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Vanderlande Industries Inc., 1600
Parkwood Circle SE., #340, Atlanta,
Georgia 30339-2119.

(c) David H. Hollander, Jr., Esq.,
Office of Unfair Import Investigations,
U.S. International Trade Commission,
500 E Street, SW., Room 401,
Washington, DC 20436, who shall be the
Commission investigative attorney,
party to this investigation; and

(3) For the investigation so instituted,
the Honorable Delbert R. Terrill, Jr. is
designated as the presiding
administrative law judge.

Responses to the complaint and the
notice of investigation must be
submitted by the named respondents in
accordance with section 210.13 of the
Commission’s Rules of Practice and
Procedure, 19 CFR 210.13. Pursuant to
19 CFR 201.16(d) and 210.13(a), such
responses will be considered by the
Commission if received no later than 20
days after the date of service by the
Commission of the complaint and the
notice of investigation. Extensions of
time for submitting responses to the
complaint will not be granted unless
good cause therefor is shown.

Failure of a respondent to file a timely
response to each allegation in the
complaint and in this notice may be
deemed to constitute a waiver of the
right to appear and contest the
allegations of the complaint and to
authorize the administrative law judge
and the Commission, without further
notice to that respondent, to find the
facts to be as alleged in the complaint
and this notice and to enter both an
initial determination and a final
determination containing such findings,
and may result in the issuance of a
limited exclusion order or a cease and
desist order or both directed against that
respondent.

Issued: July 19, 2001.

By order of the Commission.

Donna R. Koehnke,

Secretary.

[FR Doc. 01-18431 Filed 7—24-01; 8:45 am)]
BILLING CODE 7020-02-P

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
Federal Bureau of Investigation

Agency Information Collection
Activities: Proposed Collection;
Comments Requested

ACTION: Notice of Information Collection
Under Review; Reinstatement, with
change, of a previously approved
collection for which approval has
expired; Violent Criminal Apprehension

Program (VICAP) Crime Analysis
Report.

The Department of Justice (DOJ),
Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI)
has submitted the following information
collection request to the Office of
Management and Budget (OMB) for
review and approval in accordance with
the procedures of the Paperwork
Reduction Act of 1995. The proposed
information collection is published to
obtain comments from the public and
affected agencies.

Public comments are encouraged and
will be accepted until September 24,
2001. We request written comments and
suggestions from the public and affected
agencies concerning the proposed
collection of information. Your
comments should address one or more
of the following four points:

(1) Evaluate whether the proposed
collection of information is necessary
for the proper performance of the
functions of the agency, including
whether the information will have
practical utility;

(2) Evaluate the accuracy of the
agencies estimate of the burden of the
proposed collection of information,
including the validity of the
methodology and assumptions used;

(3) Enhance the quality, utility, and
clarity of the information to be
collected; and

Minimize the burden of the collection
of information on those who are to
respond, including through the use of
appropriate automated, electronic,
mechanical, or other technological
collection techniques or other forms of
information technology, e.g., permitting
electronic submission of responses.

Comments and/or suggestions
regarding the items(s) contained in this
notice, especially regarding the
estimated public burden and associated
response time should be directed to
Unit Chief Thomas C. Knowles,
Supervisory Special Agent, VICAP, FBI
Academy, Quantico, VA 22135.

Overview of this information
collection:

(1) Type of Information Collection:
Reinstatement, with change, of a
previously approved collection for
which approval has expired.

(2) Title of the Form/Collection:
Violent Criminal Apprehension Program
(VICAP) Crime Analysis Report.

(3) Agency form number, if any, and
the applicable component of the
Department of Justice sponsoring the
collection: FD-676. Department of
Justice, Federal Bureau of Investigation,
Violent Criminal Apprehension Program
Unit.

(4) Affected public who will be asked
or required to respond, as well as brief

abstract: Primary: State, Local, or Tribal
Government. Brief Abstract: Collects
data at crime scenes (e.g., unsolved
murders) for analysis by VICAP staff of
the FBI. Law enforcement agencies
reporting similar pattern crimes will be
provided information to initiate a
coordinated multi-agency investigation
to expedite identification and
apprehension of violent criminal
offenders (e.g., serial murderers).

(5) An estimate of the total number of
respondents and the amount of time
estimated for an average respondent to
respond: 10,000 respondents at an
average of one hour per response.

(6) An estimate of the annual total
public burden (in hours) associated with
the collection: 10,000 total burden
hours.

If additional information is required
contact: Mr. Robert B. Briggs, Clearance
Officer, United States Department of
Justice, Information Management and
Security Staff, Justice Management
Division, 1331 Pennsylvania Avenue,
NW., Suite 1220, Washington, DC
20530.

Dated: July 20, 2001.
Robert B. Briggs,

Department Clearance Officer, Department of
Justice.

[FR Doc. 01-18579 Filed 7-24-01; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4410-02-M

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

Office of Juvenile Justice and
Delinquency Prevention

[0JP(0JIDP)-1324]

Program Announcement for Missing
and Exploited Children Nonprofit
Organizations and Family Support
Program

AGENCY: Office of Justice Programs,
Office of Juvenile Justice and
Delinquency Prevention, Justice.
ACTION: Notice of solicitation.

SUMMARY: The Office of Juvenile Justice
and Delinquency Prevention (OJJDP),
pursuant to the Juvenile Justice and
Delinquency Prevention (JJDP) Act of
1974, as amended, section 405(a), 42
U.S.C. 5776, requires the Administrator
of OJJDP to make grants to and enter
into contracts with public agencies or
nonprofit private organizations to
support research, demonstration, or
service programs designed to educate
parents, children, and community
agencies in ways to prevent the
abduction and sexual exploitation of
children, to provide information to
assist in the location and return of
missing children, and to aid
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communities in the collection of
materials which would be useful to
parents in assisting others in the
identification of missing children.
OJJDP is publishing this program
announcement to request applications
for a competitive discretionary grant
program, the Missing and Exploited
Children Nonprofit Organizations and
Family Support Program.

The purpose of the Missing and
Exploited Children Nonprofit
Organizations and Family Support
Program is to improve, at the State and
local levels, the quality, availability, and
coordination of services provided to
missing and exploited children and
their families and to improve the
capacity and capabilities of missing
children nonprofit organizations. Until
now, little attention has been given to
the need to coordinate with local service
providers and expand services for
children and their families. There is
currently no network of screened and
trained volunteers to provide
specialized assistance and advice to
parents searching for their children.
Furthermore, there are few agencies that
are trained or equipped to provide
mentoring services to families whose
children have been abducted or illegally
detained in a foreign country. Federal
assistance is urgently needed to
coordinate and assist in this problem.
DATES: Applications must be received
by 5 p.m. ET on August 24, 2001.
ADDRESSES: All application packages
should be mailed or delivered to the
Office of Juvenile Justice and
Delinquency Prevention, c/o Juvenile
Justice Resource Center, 2277 Research
Boulevard, Mail Stop 2K, Rockville, MD
20850; 301-519-5535. Faxed or e-
mailed applications will not be
accepted. Interested applicants can
obtain the OJJDP Application Kit from
the Juvenile Justice Clearinghouse at
800-638-8736. The Application Kit is
also available at OJJDP’s Web site at
www.ojjdp.ncjrs.org/grants/
2000_app_kit/index.html. (See
“Format” in this program
announcement for instructions on
application standards.)

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Ronald C. Laney, Director, Child
Protection Division, Office of Juvenile
Justice and Delinquency Prevention,
202—616-3637. [This is not a toll-free
number.]

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Purpose

To provide ongoing oversight,
support, and assistance to missing and
exploited children nonprofit
organizations (NPOs) to improve the

quality of services for missing and
exploited children and their families
and to provide ongoing support and
one-on-one assistance to families of
children who have been exploited or
abducted or who are otherwise missing.

Background

In 1984, Congress enacted Title IV of
the JJDP Act, the Missing Children’s
Assistance Act, section 402, 42 U.S.C.
5771 et seq., which found that each year
thousands of children are abducted or
removed from the control of a parent
having legal custody without such
parent’s consent, under circumstances
that immediately put them in grave
danger. Many of these children are
never reunited with their families, are at
great risk or both physical harm and
sexual exploitation, and in many cases,
parents and local law enforcement have
neither the resources nor the expertise
to mount expanded search efforts.
Frequently, law enforcement quickly
exhausts all leads in missing children
cases and requires assistance from
communities in which the child may be
located.

For the purposes of the JJDP Act, the
term “missing children” refers to
children who have been abducted by
either a family or non-family member
and includes children who have been
abducted within the United States and
those who have been abducted from the
United States and taken to or illegally
retained in a foreign country. The term
“child exploitation” refers to any
criminal activity that focuses on
children as sexual objects and includes
child abuse, child pornography, and
prostitution.

Title IV of the JJDP Act established
the Missing and Exploited Children’s
Program (MECP) within OJJDP. Under
MECP, OJJDP is responsible for
coordinating Federal missing and
exploited children activities, providing
a national resource center and
clearinghouse, and supporting research,
training, technical assistance, and
demonstration programs to enhance
overall response to missing children and
their families. OJJDP’s MECP has made
significant advances in the course of
meeting its responsibilities to provide
services to children, parents, educators,
prosecutors, and interested persons
working on child safety issues.

For purposes of this solicitation,
OJJDP proposes to continue its
concentration on programs that are
national in scope and that promote
awareness of and enhance the Nation’s
response to missing and exploited
children and their families. This
solicitation conforms to Title IV,

Missing Children’s Act provisions as
they are applied through the JJDP Act.

Since its inception, OJJDP’s MECP has
supported an aggressive program of
research and program development
focusing on issues related to missing,
exploited, and abducted children. In
1984, the National Resource Center and
Clearinghouse on Missing Children was
established under the National Center
for Missing and Exploited Children
(NCMEQ). Since that time, OJJDP has
funded the design, development, and
implementation of numerous model
projects, approaches, and demonstration
efforts that address missing and
exploited children issues.

OJJDP has made a concerted effort to
solicit input from the field about needs,
issues, and concerns related to missing
and exploited children. In FY’s 1994
and 2001, OJJDP conducted a series of
focus groups consisting of victim
parents; staff from Federal, State, and
local agencies; and representatives of
national, State, and local nonprofit
organizations. Participants identified
program priorities and gaps in services
that required action by OJJDP. One of
the outcomes of this process was the
recognition that parents of missing
children often do not receive the critical
support or assistance needed in their
time of crisis. In response to this
concern, OJJDP—in collaboration with
victim parents—developed a
publication for parents, When Your
Child Is Missing: A Family Survival
Guide, and funded a parent-to-parent
mentoring program to provide intense
and immediate services and support to
families of missing children.

Additionally, OJJDP has funded
research projects to improve the
understanding of missing and exploited
children issues and improve the
handling and response to these issues.
The National Incidence Studies of
Missing, Abducted, Runaway, and
Thrownaway Children in America
(NISMART) (Office of Juvenile Justice
and Delinquency Prevention, 1990) was
the first national study to provide
reliable data about the numbers and
types of missing child cases and clarify
the types of cases and situations that
make up the “missing children”
population. Results of the second
NISMART study, which will be released
later this year, will provide more up-to-
date critical information about the
dynamics of missing child cases, the
psychological impact of abduction on
children and families, and the aftermath
of abduction when a missing child
comes home. (See Hanson, 2000.)

Since 1975, missing and exploited
children NPOs have been established
throughout the country to provide
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services and support to children who
have been victimized or who are
missing and to their families. Today it
is estimated that there are
approximately 100 missing and
exploited children NPOs. Although the
existence of these NPOs spurred
increased services for families and
children, there were no mechanisms in
place to monitor NPOs to ensure the
quality and credibility of services.

In 1994, OJJDP awarded a competitive
grant to the National Victims Center to
develop a national nonprofit
organization to help coordinate and
monitor the activities of NPOs. This
program established the Association of
Missing and Exploited Children
Organizations (AMECO). Since that
time, AMECO has established a process
to certify credible NPOs; has held
annual national conferences to provide
training and skill building for NPOs and
State missing children clearinghouses;
and has established a system to improve
communication and collaboration
among NPOs, State missing children
clearinghouses, law enforcement,
NCMEG, and the U.S. Department of
Justice.

The award period for the National
Victims Center grant ended in 1995.
OJJDP is publishing this program
announcement to seek applications for
continuing the work that has been
carried out by AMECO over the past 6
years.

Goal

The goal of the Missing and Exploited
Children Nonprofit Organizations and
Family Support Program is to support a
national nonprofit association to (1)
provide oversight to a minimum of 25
missing and exploited children NPOs,
and (2) develop a mentoring program
that provides one-on-one support to
parents of missing children.

Objectives

» To provide management oversight,
assistance, and support to membership
organizations for missing and exploited
children NPOs.

» To create a system for certifying
credible missing and exploited children
NPOs in order to ensure that high
quality services are provided to children
and their families.

» To coordinate the activities and
services of missing and exploited
children NPOs nationwide through
networking, newsletters, and
information sharing.

» To serve as a repository of
information with the ability to operate
an Internet Web site including a
computer-based system of
communication to disseminate

information to NPOs, families, children,
law enforcement agencies, and other
organizations that serve missing and
exploited children and their families.

» To expand networking
opportunities for missing and exploited
children NPOs.

» To increase the capacity and skills
of missing and exploited children NPOs
through training and technical
assistance.

» To create and publicize a parent-to-
parent mentoring program for families
of missing children.

 To recruit, train, and manage victim
parent volunteers to serve as mentors.

* To ensure that NPOs collaborate
and cooperate with Federal, State, and
local agencies and other organizations
that serve missing and exploited
children and their families.

* To enhance and improve the ability
of missing and abducted child serving
agencies and organizations to respond to
issues related to cases of missing and
exploited children.

Program Strategy

One cooperative agreement will be
made for a 4-year project period. The
purpose of this solicitation and resulting
cooperative agreement is to establish a
mechanism for the provision of all
technical support necessary for the
management and delivery of this
program. This includes program design
and administration, program
management, and fiscal support
necessary to sustain those services
required for the Missing and Exploited
Children Nonprofit Organizations and
Family Support Program.

The applicant must demonstrate
proven experience and capability to
provide timely, relevant professional
program continuity for the design,
development, delivery, and
maintenance of this program. The
applicant must demonstrate the ability
to perform the tasks outlined in the
“Objectives” section above; enlist, train,
and manage the professional and
volunteer staff; and provide continuity
of services.

In addition to addressing the
objectives above, the applicant must
also include in its application a detailed
task plan to justify its resource
allocation (staff and funds) based on the
level of effort described in this
solicitation and develop an efficient and
effective mechanism for managing the
services and activities of this program.

Eligibility Requirements
OJJDP invites applications from
public and private nonprofit agencies,

organizations, institutions, and
individuals. Joint applications from two

or more eligible applicants are welcome;
however, one applicant must be clearly
indicated as the primary applicant (for
correspondence, award, and
management purposes) and the others
indicated as coapplicants. In particular,
applicants must have strong experience
in the following areas: (1) Management
and oversight of a national missing and
exploited children NPO organization,
(2) development and management of a
parent mentoring program that uses
parent volunteers, and (3) national
experience and broad recognition in
administering programs and activities
that access resources from Federal,
State, and local agencies and
organizations that serve missing and
exploited children.

As outlined in the Missing and
Exploited Children Assistance Act of
1984, as amended (42 U.S.C 5775,
section 405), priority will be given to
applicants who “have demonstrated or
demonstrate ability in (A) locating
missing children or locating and
reuniting missing children with their
legal custodians; (B) providing other
services to missing children or their
families * * *.” Additional
consideration will be given to
applicants who ““substantially utilize
volunteer assistance.”

Applications from more than one
organization must set forth the
relationships among the parties. As a
general rule, organizations that describe
their working relationship in the
development of products and the
delivery of services as primarily
cooperative or collaborative in nature
will be considered coapplicants. In the
event of a coapplicant submission, one
coapplicant must be designated as the
payee to receive and disburse project
funds and be responsible for the
supervision and coordination of the
activities of the other coapplicant.
Under this arrangement, each
organization must agree to be jointly
and severally responsible for all project
funds and services. Each coapplicant
must sign Standard Form (SF) 424,
Application for Federal Assistance,! and
indicate acceptance of the conditions of
joint and several responsibility with the
other coapplicant.

Applications that include
noncompetitive contracts for the
provision of specific services must
include a sole source justification for
any procurement in excess of $100,000.

1This form and other required forms can be
found in the OJJDP Application Kit. To obtain a
copy of the Kit, call the Juvenile Justice
Clearinghouse at 800-638—-8736 or send an e-mail
request to puborder@ncjrs.org. The Kit is also
available online at www.ojjdp.ncjrs.org/grants/
2000_app_kit/index.html.



Federal Register/Vol. 66, No. 143/ Wednesday, July 25, 2001/ Notices

38745

The contractor may not be involved in
the development of the statement of
work. The applicant must provide
sufficient justification for not competing
the portion of work proposed to be
contracted.

Selection Criteria

Applicants will be evaluated and
rated by a peer review panel according
to the selection criteria outlined below.
The project narrative must make clear
and logical connections among the
components listed below. It is further
recommended that applications be
organized and presented in a way that
enables application reviewers to
evaluate the proposal in terms of the
selection criteria outlined below.

Issues To Be Addressed (20 Points)

The application must include a clear
and concise discussion of the issues
related to the management and oversight
of services and resources for missing
and exploited children NPOs and victim
parents. The applicant must identify
and discuss the most important topics
that will need to be addressed in
designing and managing such a
program. The discussion should reflect
the applicant’s understanding of the
need for undertaking this initiative, the
anticipated challenges that face the
Missing and Exploited Children
Nonprofit Organizations and Family
Support Program and ways to address
those issues, and the potential long-term
impact of this program on children,
families, and agencies and organizations
that serve them.

Goals and Objectives (10 Points)

The applicant must describe how it
will address the stated goals and each of
the objectives outlined in the
solicitation. The goals and objectives
must relate to the issues to be
addressed. Any significant modification
of the stated goals and objectives should
be clearly justified and the implications
of any variation carried through in the
rest of the proposal. Objectives should
specify clearly defined, measurable
tasks that will enable the applicant to
achieve the goals of the project.

Project Design (25 Points)

Applicants must present a well-
developed project design that clearly
delineates specific activities, people and
other resources involved, and timelines
for accomplishing the tasks outlined in
the “Program Strategy”’ section above.
The narrative must discuss how and
when major activities for each task will
be accomplished and how these tasks
will build on each other to reach the
project’s goals and objectives. A time

task chart should be included in
appendix A of the application.

Management and Organizational
Capability (35 Points)

The applicant must include a
discussion of how it will coordinate and
manage the activities of this program in
a way that promises to achieve the
stated goals and objectives. The
applicant must clearly define the roles
and responsibilities of key project staff
and volunteers or other staff members.
The applicant must describe the
knowledge and experience of key staff
relevant to this initiative and any
organizational experience
demonstrating its ability to accomplish
the project objectives and to work with
experts from diverse disciplines and
perspectives to accomplish a common
goal.

The application must demonstrate
fully the required organizational and
staff experience that qualifies the
applicant to deliver technical support
services as described in this solicitation.
Applicants must demonstrate, in
addition to program knowledge and
support experience, programmatic and
fiscal management capabilities to
implement this program. The applicant
must demonstrate direct experience in
the following areas: (1) Administering,
managing, and overseeing missing and
exploited children NPOs; (2) recruiting,
training, and supervising parent
volunteers; (3) providing mentoring
services and support to victim families;
(4) working with other national missing
and exploited children organizations,
including NCMEG; (5) developing
bylaws, charters, and certification
procedures for missing and exploited
children NPOs; (6) managing a national
organization serving missing and
exploited children NPOs; and (7)
accessing, coordinating, and linking
with Federal, State, and local resources
for missing and exploited children and
their families.

An organizational chart and résumés
of proposed staff must be included in
appendix B.

Budget (10 Points)

Applicants must provide a proposed
budget that is complete, detailed,
reasonable, allowable, and cost effective
in relation to the activities to be
undertaken during the project period. A
detailed budget narrative should be
included as appendix C and should
conform to the guidelines in the OJJDP
Application Kit. Applications must also
conform to Federal requirements with
respect to travel, equipment, and
procurement policies.

Format

A program narrative, not to exceed 30
pages (excluding forms, table of
contents, project abstract, certificates of
confidentiality, statement about the
coordination of Federal efforts,
assurances, and appendix) must be
submitted on 8- by 11-inch paper,
double-spaced on one side of the paper
in a standard 12-point font. The
narrative should be preceded by a one-
page project abstract, which must also
be submitted on 8%2- by 11-inch paper,
double-spaced on one side of the paper
in a standard 12-point font. The abstract
must not exceed 250 words. The double-
spacing requirement applies to all parts
of the program narrative and the project
abstract, including lists, bulleted items,
tables, and quotes. A table of contents
is also required.

Appendix A must contain the
project’s timeline with dates for
initiation and completion of critical
project tasks and products. Appendix B
must contain an organizational chart
and résumés of proposed staff.
Appendix C must contain the detailed
budget narrative. Appendix D must
contain the statement of coordination of
Federal efforts.

These standards are necessary to
maintain fair and uniform standards
among all applicants. If the application
does not conform to these standards,
OJJDP will deem the application
ineligible for consideration.

Award Period

This project will be funded for 4
years, in 1-year intervals. Funding after
this first year depends on performance
of the grantee, availability of funds, and
other criteria established at the time of
the award.

Award Amount

Up to $375,000 is available for the
first year of this project.

Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance
(CFDA) Number

For this program, the CFDA number is
16.543. The CFDA number is required
on SF-424, Application for Federal
Assistance. SF—424 is included in the
OJJDP Application Kit, which can be
obtained by calling the Juvenile Justice
Clearinghouse at 800—638—-8736 or
sending an e-mail request to
puborder@ncijrs.org. The kit is also
available online at www.ojjdp.ncjrs.org/
grants/2000_app_kit/index.html.

Coordination of Federal Efforts

To encourage better coordination
among Federal agencies in addressing
State and local needs, DOJ is requesting
applicants to provide information on the
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following: (1) Active Federal grant
award(s) supporting this or related
efforts, including awards from DOJ; (2)
any pending application(s) for Federal
funds for this or related efforts; and (3)
plans for coordinating any funds
described in items (1) or (2) with the
funding sought by this application.

For each Federal award, applicants
must include the program or project
title, the Federal grantor agency, the
amount of the award, and a brief
description of its purpose. This
statement of coordination of Federal
efforts should be placed in appendix D.
Include in appendix E a list of authors
(by section) of this proposal and
indicate whether this proposal or
portions of it have been submitted to
other Federal agencies for funding.

The term ‘“related efforts”” is defined
for these purposes as one of the
following:

» Efforts for the same purpose (i.e.,
the proposed award would supplement,
expand, complement, or continue
activities funded with other Federal
grants).

* Another phase or component of the
same program or project (e.g., to
implement a planning effort funded by
other Federal funds or to provide a
substance abuse treatment or education
component within a criminal justice
project).

* Services of some kind (e.g.,
technical assistance, research, or
evaluation) to the program or project
described in the application.

Delivery Instructions

All application packages should be
mailed or delivered to the Office of
Juvenile Justice and Delinquency
Prevention, ¢/o Juvenile Justice
Resource Center, 2277 Research
Boulevard, Mail Stop 2K, Rockville,
Maryland 20850; 301-519-5535. Faxed
or e-mailed applications will not be
accepted.

Note: In the lower left-hand corner of the
envelope, the applicant must clearly write
“Missing and Exploited Children Nonprofit
Organizations and Family Support Program.”

Due Date

Applicants are responsible for
ensuring that the original and five
copies of the application package are
received by 5 p.m. EDT on August 24,
2001.

Contact

For further information, contact Ron
Laney, Director, Child Protection
Division, OJJDP, at 202-616-7323, or
send an e-mail inquiry to
laney@ojp.usdoj.gov.
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[FR Doc. 01-18584 Filed 7—24-01; 8:45 am]|
BILLING CODE 4410-18-P

DEPARTMENT OF LABOR

Employment and Training
Administration

Proposed Collection; Comment
Request

ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: The Department of Labor, as
part of its continuing effort to reduce
paperwork and respondent burden
conducts a preclearance consultation
program to provide the general public
and Federal agencies with an
opportunity to comment on proposed
and/or continuing collections of
information in accordance with the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995
(PRA95) (44 U.S.C. 3506(c)(2)(A)). This
program helps to ensure that requested
data can be provided in the desired
format, reporting burden (time and
financial resources) is minimized,
collection instruments are clearly
understood, and the impact of collection
requirements on respondents can be

properly assessed. Currently, the
Employment and Training
Administration is soliciting comments
concerning the proposed new collection
of a Work-Flex State Plan. A copy of the
proposed information collection request
(ICR) can be obtained by contacting the
office listed below in the addressee
section of this notice.

DATES: Written comments must be
submitted to the office listed in the
addressee’s section below on or before
September 24, 2001.

ADDRESSES: Chuck Welborn, U.S.
Department of Labor, Employment and
Training Administration, 200
Constitution Avenue, NW., Room N—
4659, Washington, DC 20210.
Telephone: (202) 693—-3358 (this is not
a toll-free number). Internet address:
cwelborn@doleta.gov, Fax: (202) 693—
3255.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

I. Background

Section 192 of the Workforce
Investment Act of 1998 (WIA), Public
law 105-220, permits States to apply for
a workforce flexibility (Work-Flex)
waiver authority to implement reforms
to their workforce investment systems
in exchange for program improvements.
The Act provides that the Secretary may
grant Work-Flex waiver authority for a
period of up to five years pursuant to a
Work-Flex Plan submitted by a State.

Under Work-Flex, Governors are
granted the authority to approve
requests submitted by their local areas
to waive certain statutory and regulatory
provisions of WIA Title I programs.
States may also request from the
Secretary waivers of certain
requirements of the Wagner-Peyser Act
(sections 8—10) and certain provisions of
the Older Americans Act applicable to
State agencies that administer the
Senior Community Service Employment
Program (SCSEP).

The intent of the Work-Flex provision
is to authorize States and Local Areas
the operational flexibility they need to
improve employment and training
productivity for adult, dislocated, and
youth populations. One of the
underlying principles of Work-Flex is
that it will result in improved
performance outcomes for persons
served and that waiver authority will be
granted in consideration of improved
performance.

II. Review Focus

The Department of Labor is
particularly interested in comments
which:

» Evaluate whether the proposed
collection of information is necessary
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