B) R2, dated March 12, 1997,
applicable to Eurocopter France Model
AS 332L2 helicopters with vibration
absorbers, P/N 332A11-0460-01, in
order to assure the continued
airworthiness of these helicopters in
France.

This helicopter model is
manufactured in France and is type
certificated for operation in the United
States under the provisions of section
21.29 of the Federal Aviation
Regulations (14 CFR 21.29) and the
applicable bilateral airworthiness
agreement. Pursuant to this bilateral
airworthiness agreement, the DGAC has
kept the FAA informed of the situation
described above. The FAA has
examined the findings of the DGAC,
reviewed all available information, and
determined that AD action is necessary
for products of this type design that are
certificated for operation in the United
States.

Since an unsafe condition has been
identified that is likely to exist or
develop on other Eurocopter France
Model AS 332L2 helicopters of the same
type design registered in the United
States, this AD is being issued to
prevent failure of a vibration absorber
weight support assembly, which could
lead to adverse vibrations, contact
between the fuselage and a main rotor
blade or loss of a main rotor blade; and
subsequent loss of control of the
helicopter. This AD requires modifying
the main rotor blade vibration absorber
by replacing the weight support
assemblies with reinforced weight
support assemblies. The actions are
required to be accomplished in
accordance with the service bulletin
described previously.

None of the Eurocopter France Model
AS 332L2 helicopters affected by this
action are on the U.S. Register. All
helicopters included in the applicability
of this rule are currently operated by
non-U.S. operators under foreign
registry; therefore; they are not directly
affected by this AD action. However, the
FAA considers that this rule is
necessary to ensure that the unsafe
condition is addressed in the event that
any of these subject helicopters are
imported and placed on the U.S.
Register in the future.

Should an affected helicopter be
imported and placed on the U.S.
Register in the future, it would require
approximately 8 work hours to
accomplish the required actions, at an
average labor rate of $60 per work hour.
Required parts would cost $11,300 per
helicopter. Based on these figures, the
cost impact of this AD would be $11,780
per helicopter.

Since this AD action does not affect
any helicopter that is currently on the
U.S. Register, it has no adverse
economic impact and imposes no
additional burden on any person.
Therefore, notice and public procedures
hereon are unnecessary and the
amendment may be made effective in
less than 30 days after publication in the
Federal Register.

Comments Invited

Although this action is in the form of
a final rule that involves requirements
affecting flight safety and, thus, was not
preceded by notice and an opportunity
for public comment, comments are
invited on this rule. Interested persons
are invited to comment on this rule by
submitting such written data, views, or
arguments as they may desire.
Communications should identify the
Rules Docket number and be submitted
in triplicate to the address specified
under the caption ADDRESSES. All
communications received on or before
the closing date for comments will be
considered, and this rule may be
amended in light of the comments
received. Factual information that
supports the commenter’s ideas and
suggestions is extremely helpful in
evaluating the effectiveness of the AD
action and determining whether
additional rulemaking action would be
needed.

Comments are specifically invited on
the overall regulatory, economic,
environmental, and energy aspects of
the rule that might suggest a need to
modify the rule. All comments
submitted will be available, both before
and after the closing date for comments,
in the Rules Docket for examination by
interested persons. A report that
summarizes each FAA-public contact
concerned with the substance of this AD
will be filed in the Rules Docket.

Commenters wishing the FAA to
acknowledge receipt of their comments
submitted in response to this rule must
submit a self-addressed, stamped
postcard on which the following
statement is made: ‘““Comments to
Docket No. 97-SW-29-AD.” The
postcard will be date stamped and
returned to the commenter.

The regulations adopted herein will
not have substantial direct effects on the

States, on the relationship between the
national government and the States, or
on the distribution of power and
responsibilities among the various
levels of government. Therefore, in
accordance with Executive Order 12612,
it is determined that this final rule does
not have sufficient federalism
implications to warrant the preparation
of a Federalism Assessment.

The FAA has determined that notice
and prior public comment are
unnecessary in promulgating this
regulation and therefore, it can be
issued immediately to correct an unsafe
condition in aircraft since none of these
model helicopters are registered in the
United States, and that it is not a
“significant regulatory action’ under
Executive Order 12866. It has been
determined further that this action
involves an emergency regulation under
DOT Regulatory Policies and Procedures
(44 FR 11034, February 26, 1979). If it
is determined that this emergency
regulation otherwise would be
significant under DOT Regulatory
Policies and Procedures, a final
regulatory evaluation will be prepared
and placed in the Rules Docket. A copy
of it, if filed, may be obtained from the
Rules Docket at the location provided
under the caption ADDRESSES.

List of Subjects in 14 CFR Part 39

Air transportation, Aircraft, Aviation
safety, Incorporation by reference,
Safety.

Adoption of the Amendment

Accordingly, pursuant to the
authority delegated to me by the
Administrator, the Federal Aviation
Administration amends part 39 of the
Federal Aviation Regulations (14 CFR
part 39) as follows:

PART 39—AIRWORTHINESS
DIRECTIVES

1. The authority citation for part 39
continues to read as follows:

Authority: 49 U.S.C. 106(g), 40113, 44701.

§39.13 [Amended]

2. Section 39.13 is amended by
adding a new airworthiness directive to
read as follows:

98-04-48 Eurocopter France: Amendment
39-10359. Docket No. 97-SW—-29-AD.

Applicability: Model AS 332L2 helicopters
with main rotor blade vibration absorbers
(vibration absorbers), part number (P/N)
332A11-0460-01, installed, certificated in
any category.

Note 1: This AD applies to each helicopter
identified in the preceding applicability
provision, regardless of whether it has been
modified, altered, or repaired in the area
subject to the requirements of this AD. For
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helicopters that have been modified, altered,
or repaired so that the performance of the
requirements of this AD is affected, the
owner/operator must use the authority
provided in paragraph (b) to request approval
from the FAA. This approval may address
either no action, if the current configuration
eliminates the unsafe condition, or different
actions necessary to address the unsafe
condition described in this AD. Such a
request should include an assessment of the
effect of the changed configuration on the
unsafe condition addressed by this AD. In no
case does the presence of any modification,
alteration, or repair remove any helicopter
from the applicability of this AD.

Compliance: Required within 25 hours
time-in-service (TIS) after the effective date
of this AD, unless accomplished previously.

To prevent failure of a vibration absorber
weight support assembly, which could lead
to adverse vibrations, contact between the
fuselage and a main rotor blade or loss of a
main rotor blade; and subsequent loss of
control of the helicopter, accomplish the
following:

(a) Convert the vibration absorbers, P/N
332A11-0460-01 into P/N 332A11-0460-02
by replacing the weight support assemblies,
P/N 332A11-0470-00, with weight support
assemblies, P/N 332A11-0474-00, in
accordance with the Accomplishment
Instructions of Eurocopter France Service
Bulletin No. 62.00.43, dated February 13,
1997.

(b) An alternative method of compliance or
adjustment of the compliance time that
provides an acceptable level of safety may be
used if approved by the Manager, Rotorcraft
Standards Staff, Rotorcraft Directorate, FAA.
Operators shall submit their requests through
an FAA Principal Maintenance Inspector,
who may concur or comment and then send
it to the Manager, Rotorcraft Standards Staff.

Note 2: Information concerning the
existence of approved alternative methods of
compliance with this AD, if any, may be
obtained from the Rotorcraft Standards Staff.

(c) Special flight permits will not be
issued.

(d) The modification shall be done in
accordance with the Accomplishment
Instructions of Eurocopter France Service
Bulletin No. 62.00.43, dated February 13,
1997. This incorporation by reference was
approved by the Director of the Federal
Register in accordance with 5 U.S.C. 552(a)
and 1 CFR part 51. Copies may be obtained
from American Eurocopter Corporation, 2701
Forum Drive, Grand Prairie, Texas 75053—
4005, telephone (972) 641-3460, fax (972)
641-3527. Copies may be inspected at the
FAA, Office of the Regional Counsel,
Southwest Region, 2601 Meacham Blvd.,
Room 663, Fort Worth, Texas; or at the Office
of the Federal Register, 800 North Capitol
Street, NW., suite 700, Washington, DC.

(e) This amendment becomes effective on
March 12, 1998.

Note 3: The subject of this AD is addressed
in Direction De L’Aviation Civile (France) AD
97-026-005(B) R2, dated March 12, 1997.

Issued in Fort Worth, Texas, on February
13, 1998.

Eric Bries,

Acting Manager, Rotorcraft Directorate,
Aircraft Certification Service.

[FR Doc. 98-4409 Filed 2—-24-98; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4910-13-U

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
Federal Aviation Administration

14 CFR Part 39

[Docket No. 98—ANE—-04-AD; Amendment
39-10351; AD 98-04-39]

RIN 2120-AA64

Airworthiness Directives; Pratt &
Whitney JT8D Series Turbofan Engines

AGENCY: Federal Aviation
Administration, DOT.

ACTION: Final rule; request for
comments.

SUMMARY: This amendment adopts a
new airworthiness directive (AD) that is
applicable to Pratt & Whitney (PW) JT8D
series turbofan engines. This action
requires a one-time borescope
inspection of the combustion chamber
outer case (CCOC) for cracks on engines
identified by serial number that were
ultrasonically inspected in accordance
with AD 96-23-14 with defective
probes. In addition, this AD requires an
ultrasonic probe functional check at PW
prior to using the probe to perform an
ultrasonic inspection if the probe was
overhauled, repaired, or otherwise
altered since original manufacture and
not subsequently functionally checked
by PW. This amendment is prompted by
reports of defective probes discovered in
the field. The actions specified in this
AD are intended to prevent uncontained
engine failure, inflight engine
shutdown, engine cowl release, and
airframe damage.

DATES: Effective February 25, 1998.

The incorporation by reference of
Pratt & Whitney Alert Service Bulletin
No. A6202, Revision 1, dated January 4,
1996, as listed in the regulations, was
approved previously by the Director of
the Federal Register as of January 2,
1997 (61 FR 63707, December 2, 1996).

Comments for inclusion in the Rules
Docket must be received on or before
April 27, 1998.

ADDRESSES: Submit comments in
triplicate to the Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA), New England
Region, Office of the Regional Counsel,
Attention: Rules Docket No. 98—ANE-
04—-AD, 12 New England Executive Park,
Burlington, MA 01803-5299. Comments

may also be sent via the Internet using
the following address: *‘9-ad-
engineprop@faa.dot.gov”’. Comments
sent via the Internet must contain the
docket number in the subject line.

The service information referenced in
this AD may be obtained from Pratt &
Whitney, 400 Main St., East Hartford,
CT 06108; telephone (860) 565—6600,
fax (860) 565-4503. This information
may be examined at the FAA, New
England Region, Office of the Regional
Counsel, 12 New England Executive
Park, Burlington, MA; or at the Office of
the Federal Register, 800 North Capitol
Street, NW., suite 700, Washington, DC.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Christopher Spinney, Aerospace
Engineer, Engine Certification Office,
FAA, Engine and Propeller Directorate,
12 New England Executive Park,
Burlington, MA 01803-5299; telephone
(781) 238-7175, fax (781) 238-7199.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: On
November 7, 1996, the Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA) issued
airworthiness directive (AD) 96—23-14,
Amendment 39-9820 (61 FR 63707,
December 2, 1996), which supersedes
ADs 87-11-07 R1 and 95-08-15, to
require repetitive eddy current,
fluorescent penetrant, fluorescent
magnetic particle, or visual inspections
for cracks in the rear flange, and
ultrasonic, fluorescent penetrant, or
fluorescent magnetic particle
inspections for cracks in the PS4 boss,
and drain bosses of the combustion
chamber outer case (CCOC); and an
additional inspection of the CCOC rear
flange for intergranular cracking. In
addition, AD 96—-23-14 reduces the rear
flange inspection interval for CCOCs
when only the aft face of the rear flange
has been inspected, and introduces an
improved ultrasonic probe assembly.
Also, AD 96-23-14 introduces a rotating
eddy current probe for shop inspections
in which the case is removed from the
engine. Finally, AD 96-23-14
eliminates fluorescent penetrant
inspection (FPI), fluorescent magnetic
particle inspection (FMPI), and visual
inspections from hot section
disassembly level inspection
procedures. That action was prompted
by reports of crack origins in the
forward face of the rear flange that could
not be detected by the inspection
methods for installed CCOCs that were
mandated in the superseded ADs 87—
11-07 R1 and 95-08-15. That condition,
if not corrected, could result in
uncontained engine failure, inflight
engine shutdown, engine cowl release,
and airframe damage.

Since the issuance of AD 96-23-14,
the FAA has received reports of 13
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