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affects the communities of Indian tribal
governments, and that imposes
substantial direct compliance costs on
those communities, unless the Federal
government provides the funds
necessary to pay the direct compliance
costs incurred by the tribal
governments. If the mandate is
unfunded, EPA must provide OMB, in
a separately identified section of the
preamble to the rule, a description of
the extent of EPA’s prior consultation
with representatives of affected tribal
governments, a summary of the nature
of their concerns, and a statement
supporting the need to issue the
regulation. In addition, Executive Order
13084 requires EPA to develop an
effective process permitting elected
officials and other representatives of
Indian tribal governments ““‘to provide
meaningful and timely input in the
development of regulatory policies on
matters that significantly or uniquely
affect their communities.”

Today’s rule does not significantly or
uniquely affect the communities of
Indian tribal governments. This action
does not involve or impose any
requirements that affect Indian tribes.
Accordingly, the requirements of
section 3(b) of Executive Order 13084
do not apply to this rule.

IV. Submission to Congress and the
Comptroller General

The Congressional Review Act, 5
U.S.C. 801 et seq., as added by the Small
Business Regulatory Enforcement
Fairness Act of 1996, generally provides
that before a rule may take effect, the
Agency promulgating the rule must
submit a rule report, which includes a
copy of the rule, to each House of the
Congress and the Comptroller General of
the United States. EPA will submit a
report containing this rule and other
required information to the U.S. Senate,
the U.S. House of Representatives and
the Comptroller General of the United
States prior to publication of the rule in
the Federal Register. This rule is not a
“major rule” as defined by 5 U.S.C.
804(2).

List of Subjects in 40 CFR Part 180

Environmental protection,
Administrative practice and procedure,
Agricultural commodities, Pesticides
and pests, Reporting and recordkeeping
requirements.

Dated: March 17, 1999.

James Jones,

Director, Registration Division, Office of
Pesticide Programs.

Therefore, 40 CFR chapter | is
amended as follows:

PART 180-[AMENDED]
1. The authority citation for part 180
continues to read as follows:

Authority: 21 U.S.C. 321(q), 346(a), and
371.

§180.480 [Amended]

2. In § 180.480, by amending the table
in paragraph (b), for the commodity
“blueberries” by changing the date *“12/
31/99” to read “‘12/31/00".

[FR Doc. 99-7436 Filed 3-30-99; 8:45 am]
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SUMMARY: The General Services
Administration Acquisition Regulation
(GSAR) is amended to make the GSAR
clauses consistent with FAC 97-10 of
the Federal Acquisition Regulation
(FAR).

DATES: Effective March 31, 1999.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Rhonda Cundiff, GSA Acquisition
Policy Division, (202) 501-0044.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

A. Background

This change updates GSAR clauses to
include HUBZone small business
concerns in subcontracting plan
requirements.

B. Executive Order 12886

This regulatory action was not subject
to Office of Management and Budget
review under Executive Order 12866,
dated September 30, 1993, and is not a
major rule under 5 U.S.C. 804. The
impact on small businesses derives from
the changes made to the FAR rule, and
the impacts were discussed in that
rule’s Final Regulatory Flexibility
Analysis.

C. Regulatory Flexibility Act

This final rule will not have a
significant economic impact on a
substantial number of small entities
within the meaning of the Regulatory
Flexibility Act, 5 U.S.C. 601, et seq.

D. Paperwork Reduction Act

The Paperwork Reduction Act does
not apply because the changes to the
GSAR do not impose recordkeeping or
information collection requirements, or
otherwise collect information from
offerors, contractors, or members of the
public that require approval of the
Office of Management and Budget under
44 U.S.C. 3501 et seq.

List of Subjects in 48 CFR Part 552

Government procurement.

Accordingly, 48 CFR 552 is amended
as follows:

1. The authority citation for 48 CFR
Part 552 continues to read as follows:

Authority: 40 U.S.C. 486(c).

PART 552 SOLICITATION PROVISIONS
AND CONTRACT CLAUSES

2. Section 552.219-72 is revised to
read as follows:

552.219-72 Notice to offerers of
subcontracting plan requirements.

As prescribed in 519.708(a), insert the
following provision:

Notice to Offerers of Subcontracting Plan
Requirements (Mar 1999)

The General Services Administration
(GSA) is committed to assuring that
maximum practicable opportunity is
provided to small, HUBZone small, small
disadvantaged, and women-owned small
business concerns to participate in the
performance of this contract consistent with
its efficient performance. GSA expects any
subcontracting plan submitted pursuant to
FAR 52.219-9, Small Business
Subcontracting Plan, to reflect this
commitment. Consequently, an offeror, other
than a small business concern, before being
awarded a contract exceeding $500,000
($1,000,000 for construction), must
demonstrate that its subcontracting plan
represents a creative and innovative program
for involving small, HUBZone small, small
disadvantaged, and women-owned small
business concerns as subcontractors in the
performance of this contract.

(End of Provision)

3. Section 552.219-73 is revised to
read as follows:

552.219-73 Preparation, submission, and
negotiation of subcontracting plans.

As prescribed in 519.708(b), insert the
following provision:

Preparation, Submission, and Negotiation of
Subcontracting Plans (Mar 1999)

(a) An offeror, other than a small business
concern, submitting an offer that exceeds
$500,000 ($1,000,000 for construction) shall
submit a subcontracting plan with its initial
offer. The subcontracting plan will be
negotiated concurrently with price and any
required technical and management
proposals, unless the offeror submits a
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previously-approved commercial products
plan.

(b) Maximum practicable utilization of
small, HUBZone small, small disadvantaged,
and women-owned small business concerns
as subcontractors is a matter of national
interest with both social and economic
benefits. The General Services
Administration (GSA) expects that an
offeror’s subcontracting plan will reflect a
commitment to assuring that small,
HUBZone small, small disadvantaged, and
women-owned small business concerns are
provided the maximum practicable
opportunity, consistent with efficient
contract performance, to participate as
subcontractors in the performance of the
resulting contract. An offeror submitting a
commercial products plan can reflect this
commitment through subcontracting
opportunities it provides that relate to the
offeror’s production generally; i.e., for both
its commercial and Government business.

(c) GSA believes that this potential contract
provides significant opportunities for the use
of small, HUBZone small, small
disadvantaged, and women-owned small
business concerns as subcontractors.
Consequently, in addressing the eleven
elements described at FAR 52.219-9(d) of the
clause in this contract entitled Small
Business Subcontracting Plan, the offeror
shall:

(1) Demonstrate that its subcontracting
plan represents a creative and innovative
program for involving small, HUBZone small,
small disadvantaged, and women-owned
small business concerns in performing the
contract.

(2) Include a description of the offeror’s
subcontracting strategies used in any
previous contracts, significant achievements,
and how this plan will build upon those
earlier achievements.

(3) Demonstrate through its plan that it
understands the small business
subcontracting program’s objectives and
GSA'’s expectations, and it is committed to
taking those actions necessary to meet these
goals or objectives.

(d) In determining the acceptability of any
subcontracting plan, the Contracting Officer
will take each of the following actions:

(1) Review the plan to verify that the
offeror demonstrates an understanding of the
small business subcontracting program’s
objectives and GSA’s expectations with
respect to the program and has included all
the information, goals, and assurances
required by FAR 52.219-9.

(2) Consider previous goals and
achievements of contractors in the same
industry.

(3) Consider information and potential
sources obtained from agencies administering
national and local preference programs and
other advocacy groups in evaluating whether
the goals stated in the plan adequately reflect
the anticipated potential for subcontracting
to small, HUBZone small, small
disadvantaged, and women-owned small
business concerns.

(4) Review the offeror’s description of its
strategies, historical performance and
significant achievements in placing
subcontracts for the same or similar products

or services with small, HUBZone small, small
disadvantaged, and women-owned small
business concerns. The offeror’s description
can apply to commercial as well as previous
Government contracts.

(e) Failure to submit an acceptable
subcontracting plan and/or correct
deficiencies in a plan within the time
specified by the Contracting Officer shall
make the offeror ineligible for award.

(End of Provision)

4. Section 552.219-74 is revised to
read as follows:

552.219-74 Goals for subcontracting plan.

As prescribed in 519.708(c), insert the
following provision:

Goals for Subcontracting Plan (Mar 1999)

(a) Maximum practicable utilization of
small, HUBZone small, small disadvantaged,
and women-owned small business concerns
as subcontractors is a matter of national
interest with both social and economic
benefits.

(1) The General Services Administration’s
(GSA'’s) commitment to ensuring that
maximum practicable opportunity is
provided to small, HUBZone small, small
disadvantaged, and women-owned small
business concerns to participate as
subcontractors in the performance of this
contract, consistent with its efficient
performance, must be reflected in the
offeror’s subcontracting plan submitted
pursuant to the clause of this contract at FAR
52.219-9, Small Business Subcontracting
Plan.

(2) In addressing the eleven elements
described at FAR 52.219-9(d), the offeror
shall demonstrate that its subcontracting plan
represents a creative and innovative program
for involving small, HUBZone small, small
disadvantaged, and women-owned small
business concerns in performing this
contract. An offeror submitting a commercial
products plan can demonstrate its
commitment in providing maximum
practicable opportunities through
subcontracting opportunities it provides to
small, HUBZone small, small disadvantaged,
and women-owned small business concerns
that relate to the offeror’s production
generally; i.e., for both its commercial and
Government business.

(3) The subcontracting plan shall include
a description of the offeror’s subcontracting
strategies used in previous contracts and
significant achievements, with an
explanation of how this plan will build upon
those earlier achievements. Additionally, the
offeror shall demonstrate through its plan
that it understands the small business
subcontracting program’s objectives, GSA’s
expectations, and is committed to taking
those actions necessary to meet these goals or
objectives.

(b) GSA believes that this contract provides
significant opportunities for the use of small
HUBZone small, small disadvantaged, and
women-owned small business concerns and
subcontractors. Accordingly, it is anticipated
that an acceptable subcontracting plan will
contain at least the following goals:

Small Business: percent

HUBZone Small Business: percent
Small Disadvantaged Business:

percent
Women-Owned Small Business:

percent

Note: Target goals are expressed as a
percentage of planned subcontracting dollars.
(c) In determining the acceptability of any
subcontracting plan, the Contracting Officer

will—

(1) Review the plan to verify that the
offeror has demonstrated an understanding of
the small business subcontracting program’s
objectives and GSA’s expectations with
respect to the programs and has included all
the information, goals, and assurances
required by FAR 52.219-9;

(2) Consider previous goals and
achievements of contractors in the same
industry;

(3) Consider information and potential
sources obtained from agencies administering
national and local preference programs and
other advocacy groups in evaluating whether
the goals stated in the plan adequately reflect
the anticipated potential for subcontracting
to small, HUBZone small, small
disadvantaged, and women-owned small
business concerns; and

(4) Review the offeror’s description of its
strategies, historical performance and
significant achievements in placing
subcontracts for the same or similar products
or services with small, HUBZone small, small
disadvantaged, and women-owned small
business concerns. The offeror’s description
can apply to commercial as well as previous
Government contracts.

(d) Failure to submit an acceptable
subcontracting plan and/or correct
deficiencies in a plan within the time
specified by the Contracting Officer shall
make the offeror ineligible for award.

(End of Provision)

Alternate | (DEC 1995)

As prescribed in 519.708(c), delete
paragraph (b) of the basic provision and
redesignate paragraphs (c) and (d) as
paragraphs (b) and (c).

Dated: March 25, 1999.

Les Davison,

Acting Deputy Associate Administrator for
Acquisition Policy.

[FR Doc. 99-7828 Filed 3—-30-99; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6820-61-M

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

50 CFR Part 660
[1.D. 032299A]

Fisheries Off West Coast States and in
the Western Pacific; Pacific Coast
Groundfish Fishery; Renewal of
Exempted Fishing Permits

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
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