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The restrictions will be announced to
state officials, fishermen, ALWTRT
members, and other interested parties
through e-mail, phone contact, NOAA
website, and other appropriate media
immediately upon filing with the
Federal Register.

Classification

In accordance with section 118(£)(9) of
the MMPA, the Assistant Administrator
for Fisheries (AA) has determined that
this action is necessary to implement a
take reduction plan to protect North
Atlantic right whales.

This action falls within the scope of
alternatives and impacts analyzed in the
Final EAs prepared for the ALWTRP’s
DAM program. Further analysis under
the National Environmental Policy Act
is not required.

NMEF'S provided prior notice and an
opportunity for public comment on the
regulations establishing the criteria and
procedures for implementing a DAM
zone. Providing prior notice and
opportunity for comment on this action,
pursuant to those regulations, would be
impracticable because it would prevent
NMFS from executing its functions to
protect and reduce serious injury and
mortality of endangered right whales.
The regulations establishing the DAM
program are designed to enable the
agency to help protect unexpected
concentrations of right whales. In order
to meet the goals of the DAM program,
the agency needs to be able to create a
DAM zone and implement restrictions
on fishing gear as soon as possible once
the criteria are triggered and NMFS
determines that a DAM restricted zone
is appropriate. If NMFS were to provide
prior notice and an opportunity for
public comment upon the creation of a
DAM restricted zone, the aggregated
right whales would be vulnerable to
entanglement which could result in
serious injury and mortality.
Additionally, the right whales would
most likely move on to another location
before NMFS could implement the
restrictions designed to protect them,
thereby rendering the action obsolete.
Therefore, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
553(b)(B), the AA finds that good cause
exists to waive prior notice and an
opportunity to comment on this action
to implement a DAM restricted zone to
reduce the risk of entanglement of
endangered right whales in commercial
lobster trap/pot and anchored gillnet
gear as such procedures would be
impracticable.

For the same reasons, the AA finds
that, under 5 U.S.C. 553(d)(3), good
cause exists to waive the 30—day delay
in effective date. If NMFS were to delay
for 30 days the effective date of this

action, the aggregated right whales
would be vulnerable to entanglement,
which could cause serious injury and
mortality. Additionally, right whales
would likely move to another location
between the time NMFS approved the
action creating the DAM restricted zone
and the time it went into effect, thereby
rendering the action obsolete and
ineffective. Nevertheless, NMFS
recognizes the need for fishermen to
have time to either modify or remove (if
not in compliance with the required
restrictions) their gear from a DAM zone
once one is approved. Thus, NMFS
makes this action effective 2 days after
the date of publication of this notice in
the Federal Register. NMFS will also
endeavor to provide notice of this action
to fishermen through other means as
soon as the AA approves it, thereby
providing approximately 3 additional
days of notice while the Office of the
Federal Register processes the document
for publication.

NMFS determined that the regulations
establishing the DAM program and
actions such as this one taken pursuant
to those regulations are consistent to the
maximum extent practicable with the
enforceable policies of the approved
coastal management program of the U.S.
Atlantic coastal states. This
determination was submitted for review
by the responsible state agencies under
section 307 of the Coastal Zone
Management Act. Following state
review of the regulations creating the
DAM program, no state disagreed with
NMFS’ conclusion that the DAM
program is consistent to the maximum
extent practicable with the enforceable
policies of the approved coastal
management program for that state.

The DAM program under which
NMFS is taking this action contains
policies with federalism implications
warranting preparation of a federalism
assessment under Executive Order
13132. Accordingly, in October 2001
and March 2003, the Assistant Secretary
for Intergovernmental and Legislative
Affairs, DOC, provided notice of the
DAM program and its amendments to
the appropriate elected officials in states
to be affected by actions taken pursuant
to the DAM program. Federalism issues
raised by state officials were addressed
in the final rules implementing the
DAM program. A copy of the federalism
Summary Impact Statement for the final
rules is available upon request
(ADDRESSES).

The rule implementing the DAM
program has been determined to be not
significant under Executive Order
12866.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1361 et seq. and 50
CFR 229.32(g)(3)

Dated: March 18, 2004.
John Oliver,
Deputy Assistant Administrator for
Operations, National Marine Fisheries
Service.
[FR Doc. 04-6565 Filed 3—19-04; 1:48 pm]
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ACTION: Inseason action; trip limit
reduction.

SUMMARY: NMFS reduces the trip limit
in the commercial hook-and-line fishery
for king mackerel in the southern
Florida west coast subzone to 500 lb
(227 kg) of king mackerel per day in or
from the exclusive economic zone
(EEZ). This trip limit reduction is
necessary to protect the Gulf king
mackerel resource.

DATES: This rule is effective 12:01 a.m.,
local time, March 20, 2004, through
June 30, 2004, unless changed by further
notification in the Federal Register.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Mark Godcharles, telephone: (727) 570—
5727, fax: (727) 570-5583, e-mail:
Mark.Godcharles@noaa.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
fishery for coastal migratory pelagic fish
(king mackerel, Spanish mackerel, cero,
cobia, little tunny, dolphin, and, in the
Gulf of Mexico only, bluefish) is
managed under the Fishery
Management Plan for the Coastal
Migratory Pelagic Resources of the Gulf
of Mexico and South Atlantic (FMP).
The FMP was prepared by the Gulf of
Mexico and South Atlantic Fishery
Management Councils (Councils) and is
implemented under the authority of the
Magnuson-Stevens Fishery
Conservation and Management Act
(Magnuson-Stevens Act) by regulations
at 50 CFR part 622.

Based on the Councils’ recommended
total allowable catch and the allocation
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ratios in the FMP, on April 30, 2001 (66
FR 17368, March 30, 2001) NMFS
implemented a commercial quota of
2.25 million 1b (1.02 million kg) for the
eastern zone (Florida) of the Gulf
migratory group of king mackerel. That
quota is further divided into separate
quotas for the Florida east coast subzone
and the northern and southern Florida
west coast subzones. On April 27, 2000,
NMFS implemented the final rule (65
FR 16336, March 28, 2000) that divided
the Florida west coast subzone of the
eastern zone into northern and southern
subzones, and established their separate
quotas. The quota implemented for the
southern Florida west coast subzone is
1,040,625 1b (472,020 kg). That quota is
further divided into two equal quotas of
520,312 1b (236,010 kg) for vessels in
each of two groups fishing with hook-
and-line gear and run-around gillnets
(50 CFR 622.42(c)(1)({)(A)(2)(i)).

In accordance with 50 CFR
622.44(a)(2)(ii)(B)(2), from the date that
75 percent of the southern Florida west
coast subzone’s quota has been
harvested until a closure of the
subzone’s fishery has been effected or
the fishing year ends, king mackerel in
or from the EEZ may be possessed on
board or landed from a permitted vessel
in amounts not exceeding 500 1b (227
kg) per day.

NMFS has determined that 75 percent
of the quota for Gulf group king
mackerel for vessels using hook-and-
line gear in the southern Florida west
coast subzone will be reached on March
19, 2004. Accordingly, a 500-1b (227—
kg) trip limit applies to vessels in the
commercial hook-and-line fishery for
king mackerel in or from the EEZ in the
southern Florida west coast subzone
effective 12:01 a.m., local time, March
20, 2004. The 500-1b (227-kg) trip limit
will remain in effect until the fishery
closes or until the end of the current
fishing year (June 30, 2004), whichever
occurs first.

The Florida west coast subzone is that
part of the eastern zone south and west
of 25°20.4’ N. lat. (a line directly east
from the Miami-Dade County, FL
boundary). The Florida west coast
subzone is further divided into northern
and southern subzones. The southern
subzone is that part of the Florida west
coast subzone which from November 1
through March 31 extends south and
west from 25°20.4’ N. lat. to 26°19.8” N.
lat.(a line directly west from the Lee/
Collier County, FL boundary), i.e., the
area off Collier and Monroe Counties.
From April 1 through October 31, the
southern subzone is that part of the
Florida west coast subzone which is
between 26°19.8° N. lat. and 25°48’ N.
lat.(a line directly west from the

Monroe/Collier County, FL boundary),
i.e., the area off Collier County.

Classification

This action responds to the best
available information recently obtained
from the fishery. The Assistant
Administrator for Fisheries, NOAA,
(AA), finds good cause to waive the
requirement to provide prior notice and
opportunity for public comment
pursuant to the authority set forth at 5
U.S.C. 553(b)(B), as such prior notice
and opportunity for public comment is
unnecessary and contrary to the public
interest. Such procedures would be
unnecessary because the rule itself
already has been subject to notice and
comment, and all that remains is to
notify the public of the trip limit
reduction. Allowing prior notice and
opportunity for public comment is
contrary to the public interest because
of the need to immediately implement
this action in order to protect the fishery
since the capacity of the fishing fleet
allows for rapid harvest of the quota.
Prior notice and opportunity for public
comment will require time and would
potentially result in a harvest well in
excess of the established quota.

For the aforementioned reasons, the
AA also finds good cause to waive the
30 day delay in the effectiveness of this
action under 5 U.S.C. 553(d)(3).

This action is taken under 50 CFR
622.43(a) and is exempt from review
under Executive Order 12866.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.
Dated: March 18, 2004.

Alan D. Risenhoover,

Acting Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 04-6474 Filed 3—18-04; 3:08 pm]
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ACTION: Final rule.

SUMMARY: NMFS issues this final rule to
implement approved management
measures contained in a regulatory
amendment to modify the reporting and
recordkeeping regulations for federally
permitted seafood dealers participating
in the summer flounder, scup, black sea
bass, Atlantic sea scallop, Northeast
(NE) multispecies, monkfish, Atlantic
mackerel, squid, butterfish, Atlantic
surfclam, ocean quahog, Atlantic
herring, Atlantic deep-sea red crab,
tilefish, Atlantic bluefish, skates, and/or
spiny dogfish fisheries in the NE
Region. The purpose of this action is to
improve monitoring of commercial
landings by collecting more timely and
accurate data, enhance enforceability of
the existing regulations, promote
compliance with existing regulations,
and ensure consistency in reporting
requirements among fisheries.

DATES: This final rule is effective May 1,
2004.

ADDRESSES: Copies of the regulatory
amendment, its Regulatory Impact
Review (RIR), the Initial Regulatory
Flexibility Analysis (IRFA), and other
supporting materials are available from
Patricia A. Kurkul, Regional
Administrator, Northeast Region,
NMEFS, One Blackburn Drive,
Gloucester, MA 01930. The regulatory
amendment/RIR/IRFA is also accessible
via the Internet at
http:www.nero.nmfs.gov.

Written comments regarding the
burden-hour estimates or other aspects
of the collection-of-information
requirements contained in this final rule
may be submitted to Patricia A. Kurkul
at the above address and by e-mail to
David Rostker@omb.eop.gov, or by fax

to (202) 395-7285.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Michael Pentony, Senior Fishery Policy
Analyst, (978)281-9283, fax (978)281—
9135, email Michael. Pentony@noaa.gov.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This final
rule implements measures contained in
a regulatory amendment to modify the
reporting and recordkeeping regulations
for federally permitted seafood dealers.
This action will require daily electronic
reporting of all fish purchased
(including fish received) by federally
permitted dealers who are determined
to be large dealers while delaying the
daily reporting requirement for all small
dealers who initially will be required to
report electronically on a weekly basis.
Also, it will eliminate dealer reporting
via the Interactive Voice Response (IVR)
system; implement a trip identifier
requirement for dealers; require dealers
to report the disposition of purchased
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