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Opossumtown Pike, Frederick, MD 
21702. 

Comments on the scope of the EIS for 
the proposed project should be received 
no later than July 8, 2004. Additional 
information on how to submit 
comments is included in the 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION section.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The 
mission of the DHS, as stated in the 
Homeland Security Act (Pub. L. 107–
296), is to prevent terrorist attacks 
within the United States, to reduce 
America’s vulnerability to terrorism, 
and to minimize the damage and assist 
in recovery efforts from attacks that may 
occur. DHS has the specific 
responsibility to identify and develop 
countermeasures to biological threats in 
support of this mission. In accordance 
with specific national policy directives 
and DHS strategic policy, construction 
of the NBACC facility is proposed to 
support the DHS goals by countering 
bioterrorism threats through the conduct 
of research and operational programs. 

To accomplish this mission, the 
proposed NBACC facility will provide 
the research laboratory and office space 
to meet program requirements for 
biological threat characterization and 
bioforensic operations and research. 

• Biological Threat Characterization 
reduces the nation’s vulnerabilities to 
biological threats by conducting 
research to better understand current 
biological threats as well as future 
threats. Additionally, this program will 
conduct science-based comprehensive 
risk assessments to anticipate, prevent, 
respond to and recover from an attack 
through the execution of an integrated 
science program at the NBACC facility. 

• Bioforensics Operations and 
Research provides a validated, 
authoritative assessment of collected 
materials subject to forensic analysis. 
This same material may then be linked 
through identification of the 
biochemical fingerprint to the source. 

The proposed NBACC facility will 
include laboratories designed and 
constructed to Biosafety Levels -2, -3, 
and -4 standards that will enable DHS 
researchers to safely conduct these 
research and forensics programs to 
accomplish this work. ‘‘Biosafety 
Levels’’ is a system of well-defined 
facilities, equipment, and procedures 
established to minimize risk of exposure 
to potentially hazardous agents for 
laboratory workers and the outside 
environment. The research conducted at 
NBACC will be solely defensive in 
nature, serving to understand and 
attribute the threats that may be used 
against the United States in a biological 
attack. 

The proposed location is on an 
approximately 7-acre plot within the 
National Interagency Biodefense 
Campus on Area A of Fort Detrick, 
Maryland, near facilities of the U.S. 
Army Medical Research Institute of 
Infectious Diseases, the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture, and the planned 
National Institutes of Health Integrated 
Research Facility. 

Issues to be analyzed in the EIS will 
include safety of laboratory operations; 
public health and safety; handling, 
collection, treatment, and disposal of 
research wastes; and analysis of other 
risks, as well as concerns for pollution 
prevention and impacts of the proposed 
action on air quality, biological 
resources, cultural resources, water 
resources, land use, and socioeconomic 
resources. The EIS will address several 
alternatives, including citing the 
proposed NBACC facility at another 
location on the grounds of Fort Detrick; 
locating the proposed NBACC facility 
on other existing government-owned 
property outside of Fort Detrick; siting 
the proposed NBACC facility on 
privately-owned property outside Fort 
Detrick; and a No-Action alternative, 
under which the proposed NBACC 
facility would not be built. Additional 
alternatives may be identified in the 
Public Scoping process. 

Public Participation: The DHS and the 
U.S. Army invite full public 
participation to promote open 
communication and better decision-
making. All interested persons and 
organizations, including minority, low-
income, disadvantaged, and Native 
American groups, are urged to 
participate in this NEPA environmental 
analysis process. Assistance will be 
provided upon request to anyone with 
special needs to facilitate their 
participation in the NEPA process. 

To ensure that the full range of issues 
related to this proposed action and the 
scope of this EIS are addressed, oral and 
written comments are invited from all 
interested parties, including appropriate 
federal, state, and local agencies, and 
private organizations and citizens. 

Public comments are welcome 
throughout the NEPA process and 
should be directed to Kevin Anderson, 
Department of Homeland Security, 7435 
New Technology Way, Suite A, 
Frederick, MD 21703. Additional formal 
opportunities for public participation 
after the Public Scoping are tentatively 
scheduled as follows: 

Review and comment on the Draft EIS 
(including a public meeting), August–
September 2004. 

Public meeting on the Draft EIS, 
August 2004. 

Notices of Availability for the Draft 
EIS, Final EIS, and Record of Decision 
will be provided through direct mail, 
the Federal Register, and other media. 
Notifications also will be sent to federal, 
state, and local agencies and persons 
and organizations that submit comments 
or questions throughout the NEPA 
process. Precise schedules and locations 
for public meetings will be announced 
in the local news media. Interested 
individuals and organizations may 
request to be included on the mailing 
list for public distribution of meeting 
announcements and associated 
documents.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Kevin Anderson, 301–846–2156.

Authority: 42 U.S.C. 4321–4347 (National 
Environmental Policy Act).

Dated: June 3, 2004. 
Maureen I. McCarthy, 
Director, Research and Development, Science 
and Technology Directorate.
[FR Doc. 04–12908 Filed 6–4–04; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 4410–10–U

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND 
SECURITY 

Federal Emergency Management 
Agency 

[FEMA–1516–DR] 

Arkansas; Major Disaster and Related 
Determinations

AGENCY: Federal Emergency 
Management Agency, Emergency 
Preparedness and Response Directorate, 
Department of Homeland Security.
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: This is a notice of the 
Presidential declaration of a major 
disaster for the State of Arkansas 
(FEMA–1516–DR), dated May 7, 2004, 
and related determinations.
EFFECTIVE DATE: May 7, 2004.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Magda Ruiz, Recovery Division, Federal 
Emergency Management Agency, 
Washington, DC 20472, (202) 646–2705.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Notice is 
hereby given that, in a letter dated May 
7, 2004, the President declared a major 
disaster under the authority of the 
Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and 
Emergency Assistance Act, 42 U.S.C. 
5121–5206 (the Stafford Act), as follows:

I have determined that the damage in 
certain areas of the State of Arkansas, 
resulting from severe storms, flooding and 
landslides on April 19, 2004, and continuing, 
is of sufficient severity and magnitude to 
warrant a major disaster declaration under
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the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and 
Emergency Assistance Act, 42 U.S.C. 5121–
5206 (the Stafford Act). I, therefore, declare 
that such a major disaster exists in the State 
of Arkansas. 

In order to provide Federal assistance, you 
are hereby authorized to allocate from funds 
available for these purposes, such amounts as 
you find necessary for Federal disaster 
assistance and administrative expenses. 

You are authorized to provide Public 
Assistance in the designated areas and 
Hazard Mitigation throughout the State, and 
any other forms of assistance under the 
Stafford Act you may deem appropriate. 
Direct Federal Assistance is authorized, if 
warranted. Consistent with the requirement 
that Federal assistance be supplemental, any 
Federal funds provided under the Stafford 
Act for Public Assistance and Hazard 
Mitigation will be limited to 75 percent of the 
total eligible costs. If Other Needs Assistance 
under section 408 of the Stafford Act is later 
warranted, Federal funding under that 
program will also be limited to 75 percent of 
the total eligible costs. 

Further, you are authorized to make 
changes to this declaration to the extent 
allowable under the Stafford Act.

The Federal Emergency Management 
Agency (FEMA) hereby gives notice that 
pursuant to the authority vested in the 
Under Secretary for Emergency 
Preparedness and Response, Department 
of Homeland Security, under Executive 
Order 12148, as amended, Carlos 
Mitchell, of FEMA is appointed to act as 
the Federal Coordinating Officer for this 
declared disaster. 

I do hereby determine the following 
areas of the State of Arkansas to have 
been affected adversely by this declared 
major disaster:

Baxter, Boone, Carroll, Franklin, Jackson, 
Johnson, Madison, Marion, Newton, Searcy, 
Stone, Washington, and Woodruff Counties 
for Public Assistance. Direct Federal 
Assistance is authorized, if warranted.

All counties within the State of 
Arkansas are eligible to apply for 
assistance under the Hazard Mitigation 
Grant Program.

(The following Catalog of Federal Domestic 
Assistance Numbers (CFDA) are to be used 
for reporting and drawing funds: 97.030, 
Community Disaster Loans; 97.031, Cora 
Brown Fund Program; 97.032, Crisis 
Counseling; 97.033, Disaster Legal Services 
Program; 97.034, Disaster Unemployment 
Assistance (DUA); 97.046, Fire Management 
Assistance; 97.048, Individual and 
Household Housing; 97.049, Individual and 
Household Disaster Housing Operations; 
97.050 Individual and Household Program-

Other Needs, 97.036, Public Assistance 
Grants; 97.039, Hazard Mitigation Grant 
Program.)

Michael D. Brown, 
Under Secretary, Emergency Preparedness 
and Response, Department of Homeland 
Security.
[FR Doc. 04–12793 Filed 6–4–04; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 9110–10–P

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND 
SECURITY 

Federal Emergency Management 
Agency 

[FEMA–1516–DR] 

Arkansas; Amendment No. 1 to Notice 
of a Major Disaster Declaration

AGENCY: Federal Emergency 
Management Agency, Emergency 
Preparedness and Response Directorate, 
Department of Homeland Security.
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: This notice amends the notice 
of a major disaster for the State of 
Arkansas (FEMA–1516–DR), dated May 
7, 2004, and related determinations.
DATES: Effective Date: May 18, 2004.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Magda Ruiz, Recovery Division, Federal 
Emergency Management Agency, 
Washington, DC 20472, (202) 646–2705.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Notice is 
hereby given that the incident period for 
this disaster is closed effective May 18, 
2004.

(The following Catalog of Federal Domestic 
Assistance Numbers (CFDA) are to be used 
for reporting and drawing funds: 97.030, 
Community Disaster Loans; 97.031, Cora 
Brown Fund Program; 97.032, Crisis 
Counseling; 97.033, Disaster Legal Services 
Program; 97.034, Disaster Unemployment 
Assistance (DUA); 97.046, Fire Management 
Assistance; 97.048, Individual and 
Household Housing; 97.049, Individual and 
Household Disaster Housing Operations; 
97.050 Individual and Household Program-
Other Needs, 97.036, Public Assistance 
Grants; 97.039, Hazard Mitigation Grant 
Program.)

Michael D. Brown, 
Under Secretary, Emergency Preparedness 
and Response, Department of Homeland 
Security.
[FR Doc. 04–12794 Filed 6–4–04; 8:45 am] 
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DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND 
SECURITY 

Federal Emergency Management 
Agency 

[FEMA–1516–DR] 

Arkansas; Amendment No. 2 to Notice 
of a Major Disaster Declaration

AGENCY: Federal Emergency 
Management Agency, Emergency 
Preparedness and Response Directorate, 
Department of Homeland Security.

ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: This notice amends the notice 
of a major disaster declaration for the 
State of Arkansas (FEMA–1516–DR), 
dated May 7, 2004, and related 
determinations.

DATES: Effective Date: May 21, 2004.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Magda Ruiz, Recovery Division, Federal 
Emergency Management Agency, 
Washington, DC 20472, (202) 646–2705.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The notice 
of a major disaster declaration for the 
State of Arkansas is hereby amended to 
include the following area among those 
areas determined to have been adversely 
affected by the catastrophe declared a 
major disaster by the President in his 
declaration of May 7, 2004: 

Independence County for Public 
Assistance.

(The following Catalog of Federal Domestic 
Assistance Numbers (CFDA) are to be used 
for reporting and drawing funds: 97.030, 
Community Disaster Loans; 97.031, Cora 
Brown Fund Program; 97.032, Crisis 
Counseling; 97.033, Disaster Legal Services 
Program; 97.034, Disaster Unemployment 
Assistance (DUA); 97.046, Fire Management 
Assistance; 97.048, Individual and 
Household Housing; 97.049, Individual and 
Household Disaster Housing Operations; 
97.050, Individual and Household Program-
Other Needs, 97.036, Public Assistance 
Grants; 97.039, Hazard Mitigation Grant 
Program.)

Michael D. Brown, 
Under Secretary, Emergency Preparedness 
and Response, Department of Homeland 
Security.
[FR Doc. 04–12795 Filed 6–4–04; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 9110–10–P
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