
47471Federal Register / Vol. 67, No. 139 / Friday, July 19, 2002 / Rules and Regulations 

whiting OY is 129,600 mt (mt) and the 
commercial OY is 106,920 mt.

Regulations at 50 CFR 660.323(a)(4) 
divide the commercial OY into separate 
allocations for the catcher/processor, 
mothership, and shore-based sectors of 
the whiting fishery. The 2002 
allocations, which are based on the 2002 
commercial OY, are 36,353 mt (34 
percent) for the catcher/processor 
sector, 25,661 (24 percent) for the 
mothership sector, and 44,906 mt (42 
percent) for the shoreside sector.

When each sector’s allocation is 
reached, the primary season for that 
sector is ended. The shore-based sector 
is composed of vessels that harvest 
whiting for delivery to land-based 
processors. The regulations at 50 CFR 
660.323(a)(3)(i) describe the primary 
season for the shore-based sector as the 
period(s) when the large-scale target 
fishery is conducted (when trip limits 
under 50 CFR 660.323(b) are not in 
effect). Before and after the primary 
seasons, per-trip limits are in effect for 
whiting.

The best available information on July 
15, 2002, indicates that 39,460 mt had 
been taken through July 13, 2002, and 
that the 44,906 mt shore-based 
allocation would be reached by 0800 l.t. 
July 17, 2002. This Federal Register 
document announces the date that the 
primary season for the shore-based 
sector ends, and that per-trip limits are 
reinstated. Per-trip limits are intended 
to accommodate small bait and fresh 
fish markets, and bycatch in other 
fisheries. To minimize incidental catch 
of chinook salmon by vessels fishing 
shoreward of the 100 fm (183 m) 
contour in the Eureka area, at any time 
during a fishing trip, a limit of 10,000-
lb (4,536 kg) of whiting is in effect year-
round, except when landings of whiting 
are prohibited.

On July 5,2002 (67 FR 44778), NMFS 
announced fishery restrictions that 
eliminated the per-trip limits for 
whiting beginning September 1, 2002. 
Therefore, the 20,000-lb (9,072 kg) trip 
limit that was in place before the start 
of the primary season is reinstated from 
the end of the primary season to 
September 1, at which time further 
taking and retaining, possessing or 
landing of whiting will be prohibited, 
unless otherwise announced in the 
Federal Register.

NMFS Action
For the reasons stated above, and in 

accordance with the regulations at 50 
CFR 660.323(a)(4)(iii)(C), NMFS herein 
announces:

Effective 0800 l.t. July 17, 2002, until 
September 1, 2002, no more than 20,000 
lb (9,072 kg) of whiting may be taken 

and retained, possessed or landed by a 
catcher vessel participating in the shore-
based sector of the whiting fishery. On 
September 1, 2002, further taking and 
retaining, possessing or landing of 
whiting will be prohibited, unless 
otherwise announced in the Federal 
Register. If a vessel fishes shoreward of 
the 100–fm (183–m) contour in the 
Eureka area (43°–40°30′ N. lat.) at any 
time during a fishing trip, the 10,000–
lb (4,536–kg) trip limit applies, as 
announced in the annual management 
measures at paragraph IV, B (3)(c)(ii), 
except when the whiting fishery is 
closed.

Classification

This action is authorized by the 
regulations implementing the FMP. The 
determination to take this action is 
based on the most recent data available. 
The aggregate data upon which the 
determination is based are available for 
public inspection at the Office of the 
Regional Administrator (see ADDRESSES) 
during business hours. This action is 
taken under the authority of 50 CFR 
660.323(a)(4)(iii)(C) and is exempt from 
review under Executive Order 12866.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.

Dated: July 15, 2002.
Virginia M. Fay
Acting Director, Office of Sustainable 
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.
[FR Doc. 02–18262 Filed 7–16–02; 3:37 pm]
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ACTION: Closure.

SUMMARY: NMFS is prohibiting directed 
fishing for pelagic shelf rockfish in the 
West Yakutat District of the Gulf of 
Alaska (GOA). This is action is 
necessary to prevent exceeding the 2002 
total allowable catch (TAC) of pelagic 
shelf rockfish in this area.

DATES: Effective 1200 hrs, Alaska local 
time (A.l.t.), July 16, 2002, through 2400 
hrs, A.l.t., December 31, 2002.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Mary Furuness, 907–586–7228.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: NMFS 
manages the groundfish fishery in the 
GOA exclusive economic zone 
according to the Fishery Management 
Plan for the Groundfish Fishery of the 
Gulf of Alaska (FMP) prepared by the 
North Pacific Fishery Management 
Council under authority of the 
Magnuson-Stevens Fishery 
Conservation and Management Act. 
Regulations governing fishing by U.S. 
vessels in accordance with the FMP 
appear at subpart H of 50 CFR part 600 
and 50 CFR part 679.

The 2002 TAC of pelagic shelf 
rockfish for the West Yakutat District 
was established as 640 metric tons (mt) 
by an emergency rule implementing 
2002 harvest specifications and 
associated management measures for the 
groundfish fisheries off Alaska (67 FR 
956, January 8, 2002 and 67 FR 34860, 
May 16, 2002).

In accordance with § 679.20(d)(1)(i), 
the Administrator, Alaska Region, 
NMFS (Regional Administrator), has 
determined that the 2002 TAC for 
pelagic shelf rockfish in the West 
Yakutat District will be reached. 
Therefore, the Regional Administrator is 
establishing a directed fishing 
allowance of 630 mt, and is setting aside 
the remaining 10 mt as bycatch to 
support other anticipated groundfish 
fisheries. In accordance with 
§ 679.20(d)(1)(iii), the Regional 
Administrator finds that this directed 
fishing allowance will soon be reached. 
Consequently, NMFS is prohibiting 
directed fishing for pelagic shelf 
rockfish in the West Yakutat District of 
the GOA.

Maximum retainable bycatch amounts 
may be found in the regulations at 
§ 679.20(e) and (f).

Classification
This action responds to the best 

available information recently obtained 
from the fishery. The Assistant 
Administrator for Fisheries, NOAA, 
finds good cause to waive the 
requirement to provide prior notice and 
opportunity for public comment 
pursuant to the authority set forth at 5 
U.S.C. 553(b)(B) as such requirement is 
contrary to the public interest. This 
requirement is contrary to the public 
interest as it would delay the closure of 
the fishery, lead to exceeding the TAC, 
and therefore reduce the public’s ability 
to use and enjoy the fishery resource.

The Assistant Administrator for 
Fisheries, NOAA, also finds good cause 
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to waive the 30–day delay in the 
effective date of this action under 5 
U.S.C. 553(d)(3). This finding is based 
upon the reasons provided above for 
waiver of prior notice and opportunity 
for public comment.

This action is required by § 679.20 
and is exempt from review under 
Executive Order 12866.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.

Dated: July 16, 2002.
Virginia M. Fay,
Acting Director, Office of Sustainable 
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.
[FR Doc. 02–18261 Filed 7–16–02; 3:37 pm]
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Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
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ACTION: Closure.

SUMMARY: NMFS is prohibiting directed 
fishing for Pacific ocean perch in the 
Western Regulatory Area of the Gulf of 
Alaska (GOA). This action is necessary 
to prevent exceeding the 2002 total 
allowable catch (TAC) of Pacific ocean 
perch in this area.
DATES: Effective 1200 hrs, Alaska local 
time (A.l.t.), July 16, 2002, through 2400 
hrs, A.l.t., December 31, 2002.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Mary Furuness, 907–586–7228.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: NMFS 
manages the groundfish fishery in the 
GOA exclusive economic zone 
according to the Fishery Management 
Plan for the Groundfish Fishery of the 
Gulf of Alaska (FMP) prepared by the 
North Pacific Fishery Management 
Council under authority of the 
Magnuson-Stevens Fishery 
Conservation and Management Act. 
Regulations governing fishing by U.S. 
vessels in accordance with the FMP 
appear at subpart H of 50 CFR part 600 
and 50 CFR part 679.

The 2002 TAC of Pacific ocean perch 
for the Western Regulatory Area was 
established as 2,610 metric tons (mt) by 
an emergency rule implementing 2002 

harvest specifications and associated 
management measures for the 
groundfish fisheries off Alaska (67 FR 
956, January 8, 2002, and 67 FR 34860, 
May 16, 2002).

In accordance with § 679.20(d)(1)(i), 
the Administrator, Alaska Region, 
NMFS (Regional Administrator), has 
determined that the 2002 TAC for 
Pacific ocean perch in the Western 
Regulatory Area will be reached before 
the end of the fishing season or year. 
Therefore, the Regional Administrator is 
establishing a directed fishing 
allowance of 2,470 mt, and is setting 
aside the remaining 140 mt as bycatch 
to support other anticipated groundfish 
fisheries. In accordance with 
§ 679.20(d)(1)(iii), the Regional 
Administrator finds that this directed 
fishing allowance will soon be reached. 
Consequently, NMFS is prohibiting 
directed fishing for Pacific ocean perch 
in the Western Regulatory Area of the 
GOA.

Maximum retainable bycatch amounts 
may be found in the regulations at 
§ 679.20(e) and (f).

Classification

This action responds to the best 
available information recently obtained 
from the fishery. The Assistant 
Administrator for Fisheries, NOAA, 
finds good cause to waive the 
requirement to provide prior notice and 
opportunity for public comment 
pursuant to the authority set forth at 5 
U.S.C. 553(b)(B) as such requirement is 
contrary to the public interest. This 
requirement is contrary to the public 
interest as it would delay the closure of 
the fishery, lead to exceeding the TAC, 
and therefore reduce the public’s ability 
to use and enjoy the fishery resource.

The Assistant Administrator for 
Fisheries, NOAA, also finds good cause 
to waive the 30–day delay in the 
effective date of this action under 5 
U.S.C. 553(d)(3). This finding is based 
upon the reasons provided above for 
waiver of prior notice and opportunity 
for public comment.

This action is required by section 
679.20 and is exempt from review under 
Executive Order 12866.

Authority: Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et 
seq.

Dated: July 15, 2002.

Virginia M. Fay,
Acting Director, Office of Sustainable 
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.
[FR Doc. 02–18263 Filed 7–16–02; 3:37 pm]
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Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce.
ACTION: Emergency interim rule; 
correction.

SUMMARY: This document corrects the 
correction to an emergency interim rule 
published July 10, 2002, by adding 
information that should have been 
included in the correction. The 
emergency interim rule, published 
January 8, 2002, implements Steller sea 
lion protection measures and 2002 
harvest specifications for the Alaska 
groundfish fishery. The correction was 
needed to afford Atka mackerel fishery 
participants an additional opportunity 
to register for the 2002 B season harvest 
limit area (HLA) fishery in the Aleutian 
Islands subarea. Through an oversight, 
the correction to the emergency rule did 
not reference collection-of-information 
requirements subject to the Paperwork 
Reduction Act, which had been 
submitted under the January 8, 2002, 
emergency interim rule. Therefore, this 
document is being published to address 
this issue.
DATES: Effective July 10, 2002.
ADDRESSES: Send comments on 
collection-of-information requirements 
to Sue Salveson, Assistant Regional 
Administrator, Sustainable Fisheries 
Division, Alaska Region, NMFS, P.O. 
Box 21668, Juneau, AK, 99802, Attn: 
Lori Durall and to the Office of 
Information and Regulatory Affairs 
(OIRA), Office of Management and 
Budget (OMB), Washington, DC 20503 
(Attn: NOAA Desk Officer).
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Melanie Brown, NMFS, 907–586–7228 
or e-mail at melanie.brown@noaa.gov.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: An 
emergency interim rule was published 
January 8, 2002 (67 FR 956), amended 
and corrected May 1, 2002 (67 FR 
21600), extended May 16, 2002 (67 FR 
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