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DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

[1.D. 091002H]

Marine Mammals; File No. 751-1614-02

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Issuance of permit amendment.

SUMMARY: Notice is hereby given that
Ocean Alliance/Whale Conservation
Institute, 191 Weston Road, Lincoln,
MA 01773 (Dr. Roger S. Payne, Principal
Investigator) has been issued an
amendment to scientific research Permit
No. 751-1614-01.

ADDRESSES: The amendment and related
documents are available for review
upon written request or by appointment
in the following office(s):

Permits, Conservation and Education
Division, Office of Protected Resources,
NMFS, 1315 East-West Highway, Room
13705, Silver Spring, MD 20910; phone
(301)713-2289; fax (301)713—-0376;

Northeast Region, NMFS, One
Blackburn Drive, Gloucester, MA
01930-2298; phone (978)281-9200; fax
(978)281-9371; andSoutheast Region,
NMFS, 9721 Executive Center Drive
North, St. Petersburg, FL 33702-2432;
phone (727)570-5301; fax (727)570—
5320.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Tammy Adams or Ruth Johnson,
(301)713-2289.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: On July
22, 2002, notice was published in the
Federal Register (67 FR 47774) that an
amendment of Permit No. 751-1614,
issued on March 7, 2002 (67 FR 11677),
had been requested by the above-named
organization. The requested amendment
has been granted under the authority of
the Marine Mammal Protection Act of
1972, as amended (16 U.S.C. 1361 et
seq.), the Regulations Governing the
Taking and Importing of Marine
Mammals (50 CFR part 216), the
Endangered Species Act of 1973, as
amended (ESA; 16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.),
and the regulations governing the
taking, importing, and exporting of
endangered and threatened species (50
CFR parts 222-226).

The amended permit provides
authorization to import and export
samples collected from the cetacean
species listed in the permit, within the
territorial waters of any foreign country
sanctioned by the United States and in
accordance with the permit conditions.

Issuance of this amendment, as
required by the ESA was based on a

finding that such permit (1) was applied
for in good faith, (2) will not operate to
the disadvantage of the endangered
species which is the subject of this
permit, and (3) is consistent with the
purposes and policies set forth in
section 2 of the ESA.

Dated: September 26, 2002.
Eugene T. Nitta,
Acting Chief, Permits, Conservation and
Education Division, Office of Protected
Resources, National Marine Fisheries Service.
[FR Doc. 02-25332 Filed 10-3—-02; 8:45 am)]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-S

COMMODITY FUTURES TRADING
COMMISSION

Guidelines for Ensuring and
Maximizing the Quality, Objectivity,
Utility, and Integrity of Information
Disseminated by the Commodity
Futures Trading Commission

AGENCY: Commodity Futures Trading
Commission.

ACTION: Notice of availability of report.

SUMMARY: The Commodity Futures
Trading Commission (CFTC or agency)
in accordance with Section 515 of the
Treasury and General Government
Appropriations Act for Fiscal Year 2001
(Pub. L. 106-554; H.R. 5658) as
implemented by the final guidelines
published by the Office of Management
and Budget, Executive Office of the
President on September 28, 2001 (66 FR
49718) and on January 3, 2002 (67 FR
369) (and reprinted in their entirety on
February 22, 2002, 67 FR 8452),
“Guidelines for Ensuring and
Maximizing the Quality, Objectivity,
Utility, and Integrity of Information
Disseminated by Federal Agencies,” has
posted its report on the CFTC website,
http://www.cftc.gov. This report
provides the agency’s information
quality guidelines and explains how
such guidelines will ensure and
maximize the quality, objectivity,
utility, and integrity of information,
including statistical information,
disseminated by the CFTC. The report
also details the administrative
mechanism that will allow affected
persons to seek and obtain appropriate
correction of information maintained
and disseminated by the CFTC that does
not comply with the OMB or agency
guidelines.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Hilary E. Schultz, Chief Information
Officer, Commodity Futures Trading
Commission, 1155 21st Street, NW.,
Washington, DC 20581, email:

hschultz@cftc.gov, telephone: (202)
418-5200.

Dated: September 25, 2002.
Jean A. Webb,
Secretary of the Commission.
[FR Doc. 02—25241 Filed 10-3-02; 8:45 am)]
BILLING CODE 6351-01-M

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
Department of the Navy

Meeting of the Planning and Steering
Advisory Committee (PSAC)

AGENCY: Department of the Navy, DOD.
ACTION: Notice of closed meeting.

SUMMARY: The purpose of this meeting
is to discuss topics relevant to ballistic
missile submarine (SSBN) security. This
meeting will be closed to the public.
DATES: The meeting will be held on
Friday, October 18, 2002, from 9 a.m. to
4 p.m.

ADDRESSES: The meeting will be held at
the Center for Naval Analyses, 4825
Mark Center, Alexandria, Virginia.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Lieutenant Commander James Latsko,
CNO (N775C2), 2000 Navy Pentagon,
NC-1, Washington, DC 20350-2000,
(703) 604-7392.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This
notice of closed meeting is provided per
the Federal Advisory Committee Act (5
U.S.C. App. 2). The entire agenda will
consist of classified information that is
specifically authorized by Executive
Order to be kept secret in the interest of
national defense and is properly
classified pursuant to such Executive
Order. Accordingly, the Secretary of the
Navy has determined in writing that all
sessions of the meeting shall be closed
to the public because they concern
matters listed in 552b(c)(1) of title 5,
U.S.C.

Dated: September 26, 2002.

R.E. Vincent II,

Lieutenant Commander, Judge Advocate
General’s Corps, U.S. Navy, Federal Register
Liaison Officer.

[FR Doc. 02-25216 Filed 10-3-02; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3810-FF-P

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

National Advisory Committee on
Institutional Quality and Integrity
(National Advisory Committee);
Meeting

AGENCY: National Advisory Committee
on Institutional Quality and Integrity,
Department of Education.
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What Is the Purpose of This Notice?

The purpose of this notice is to
announce the public meeting of the
National Advisory Committee and invite
third-party oral presentations before the
Committee. This notice also presents the
proposed agenda and informs the public
of its opportunity to attend this meeting.
The notice of this meeting is required
under section 10(a)(2) of the Federal
Advisory Committee Act.

When and Where Will the Meeting
Take Place?

We will hold the public meeting on
December 2, 2002 from 10 a.m. until
5:30 p.m., on December 3, 2002 from
8:30 a.m. until 5:30 p.m., and on
December 4, 2002 from 8:30 a.m. until
approximately 12 p.m. at the Ritz
Carlton Hotel at Pentagon City, 1250
South Hayes Street, Arlington, Virginia
22202. You may call the hotel on (703)
415-5000 to inquire about rooms.

What Assistance Will Be Provided to
Individuals With Disabilities?

The meeting site is accessible to
individuals with disabilities. If you will
need an auxiliary aid or service to
participate in the meeting (e.g.,
interpreting service, assistive listening
device, or materials in an alternate
format), notify the contact person listed
in this notice at least two weeks before
the scheduled meeting date. Although
we will attempt to meet a request
received after that date, we may not be
able to make available the requested
auxiliary aid or service because of
insufficient time to arrange it.

Who Is the Contact Person for the
Meeting?

Please contact Ms. Bonnie LeBold, the
Executive Director of the National
Advisory Committee on Institutional
Quality and Integrity, if you have
questions about the meeting. You may
contact her at the U.S. Department of
Education, room 7007, MS 7592, 1990 K
St., NW, Washington, DC 20006,
telephone: (202) 219-7009, fax: (202)
219-7008, e-mail:
Bonnie.LeBold@ed.gov. Individuals who
use a telecommunications device for the
deaf (TDD) may call the Federal
Information Relay Service at 1-800—
877-8339.

What Is the Authority for the National
Advisory Committee?

The National Advisory Committee on
Institutional Quality and Integrity is
established under Section 114 of the
Higher Education Act (HEA) as
amended, 20 U.S.C. 1011c.

What Are the Functions of the National
Advisory Committee?

The Committee advises the Secretary
of Education about:

 The establishment and enforcement
of the criteria for recognition of
accrediting agencies or associations
under subpart 2 of part H of Title IV,
HEA.

» The recognition of specific
accrediting agencies or associations.

 The preparation and publication of
the list of nationally recognized
accrediting agencies and associations.

* The eligibility and certification
process for institutions of higher
education under Title IV, HEA.

* The development of standards and
criteria for specific categories of
vocational training institutions and
institutions of higher education for
which there are no recognized
accrediting agencies, associations, or
State agencies in order to establish the
interim eligibility of those institutions
to participate in Federally funded
programs.

» The relationship between: (1)
Accreditation of institutions of higher
education and the certification and
eligibility of such institutions, and (2)
State licensing responsibilities with
respect to such institutions.

* Any other advisory functions
relating to accreditation and
institutional eligibility that the
Secretary may prescribe.

What Items Will Be on the Agenda for
Discussion at the Meeting?

Agenda topics will include the review
of agencies that have submitted
petitions for renewal of recognition,
requested an expansion of scope, or
submitted interim reports. The agenda
will also include the review of a Federal
institution that has requested degree-
granting authority for a master’s
program. The agencies listed below,
which were tentatively scheduled for
review during the National Advisory
Committee’s December 2002 meeting,
will be postponed for review until a
future meeting.

Petitions for Initial Recognition

* Commission on English Language
Program Accreditation (Requested scope
of recognition: The accreditation of
postsecondary English language
programs and institutions in the United
States)

» Teacher Education Accreditation
Council (Requested scope of
recognition: The accreditation
throughout the United States of
professional education programs in
institutions offering baccalaureate and

graduate degrees for the preparation of
teachers K-12)

Any third-party written comments
regarding these agencies that were
received by September 9, 2002, in
accordance with the Federal Register
notice published on July 24, 2002, will
become part of the official record. Those
comments will be considered by the
National Advisory Committee when it
reviews the agency’s petition for initial
recognition at a future meeting. Another
opportunity to provide written
comments on the agency prior to that
meeting will be announced in a Federal
Register notice requesting written
comments.

The agency listed below, originally
scheduled for review at the National
Advisory Committee’s December 2002
meeting, will not be reviewed for the
reason specified.

Petition for Renewal of Recognition

» Utah State Board for Applied
Technology Education

This agency, because of recent State
legislative changes, is not seeking
renewal of recognition.

What Agencies Will the Advisory
Committee Review at the Meeting?

The Advisory Committee will review
the following agencies during its
December 2—4, 2002 meeting.

Nationally Recognized Accrediting
Agencies

Petitions for Renewal of Recognition

1. Accrediting Council for Continuing
Education and Training (Current scope
of recognition: The accreditation of
institutions of higher education
throughout the United States that offer
non-collegiate continuing education
programs and those that offer
occupational associate degree
programs.) (Requested scope of
recognition: The accreditation of
institutions of higher education
throughout the United States that offer
non-collegiate continuing education
programs and those that offer
occupational associate degree programs,
including programs offered via distance
education.)

2. American Optometric Association,
Accreditation Council on Optometric
Education (Current and Requested scope
of recognition: The accreditation in the
United States of professional optometric
degree programs, optometric technician
(associate degree) programs, and
optometric residency programs and for
the preaccreditation categories of
Preliminary Approval and Reasonable
Assurance for professional optometric
degree programs and Candidacy
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Pending for optometric residency
programs in Veterans’ Administration
facilities.)

3. American Speech-Language-
Hearing Association, Council on
Academic Accreditation (Current scope
of recognition: The accreditation and
preaccreditation (Candidacy status)
throughout the United States of Master’s
and doctoral-level degree programs in
speech-language pathology and/or
audiology.) (Requested scope of
recognition: The accreditation and
preaccreditation (““Accreditation
Candidate”) throughout the United
States of entry-level graduate education
programs at the master’s or doctoral
level leading to the first professional or
academic degree in audiology and/or
speech-language pathology and the
accreditation of these programs offered
via distance education.)

4. Midwifery Education Accreditation
Council (Current scope of recognition:
The accreditation throughout the United
States of direct-entry midwifery
educational institutions and programs
conferring degrees and certificates.)
(Requested scope of recognition: The
preaccreditation and accreditation
throughout the United States of direct-
entry midwifery educational institutions
and programs conferring degrees and
certificates, including the accreditation
of programs offered via distance
education.)

5. National Association of Schools of
Art and Design, Commission on
Accreditation (Current scope of
recognition: The accreditation
throughout the United States of
institutions and units within
institutions offering degree-granting and
non-degree-granting programs in art and
design and art and design-related
disciplines.) (Requested scope of
recognition: The accreditation
throughout the United States of
institutions and units within
institutions offering degree-granting and
non-degree-granting programs in art and
design and art and design-related
disciplines, including programs offered
via distance education.)

6. National Association of Schools of
Dance, Commission on Accreditation
(Current scope of recognition: The
accreditation throughout the United
States of institutions and units within
institutions offering degree-granting and
non-degree-granting programs in dance
and dance-related disciplines.)
(Requested scope of recognition: The
accreditation throughout the United
States of institutions and units within
institutions offering degree-granting and
non-degree-granting programs in dance
and dance-related disciplines, including

programs offered via distance
education.)

7. National Association of Schools of
Music, Commission on Accreditation,
Commission on Non-Degree-Granting
Accreditation, Commission on
Community/Junior College
Accreditation (Current scope of
recognition: The accreditation
throughout the United States of
institutions and units within
institutions offering degree-granting and
non-degree-granting programs in music
and music-related disciplines, including
community/junior colleges and
independent degree-granting and non-
degree-granting institutions.) (Requested
scope of recognition: The accreditation
throughout the United States of
institutions, including community/
junior colleges and independent degree-
granting and non-degree-granting
institutions, and units within
institutions offering degree-granting and
non-degree-granting programs in music
and music-related disciplines, including
programs offered via distance
education.)

8. National Association of Schools of
Theatre, Commission on Accreditation
(Current scope of recognition: The
accreditation throughout the United
States of institutions and units within
institutions offering degree-granting and
non-degree-granting programs in theatre
and theatre-related disciplines.)
(Requested scope of recognition: The
accreditation throughout the United
States of institutions and units within
institutions offering degree-granting and
non-degree-granting programs in theatre
and theatre-related disciplines,
including programs offered via distance
education.)

9. New England Association of
Schools and Colleges, Commission on
Institutions of Higher Education
(Current scope of recognition: The
accreditation and preaccreditation
(“Candidacy status”) of institutions of
higher education in Connecticut, Maine,
Massachusetts, New Hampshire, Rhode
Island, and Vermont that award
bachelor’s, master’s, and/or doctoral
degrees and associate degree-granting
institutions in those states that include
degrees in liberal arts or general studies
among their offerings. This recognition
extends to the Board of Trustees of the
Association jointly with the
Commission for decisions involving
preaccreditation, initial accreditation,
and adverse actions.) (Requested scope
of recognition: The accreditation and
preaccreditation (‘“Candidacy status’) of
institutions of higher education in
Connecticut, Maine, Massachusetts,
New Hampshire, Rhode Island, and
Vermont that award bachelor’s,

master’s, and/or doctoral degrees and
associate degree-granting institutions in
those states that include degrees in
liberal arts or general studies among
their offerings, and the accreditation of
programs offered via distance education
within these institutions. This
recognition extends to the Board of
Trustees of the Association jointly with
the Commission for decisions involving
preaccreditation, initial accreditation,
and adverse actions.)

10. New England Association of
Schools and Colleges, Commission on
Technical and Career Institutions
(Current scope of recognition: The
accreditation and preaccreditation
(“Candidate status”) of secondary
institutions with vocational-technical
programs at the 13th and 14th grade
level, postsecondary institutions, and
institutions of higher education that
provide primarily vocational/technical
education at the certificate, associate,
and baccalaureate degree levels in
Connecticut, Maine, Massachusetts,
New Hampshire, Rhode Island, and
Vermont. This recognition extends to
the Board of Trustees of the Association
jointly with the Commission for
decisions involving preaccreditation,
initial accreditation, and adverse
actions.) (Requested scope of
recognition: The accreditation and
preaccreditation (“Candidate status’) of
secondary institutions with vocational-
technical programs at the 13th and 14th
grade level, postsecondary institutions,
and institutions of higher education that
provide primarily vocational/technical
education at the certificate, associate,
and baccalaureate degree levels in
Connecticut, Maine, Massachusetts,
New Hampshire, Rhode Island, and
Vermont, and the accreditation of
programs offered via distance education
within these institutions. This
recognition extends to the Board of
Trustees of the Association jointly with
the Commission for decisions involving
preaccreditation, initial accreditation,
and adverse actions.)

11. North Central Association of
Colleges and Schools, The Higher
Learning Commission (Current scope of
recognition: The accreditation and
preaccreditation (‘‘Candidate for
Accreditation”) of degree-granting
institutions of higher education in
Arizona, Arkansas, Colorado, Illinois,
Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Michigan,
Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska, New
Mexico, North Dakota, Ohio, Oklahoma,
South Dakota, West Virginia, Wisconsin,
Wyoming, including schools of the
Navajo Nation.) (Requested scope of
recognition: The accreditation and
preaccreditation (‘‘Candidate for
Accreditation”) of degree-granting
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institutions of higher education in
Arizona, Arkansas, Colorado, Illinois,
Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Michigan,
Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska, New
Mexico, North Dakota, Ohio, Oklahoma,
South Dakota, West Virginia, Wisconsin,
Wyoming, including schools of the
Navajo Nation, and the accreditation of
programs offered via distance education
within these institutions.)

12. Northwest Association of Schools
and of Colleges and Universities,
Commission on Colleges and
Universities (Current scope of
recognition: The accreditation and
preaccreditation (“Candidacy status”) of
postsecondary educational institutions
in Alaska, Idaho, Montana, Nevada,
Oregon, Utah, and Washington.)
(Requested scope of recognition: The
accreditation and preaccreditation
(““Candidacy status’) of postsecondary
educational institutions in Alaska,
Idaho, Montana, Nevada, Oregon, Utah,
and Washington, and the accreditation
of programs offered via distance
education within these institutions.)

13. Western Association of Schools
and Colleges, Accrediting Commission
for Community and Junior Colleges
(Current scope of recognition: The
accreditation and preaccreditation
(“Candidate for Accreditation”) of
community and junior colleges located
in California, Hawaii, the United States
territories of Guam and American
Samoa, the Republic of Palau, the
Federated States of Micronesia, the
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana
Islands, and the Republic of the
Marshall Islands.) (Requested scope of
recognition: The accreditation and
preaccreditation (‘‘Candidate for
Accreditation”) of community and
junior colleges located in California,
Hawaii, the United States territories of
Guam and American Samoa, the
Republic of Palau, the Federated States
of Micronesia, the Commonwealth of
the Northern Mariana Islands, and the
Republic of the Marshall Islands, and
the accreditation of programs offered via
distance education at these colleges.)

Petition for an Expansion of Scope

1. National Accrediting Commission
of Cosmetology Arts and Sciences
(Current scope of recognition: The
accreditation of postsecondary schools
and departments of cosmetology arts
and sciences.) (Requested scope of
recognition: The accreditation
throughout the United States of
postsecondary schools and departments
of cosmetology arts and sciences and
massage therapy.)

Interim Reports (An interim report is
a follow-up report on an accrediting
agency’s compliance with specific

criteria for recognition that was
requested by the Secretary when the
Secretary granted renewed recognition
to the agency.)

1. Accrediting Council for
Independent Colleges and Schools

2. American College of Nurse-
Midwives, Division of Accreditation

3. American Council on
Pharmaceutical Education

4. Commission on Opticianry
Accreditation

5. Joint Review Committee on
Education in Radiologic Technology

6. Joint Review Committee on
Educational Programs in Nuclear
Medicine Technology

7. Western Association of Schools and
Colleges, Accrediting Commission for
Senior Colleges and Universities

State Agencies Recognized for the
Approval of Public Postsecondary
Vocational Education

Petition for Renewal of Recognition

1. Oklahoma Board of Career and
Technology Education (Current scope of
recognition: The approval of public
postsecondary vocational education
offered at institutions in the State of
Oklahoma that are not under the
jurisdiction of the Oklahoma State
Regents for Higher Education.)

State Agencies Recognized for the
Approval of Nurse Education

Petition for Renewal of Recognition

1. Iowa Board of Nursing.
2. Maryland Board of Nursing.

Federal Agency Seeking Degree-
Granting Authority

In accordance with the Federal policy
governing the granting of academic
degrees by Federal agencies (approved
by a letter from the Director, Bureau of
the Budget, to the Secretary, Health,
Education, and Welfare, dated
December 23, 1954), the Secretary is
required to establish a review committee
to advise the Secretary concerning any
legislation that may be proposed that
would authorize the granting of degrees
by a Federal agency. The review
committee forwards its recommendation
concerning a Federal agency’s proposed
degree-granting authority to the
Secretary, who then forwards the
committee’s recommendation and the
Secretary’s recommendation to the
Office of Management and Budget for
review and transmittal to the Congress.
The Secretary uses the Advisory
Committee as the review committee
required for this purpose. Accordingly,
the Advisory Committee will review the
following institution at this meeting:

Proposed Master’s Degree-Granting
Authority

1. U.S. Marine Corps University,
Quantico, VA (request to award a
master’s degree of Operational Studies).

Who Can Make Third-Party Oral
Presentations at this Meeting?

We invite you to make a third-party
oral presentation before the National
Advisory Committee concerning the
recognition of any agency published in
this notice.

How Do I Request to Make an Oral
Presentation?

You must submit a written request to
make an oral presentation concerning an
agency listed in this notice to the
contact person so that the request is
received via mail, fax, or e-mail no later
than November 8, 2002. Your request
(no more than 6 pages maximum) must
include:

e The names, addresses, phone
numbers, and fax numbers of all persons
seeking an appearance,

* The organization they represent,
and

* A brief summary of the principal
points to be made during the oral
presentation.

If you wish, you may attach
documents illustrating the main points
of your oral testimony. Please keep in
mind, however, that any attachments
are included in the 6-page limit. Please
do not send materials directly to
Committee members. Only materials
submitted by the deadline to the contact
person listed in this notice and in
accordance with these instructions
become part of the official record and
are considered by the Committee in its
deliberations. Documents received after
the November 8, 2002 deadline will not
be distributed to the Advisory
Committee for their consideration.
Individuals making oral presentations
may not distribute written materials at
the meeting.

If I Cannot Attend the Meeting, Can I
Submit Written Comments Regarding
an Accrediting Agency in Lieu of
Making an Oral Presentation?

This notice requests third-party oral
testimony, not written comment. A
request for written comments on
agencies that are being reviewed during
this meeting, with the exception of the
National Accrediting Commission of
Cosmetology Arts and Sciences, was
published in the Federal Register on
July 24, 2002. A request for written
comments on the petition for an
expansion of scope submitted by the
National Accrediting Commission of
Cosmetology Arts and Sciences will be
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published in the Federal Register in the
near future. The Advisory Committee
will receive and consider only written
comments submitted by the applicable
deadlines specified in the Federal
Register notices referenced above.

How Do I Request to Present Comments
Regarding General Issues Rather Than
Specific Accrediting Agencies?

At the conclusion of the meeting, the
Comumnittee, at its discretion, may invite
attendees to address the Committee
briefly on issues pertaining to the
functions of the Committee, which are
listed earlier in this notice. If you are
interested in making such comments,
you should inform Ms. LeBold before or
during the meeting.

How May I Obtain Access to the
Records of the Meeting?

We will record the meeting and make
a transcript available for public
inspection at the U.S. Department of
Education, 1990 K St., NW, Washington,
DC 20006 between the hours of 9 a.m.
and 4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday,
except Federal holidays. It is preferred
that an appointment be made in
advance of such inspection.

How May I Obtain Electronic Access to
This Document?

You may view this document, as well
as all other Department of Education
documents published in the Federal
Register, in text or Adobe Portable
Document Format (PDF) on the Internet
at the following site: http://www.ed.gov/
legislation/FedRegister. To use PDF you
must have Adobe Acrobat Reader,
which is available free at this site. If you
have questions about using PDF, call the
U.S. Government Printing Office (GPO),
toll free, at 1-888—293—6498; or in the
Washington, DC, area at (202) 512-1530.

Note: The official version of this document
is the document published in the Federal
Register. Free Internet access to the official
edition of the Federal Register and the Code
of Federal Regulations is available on GPO
Access at: http://www.access.gpo.gov/nara/
index.html

Authority: 5 U.S.C. Appendix 2.
Dated: September 26, 2002.
Sally L. Stroup,

Assistant Secretary for Postsecondary
Education.

[FR Doc. 02—25210 Filed 10-3-02; 8:45 am)]
BILLING CODE 4000-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY

Agency Information Collection Under
Review by the Office of Management
and Budget (OMB)

AGENCY: Department of Energy.
ACTION: Submission for OMB review;
comment request.

SUMMARY: The Department of Energy
(DOE) has submitted an information
collection package to the OMB for
renewal under the Paperwork Reduction
Act of 1995. The package requests a 3-
year extension of its financial assistance
information collection, OMB Control
Number 1910-0400, titled ‘“Financial
Assistance”. This information collection
package covers information necessary to
solicit, negotiate, award and administer
grants and cooperative agreements
under the Department’s financial
assistance programs. The information is
used by Departmental management to
exercise management oversight, with
respect to the implementation of
applicable statutory and regulatory
requirements and obligations. The
collection of this information is critical
to ensure the Government has sufficient
information to judge the degree to
which awardees meet the terms of their
agreements; that public funds are being
spent in the manner intended; and that
fraud, waste, and abuse are immediately
detected and eliminated.

DATES AND ADDRESSES: Comments
regarding the information collection
package should be submitted to the
OMB Desk Officer at the following
address no later than November 4, 2002.
DOE Desk Officer, Office of Information
and Regulatory Affairs (OIRA), Office of
Management and Budget, Docket
Library, Room 10102, 725 17th Street,
NW., Washington, DC 20503. If you
anticipate that you will be submitting
comments, but find it difficult to do so
within the period of time allowed by
this notice, you should advise the OMB
Desk Officer of your intention to do so
as soon as possible. The Desk Officer
may be telephoned at (202) 395-3087.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Susan L. Frey , Director, Records
Management Division, Office of Records
and Business Management, Office of the
Chief Information Officer, U.S.
Department of Energy, Washington, DC
20585-1290, (301) 903—-3666, or e-mail
susan.frey@hq.doe.gov. (Also notify
Richard B. Langston, Office of
Procurement and Assistance Policy
(ME-61), Washington, DC 20585 or e-
mail richard.langston@hq.doe.gov.)
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
package contains: (1) Title: Financial
Assistance;

(2) Current OMB Control Number:
1910-0400; (3) Type of Respondents:
DOE financial assistance applicants and
awardees; (4) Estimated Number of
Responses: 44,457; (5) Estimated Total
Burden Hours: 15,544, including
recordkeeping hours, required to
provide the information; (6) Purpose:
This information is required by the
Department to ensure that programmatic
and administrative management
requirements and resources are
managed efficiently and effectively and
to exercise management oversight of
DOE award recipients; (7) Number of
Collections: The package contains 58
information and/or recordkeeping
requirements.

Statutory Authority: Section 3506(c)(2)(A)

of the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995
(Pub. L. No. 104-13).

Issued in Washington, DC, on September
30, 2002.
Susan L. Frey,

Director, Records Management Division,
Office of Records and Business Management,
Office of the Chief Information Officer.

[FR Doc. 02-25256 Filed 10-3-02; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6450-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY

Office of Science Financial Assistance
Program Notice 03-04: Joint
Interagency Program on
Phytoremediation Research

AGENCY: Department of Energy (DOE).
ACTION: Notice inviting grant
applications.

SUMMARY: The Office of Biological and
Environmental Research (OBER) of the
Office of Science (SC), U.S. Department
of Energy (DOE), hereby announces its
interest in receiving applications for
research grants in the Joint Interagency
Program on Phytoremediation Research.
The DOE is cooperating with the
National Science Foundation, the Office
of Naval Research, and the Strategic
Environmental Research and
Development Program in this joint
announcement. The focus of the
program is on basic research projects
that address the fundamental
mechanisms of interactions between
plants, microorganisms, and
contaminant chemicals in soils,
sediments and water (potentially
marine, estuarine, or freshwater
systems) that result in the degradation,
extraction, volatilization, or
stabilization of the contaminant.
Contaminants of interest include
organic pollutants, radionuclides and
metals. Information derived from such
research should provide the knowledge
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