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directed to the FHWA at the address
provided above.

(Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance
Program Number 20.205, Highway Research,
Planning, and Construction. The regulations
implementing Executive Order 12372
regarding intergovernmental consultation on
Federal programs and activities apply to this
program)

Issued on: May 20, 2002.
Maiser A. Khaled,

Chief, District Operations—North,
Sacramento, California.

[FR Doc. 02—13744 Filed 5-31-02; 8:45 am)]
BILLING CODE 4910-22-M

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Federal Motor Carrier Safety
Administration

[Docket Nos. FMCSA-99-5748 (OMCS—99—
5748), FMCSA-99-6480]

Qualification of Drivers; Exemption
Applications; Vision

AGENCY: Federal Motor Carrier Safety
Administration (FMCSA), DOT.

ACTION: Notice of renewal of exemption;
request for comments.

SUMMARY: This notice announces
FMCSA'’s decision to renew the
exemptions from the vision requirement
in 49 CFR 391.41(b)(10) for 11
individuals.

DATES: This decision is effective June 3,
2002. Comments from interested
persons should be submitted by July 3,
2002.

ADDRESSES: You can mail or deliver
comments to the U.S. Department of
Transportation, Dockets Management
Facility, Room PL—401, 400 Seventh
Street, SW., Washington, DC 20590—
0001. You can also submit comments as
well as see the submissions of other
commenters at http://dms.dot.gov.
Please include the docket numbers that
appear in the heading of this document.
You can examine and copy this
document and all comments received at
the same Internet address or at the
Dockets Management Facility from 9
a.m. to 5 p.m., e.t.,, Monday through
Friday, except Federal holidays. If you
want to know that we received your
comments, please include a self-
addressed, stamped postcard or include
a copy of the acknowledgement page
that appears after you submit comments
electronically.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: For
information about the vision
exemptions in this notice, Ms. Sandra
Zywokarte, Office of Bus and Truck
Standards and Operations, (202) 366—

2987; for information about legal issues
related to this notice, Mr. Joseph
Solomey, Office of the Chief Counsel,
(202) 366—1374, FMCSA, Department of
Transportation, 400 Seventh Street,
SW., Washington, DC 20590. Office
hours are from 7:45 a.m. to 4:15 p.m.,
e.t., Monday through Friday, except
Federal holidays.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Electronic Access and Filing

You may see all comments online
through the Document Management
System (DMS) at: http://dmses.dot.gov/
submit.

Background

Eleven individuals have requested
renewal of their exemptions from the
vision requirement in 49 CFR
391.41(b)(10) which applies to drivers of
commercial motor vehicles (CMVs) in
interstate commerce. They are Ronnie F.
Bowman, Thomas L. Corey, Oskia D.
Johnson, Dennis E. Krone, James F.
Laverdure, Christopher P. Lefler, David
R. Linzy, Richard J. McKenzie, Jr.,
Kenneth R. Piechnik, Thomas R.
Trumpeter, and John C. Vantaggi. Under
49 U.S.C. 31315 and 31136(e), FMCSA
may renew an exemption for a 2-year
period if it finds “such exemption
would likely achieve a level of safety
that is equivalent to, or greater than, the
level that would be achieved absent
such exemption.” Accordingly, FMCSA
has evaluated the 11 petitions for
renewal on their merits and decided to
extend each exemption for a renewable
2-year period.

On April 14, 2000, the agency
published a notice of final disposition
announcing its decision to exempt 34
individuals, including 10 of these
applicants for renewal, from the vision
requirement in 49 CFR 391.41(b)(10) (65
FR 20251). The qualifications,
experience, and medical condition of
each applicant were stated and
discussed in detail at 64 FR 68195
(December 6, 1999). Two comments
were received, and their contents were
carefully considered by the agency in
reaching its final decision to grant the
petitions (65 FR 20251). On November
30, 1999, the agency published a notice
of final disposition announcing its
decision to exempt 33 individuals,
including 1 of these applicants for
renewal, from the vision requirement in
49 CFR 391.41(b)(10) (64 FR 66962). The
qualifications, experience, and medical
condition of each applicant were stated
and discussed in detail at 64 FR 40404
(July 26, 1999). Three comments were
received, and their contents were
carefully considered by the agency in
reaching its final decision to grant the

petitions (64 FR 66962). The agency
determined that exempting the
individuals from 49 CFR 391.41(b)(10)
was likely to achieve a level of safety
equal to, or greater than, the level that
would be achieved without the
exemption as long as the vision in each
applicant’s better eye continued to meet
the standard specified in 49 CFR
391.41(b)(10). As a condition of the
exemption, therefore, the agency
imposed requirements on the
individuals similar to the grandfathering
provisions in 49 CFR 391.64(b) applied
to drivers who participated in the
agency’s former vision waiver program.

These requirements are as follows: (1)
That each individual be physically
examined every year (a) by an
ophthalmologist or optometrist who
attests that vision in the better eye meets
the standard in 49 CFR 391.41(b)(10),
and (b) by a medical examiner who
attests the individual is otherwise
physically qualified under 49 CFR
391.41; (2) that each individual provide
a copy of the ophthalmologist’s or
optometrist’s report to the medical
examiner at the time of the annual
medical examination; and (3) that each
individual provide a copy of the annual
medical certification to the employer for
retention in the driver’s qualification
file and retain a copy of the certification
on his/her person while driving for
presentation to a duly authorized
Federal, State, or local enforcement
official.

Basis for Renewing Exemptions

Under 49 U.S.C. 31315(b)(1), an
exemption may be granted for no longer
than 2 years from its approval date and
may be renewed upon application for
additional 2-year periods. In accordance
with 49 U.S.C. 31315 and 31136(e), each
of the 11 applicants has satisfied the
entry conditions for obtaining an
exemption from the vision requirements
(65 FR 20251; 64 FR 68195; 64 FR
66962; 64 FR 40404), and each has
requested timely renewal of the
exemption. These 11 applicants have
submitted evidence showing that the
vision in their better eye continues to
meet the standard specified at 49 CFR
391.41(b)(10), and that the vision
impairment is stable. In addition, a
review of their records of safety while
driving with their respective vision
deficiencies over the past 2 years
indicates each applicant continues to
meet the vision exemption standards.
These factors provide an adequate basis
for predicting each driver’s ability to
continue to drive safely in interstate
commerce. Therefore, FMCSA
concludes that extending the exemption
for a period of 2 years is likely to
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achieve a level of safety equal to that
existing without the exemption for each
renewal applicant.

Conclusion

In accordance with 49 U.S.C. 31315
and 31136(e), FMCSA extends the
exemptions from the vision requirement
in 49 CFR 391.41(b)(10) granted to
Ronnie F. Bowman, Thomas L. Corey,
Oskia D. Johnson, Dennis E. Krone,
James F. Laverdure, Christopher P.
Lefler, David R. Linzy, Richard J.
McKenzie, Jr., Kenneth R. Piechnik,
Thomas R. Trumpeter, and John C.
Vantaggi, subject to the following
conditions: (1) That each individual be
physically examined every year (a) by
an ophthalmologist or optometrist who
attests that the vision in the better eye
continues to meet the standard in 49
CFR 391.41(b)(10), and (b) by a medical
examiner who attests that the individual
is otherwise physically qualified under
49 CFR 391.41; (2) that each individual
provide a copy of the ophthalmologist’s
or optometrist’s report to the medical
examiner at the time of the annual
medical examination; and (3) that each
individual provide a copy of the annual
medical certification to the employer for
retention in the driver’s qualification
file and retain a copy of the certification
on his/her person while driving for
presentation to a duly authorized
Federal, State, or local enforcement
official. Each exemption will be valid
for 2 years unless rescinded earlier by
FMCSA. The exemption will be
rescinded if: (1) The person fails to
comply with the terms and conditions
of the exemption; (2) the exemption has
resulted in a lower level of safety than
was maintained before it was granted; or
(3) continuation of the exemption would
not be consistent with the goals and
objectives of 49 U.S.C. 31315 and
31136(e).

Request for Comments

FMCSA has evaluated the
qualifications and driving performance
of the 11 applicants here and extends
their exemptions based on the evidence
introduced. The agency will review any
comments received concerning a
particular driver’s safety record and
determine if the continuation of the
exemption is consistent with the
requirements at 49 U.S.C. 31315 and
31136(e). While comments of this nature
will be entertained at any time, FMCSA
requests that interested parties with
information concerning the safety
records of these drivers submit
comments by July 3, 2002. All
comments will be considered and will
be available for examination in the
docket room at the above address.

FMCSA will also continue to file in the
docket relevant information which
becomes available. Interested persons
should continue to examine the docket
for new material.

Issued on: May 28, 2002.
Stephen E. Barber,

Associate Administrator, Enforcement and
Program Delivery.

[FR Doc. 02-13753 Filed 5-31-02; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4910-EX—P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
Federal Railroad Administration

Proposed Agency Information
Collection Activities; Comment
Request

AGENCY: Federal Railroad
Administration, DOT.

ACTION: Notice and request for
comments.

SUMMARY: In compliance with the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 (44
U.S.C. 3501 et seq.), this notice
announces that the Information
Collection Requirement (ICR) abstracted
below has been forwarded to the Office
of Management and Budget (OMB) for
review and comment. The ICR describes
the nature of the information collection
and its expected burden. The Federal
Register notice with a 60-day comment
period soliciting comments on the
following collection of information was
published on March 27, 2002 (67 FR
14766).

DATES: Comments must be submitted on
or before July 3, 2002.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Mr.
Robert Brogan, Office of Planning and
Evaluation Division, RRS-21, Federal
Railroad Administration, 1120 Vermont
Ave., NW., Mail Stop 17, Washington,
DC 20590 (telephone: (202) 493—-6292),
or Debra Steward, Office of Information
Technology and Productivity
Improvement, RAD-20, Federal
Railroad Administration, 1120 Vermont
Ave., NW., Mail Stop 35, Washington,
DC 20590 (telephone: (202) 493—-6139).
(These telephone numbers are not toll-
free.)

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995
(PRA), Public Law No. 104—13, section
2, 109 Stat. 163 (1995) (codified as
revised at 44 U.S.C. 3501-3520), and its
implementing regulations, 5 CFR part
1320, require Federal agencies to issue
two notices seeking public comment on
information collection activities before
OMB may approve paperwork packages.
44 U.S.C. 3506, 3507; 5 CFR 1320.5,

1320.8(d)(1), 1320.12. On March 27,
2002, FRA published a 60-day notice in
the Federal Register soliciting comment
on ICRs that the agency was seeking
OMB approval. 67 FR 14766. FRA
received no comments in response to
this notice.

Before OMB decides whether to
approve this proposed collection of
information, it must provide 30 days for
public comment. 44 U.S.C. 3507(b); 5
CFR 1320.12(d). Federal law requires
OMB to approve or disapprove
paperwork packages between 30 and 60
days after the 30-day notice is
published. 44 U.S.C. 3507 (b)—(c); 5 CFR
1320.12(d); see also 60 FR 44978, 44983,
Aug. 29, 1995. OMB believes that the
30-day notice informs the regulated
community to file relevant comments
and affords the agency adequate time to
digest public comments before it
renders a decision. 60 FR 44983, Aug.
29, 1995. Therefore, respondents should
submit their respective comments to
OMB within 30 days of publication to
best ensure having their full effect. 5
CFR 1320.12(c); see also 60 FR 44983,
Aug. 29, 1995.

The summaries below describe the
nature of the information collection
requirements (ICRs) and the expected
burden. The revised requirements are
being submitted for clearance by OMB
as required by the PRA.

Title: Qualifications for Locomotive
Engineers.

OMB Control Number: 2130-0533.

Type of Request: Extension of a
currently approved collection.

Affected Public: Businesses.

Form(s): N/A.

Abstract: Section 4 of the Rail Safety
Improvement Act of 1988 (RSIA), Public
Law 100-342, 102 Stat. 624 (June 22,
1988), later amended and re-codified by
Public Law 103-272, 108 Stat. 874 (July
5, 1994), required that FRA issue
regulations to establish any necessary
program for certifying or licensing
locomotive engineers. The collection of
information is used by FRA to ensure
that railroads employ and properly train
qualified individuals as locomotive
engineers and designated supervisors of
locomotive engineers. The collection of
information is also used by FRA to
verify that railroads have established the
required certification programs for
locomotive engineers and that these
programs fully conform to the standards
specified in the regulation.

Annual Estimated Burden Hours:
202,741.

Addressee: Send comments regarding
these information collections to the
Office of Information and Regulatory
Affairs, Office of Management and
Budget, 725 Seventeenth Street, NW.,
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