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line (Mt. Diablo Meridian) and a small
portion of lands in Clark County,
Nevada, within the Coyote Springs
Valley in the vicinity of Highways 168
and 93.

Some of the Applicants’ future
activities have the potential to impact
species subject to protection under the
Act. Section 10(a)(1)(B) permits non-
Federal landowners to take endangered
and threatened species, provided the
take is incidental to otherwise lawful
activities and will not appreciably
reduce the likelihood for the survival
and recovery of the species in the wild,
among other permit issuance criteria.
An applicant for a Permit under section
10 of the Act must prepare and submit
to the Service for approval a Plan
containing, among other things, a
strategy for minimizing and mitigating
all take associated with the proposed
activities to the maximum extent
practicable. The applicant must also
ensure that adequate funding for
implementation of the Plan will be
provided.

The Applicants have initiated
discussions with the Service regarding
the possibility of a Permit and
associated MSHCP for their activities on
lands to be covered by a Permit. General
activities proposed for Permit coverage
include residential, commercial and
industrial development, construction,
and maintenance activities.

The Service will conduct an
environmental review of the Plan and
prepare an EIS. The environmental
review will analyze the Applicants’
proposed plan as well as a full range of
reasonable alternatives and the
associated impacts of each. The Service
is currently in the process of developing
alternatives for analysis.

Comments and suggestions are invited
from all interested parties to ensure that
the full range of issues related to the
permit request are addressed and that
all significant issues are identified.
Comments or questions concerning this
proposed action and the EIS should be
directed to the Service (see ADDRESSES).

The environmental review of this
project will be conducted in accordance
with the requirements of the National
Environmental Policy Act of 1969 as
amended (42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.) and its
implementing regulations (40 CFR parts
1500 through 1508), and with other
appropriate Federal laws and
regulations, policies, and procedures of
the Service for compliance with those
regulations. It is estimated that the draft
EIS will be available for public review
in early or mid-2002.

Dated: June 21, 2001.
Mary Ellen Mueller,

Deputy Manager, California/Nevada
Operations Office, Sacramento, California.

[FR Doc. 01-16778 Filed 7-3—-01; 8:45 am]
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Extension of Date for Call for Advisory
Committee Nominations

SUMMARY: Notice is hereby given that
the Bureau of Land Management (BLM)
and U.S. Forest Service have extended
the date to receive nominations to serve
on the new Santa Rosa and San Jacinto
Mountains National Monument
Advisory Committee through Friday,
July 20, 2001. A previous notice,
published in the May 31, 2001, Federal
Register, announced the agencies’ intent
to establish the Committee under the
Santa Rosa and San Jacinto Mountains
National Monument Act of 2000, Public
Law 106-351 (U.S.C. 431 note) and
called for nominations no later than July
2, 2001. This extension, calling for
nominations no later than July 20, 2001,
is granted in response to public requests
for additional time.

ADDRESSES: Send nominations to: Mr.
James G. Kenna, Bureau of Land
Management, P.O. Box 581260, North
Palm Springs, California 92258, 760—
251-4800 or Mr. Fran Colwell, Forest
Service, 1824 S. Commercenter Circle,
San Bernardino, California 92408, 909—
884—-6634, x 3144.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Mr.
James G. Kenna, Bureau of Land
Management, 760—251-4800 or Mr. Fran
Colwell, Forest Service, 909—-884—6634,
X 3144.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Any
individual or organization may
nominate one or more persons to serve
on the committee. Individuals may
nominate themselves for Committee
membership. Nomination forms can be
obtained by contacting the individuals
listed in ADDRESSES above. To make a
nomination, submit a completed
nomination form, letters of reference
from the represented interests or
organization, and any other information
that speaks to the nominee’s
qualifications to the offices listed above.
You may make nominations for the
following categories of interest, as

specified in the Act: (1) A representative
with expertise in natural science and
research selected from a regional college
or university; (2) a representative of the
California Department of Fish and Game
or the California Department of Parks
and Recreation; (3) a representative of
the County of Riverside, California; (4)

a representative from each of the
following cities: Palm Springs,
Cathedral City, Rancho Mirage, La
Quinta, Palm Desert, and Indian Wells;
(5) a representative of the Agua Caliente
Band of Cahuilla Indians; (6) a
representative of the Coachella Valley
Mountains Conservancy; (7) a
representative of a local conservation
organization; (8) a representative of a
local developer or builder organization;
(9) a representative of the Winter Park
Authority; and (10) a representative of
the Pinyon Community Council.
Nominations to the Committee should
describe and document the proposed
member’s qualifications for membership
on the Advisory Committee.

Committee members will be
appointed to serve 3-year terms, except
that, of the members first appointed,
one-third of the members shall be
appointed for a term of 1 year and one-
third of the members shall be appointed
for a term of 2 years. All members will
serve without pay but will be
reimbursed for travel and per diem
expense at current rates for government
employees under 5. U.S.C. 5703.

Appointments to the Committee will
be made by the Secretary of the Interior
with the concurrence of the Secretary of
Agriculture.

Dated: June 20, 2001.
Tim Salt,

California Desert District Manager, Bureau
of Land Management.

Dated: June 21, 2001.
Gene Zimmerman,

Forest Supervisor, San Bernardino National
Forest.

[FR Doc. 01-16787 Filed 7—3-01; 8:45 am]
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Notice of Intent To Prepare an
Environmental Impact Statement for a
Proposed Gas Fired Electric Power
Plant and Ancillary Facilities in Clark
and Lincoln Counties, Nevada, and
Notice of Public Meetings

AGENCY: Bureau of Land Management,
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ACTION: Notice of Intent (NOI) to prepare
an Environmental Impact Statement
(EIS) and notice of EIS public scoping
meetings for construction of a gas fired,
water cooled, electric power plant and
ancillary facilities (Meadow Valley
Generating Project) in the Moapa Valley
area of Clark County and ancillary
facilities in both Clark and Lincoln
Counties, Nevada.

SUMMARY: Pursuant to Section 102(2)(C)
of the National Environmental Policy
Act of 1969, the Bureau of Land
Management (BLM), Las Vegas Field
Office, will be directing the preparation
of an EIS and conducting public scoping
meetings for the Meadow Valley
Generating Project to assess the
potential impacts of rights-of-way
(ROW), a conveyance, or a commercial
lease for a proposed power-generating
facility and ROW for the proposed
associated ancillary facilities in Clark
and Lincoln Counties.

The proposed Meadow Valley
Generating Project includes a nominal
1,100-megawatt power-generating
facility in Moapa Valley and an
approximate 19.3-mile, 500 kV
alternating current transmission line to
interconnect the generating facility to
the existing Nevada Power Company’s
Crystal Substation in Clark County.
Natural gas would be supplied by an
approximate 0.8-mile, 20-inch diameter
natural gas supply line from a tie-in
point with the BLM authorized and
existing Kern River Transmission
system in Clark County. Water facilities
will include a 0.8-mile, 20-inch
diameter wastewater discharge line to
agricultural lands located northeast of
the generating facility in Clark County;
a 17.5-mile, 20-inch diameter water
pipeline in Clark and Lincoln Counties
with approximately twelve, one-acre
well sites in Lincoln County, and a new
8.5-mile, 20-inch diameter water
pipeline running parallel to BLM
authorized and existing Moapa Valley
Water District’s water pipelines
extending from the Bowman Reservoir
to the Meadow Valley Generating
Project site. Additional electric facilities
include a nine-mile 69kV transmission
line, a 10MVA Substation, and
approximately nine-miles of 34.5 kV
(maximum) distribution line maintained
by the Lincoln County Power District in
Clark and Lincoln Counties. There
would be a relocation of the existing
water and electrical transmission lines
that currently traverse the generating
facility site to the southern boundary of
the site in Clark County. The BLM will
require a bond in accordance with 43
CFR 2803.1-4.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
Meadow Valley project area is located in
the southeastern part of Nevada in
Lincoln and Clark Counties, Nevada.
The area is accessible by Interstate 15
and State Highway 168. There are
existing dirt roads throughout the area
to provide access to the proposed
project area. Ancillary facilities are
located in a variety of settings,
including upland and flat terrain.

The proposed power generating
facility development area encompasses
approximately 155 acres of public lands.
The legal description of the public land
proposed to be available for the power
generating facility is:

Mount Diablo Meridian, Clark County,
Nevada

T.14 S.,R. 66 E.,
Sec. 28, SWV4, except the EV2 NE%4 NEVa
SW¥4,

containing 155 acres more or less.

The legal description of the public
land for the ancillary ROW facilities
(electrical transmission lines, water, and
gas pipelines) is not provided here due
to the length of the legal description.
However, maps of the proposed project
are available for viewing at the Bureau
of Land Management, Las Vegas Field
Office, 4765 Vegas Drive, Las Vegas, NV
89108.

Preliminary Issues

Tentatively identified issues of
concern include threatened and
endangered species, water resources,
wilderness, visual resources, wildlife,
cultural resources, and land use.

Possible Alternatives

The EIS will analyze the Proposed
Actions and No Action Alternative.
Other alternatives may include
modifying proposed locations of roads
and linear ROW, analyzing a smaller
output facility and cooling options, and
a conveyance or commercial lease of the
public lands for the power plant site.

Decisions To Be Made

The Record of Decision to the EIS is
whether to grant ROW for the power
plant and ancillary facilities, or to
convey or commercially lease the public
land for the power plant site.

Public Scoping Meetings

Three public scoping meetings are
planned. The meetings will provide the
public an opportunity to present
comments or issues that will be
addressed in the EIS. The meetings will
be held in an “open house format”
beginning at 6:00 p.m. and ending at
9:00 p.m. At 7:00 p.m., the EIS process
will be explained. An opportunity will

be given for verbal comments specific to
the proposal and written comments can
also be submitted.

Meetings have been scheduled for the
following locations:

Monday, July 23, 2001, at the Clark
County Government Center, ETD
Room 3, 500 S. Grand Central
Parkway, Las Vegas, NV 89155

Tuesday, July 24, 2001, at the Moapa
Courthouse, 1340 East Hwy 168,
Moapa, NV 89025

Wednesday, July 25, 2001, at the
Caliente City Hall Council Chambers,
100 Depot Ave, Caliente, NV 89008

Public Input Requested

Comments concerning the Proposed
Actions and EIS should address issues
to be considered, feasible alternatives to
examine, possible mitigation, and
information relevant to, or having a
bearing on the Proposed Action.

Comment Dates

The comment period for scoping the
EIS will commence with the publication
of this notice. Those having concerns,
issues, or alternatives they would like to
see addressed in the EIS should respond
with written comments within 30 days
from the date of this notice. This
Scoping Notice will be distributed by
mail on or about the date of this notice.

All comments received at the public
scoping meetings or through written
comments submitted will aid the BLM
in identifying alternatives and assuring
all issues are analyzed in the
environmental impact statement.

ADDRESSES: Information and a copy of
this Notice of Intent for the Meadow
Valley EIS can be obtained by either
writing to or visiting the Bureau of Land
Management, Las Vegas Field Office,
4765 Vegas Drive, Las Vegas, Nevada
89108.

Comments and issues on the proposed
EIS should be mailed to Jacqueline
Gratton, Project Manager, Bureau of
Land Management, Las Vegas Field
Office, 4765 Vegas Drive, Las Vegas,
Nevada 89108, or at e-mail
jgratton@nv.blm.gov.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Jacqueline Gratton, (702) 647-5054, or
at e-mail jgratton@nv.blm.gov.

Dated: June 22, 2001.
Rex Wells,
Acting Field Manager.
[FR Doc. 01-16784 Filed 7-3-01; 8:45 am]
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