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development of the environmental
impact statement.

Early Notice of Importance of Public
Participation in Subsequent
Environmental Review: A draft
environmental impact statement will be
prepared for comment. The comment
period on the draft environmental
impact statement will be 45 days from
the date the Environmental Protection
Agency publishes the notice of
availability in the Federal Register.

The Forest Service believes, at this
early stage, it is important to give
reviewers notice of several court rulings
related to public participation in the
environmental review process. First,
reviewers of draft environmental impact
statements must structure their
participation in the environmental
review of the proposal so that it is
meaningful and alerts an agency to the
reviewer’s position and contentions.
Vermont Yankee Nuclear Power Corp. v.
NRDC, 435 U.S. 519, 553 (1978). Also,
environmental objections that could be
raised at the draft environmental impact
statement stage but that are not raised
until after completion of the final
environmental impact statement may be
waived or dismissed by the courts. City
of Angoon v. Hodel, 803 F.2d 1016,
1022 (9th Cir. 1986) and Wisconsin
Heritages, Inc. v. Harris, 490 F. Supp.
1334, 1338 (E.D. Wis. 1980). Because of
these court rulings, it is very important
that those interested in this proposed
action participate by the close of the 45-
day comment period so that substantive
comments and objections are made
available to the Forest Service at a time
when it can meaningfully consider them
and respond to them in the final
environmental impact statement.

To assist the Forest Service in
identifying and considering issues and
concerns on the proposed action,
comments on the draft environmental
impact statement should be as specific
as possible. It is also helpful if
comments refer to specific pages or
chapters of the draft statement.
Comments may also address the
adequacy of the draft environmental
impact statement or the merits of the
alternatives formulated and discussed in
the statement. Reviewers may wish to
refer to the Council on Environmental
quality Regulations for implementing
the procedural provisions of the
National Environmental Policy Act at 40
CFR 1503.3 in addressing these points.

Comments received, including the
names and addresses of those who
comment, will be considered part of the
public record on this proposal and will
be available for public inspection.

(Authority: 40 CFR 1501.7 and 1508.22;
Forest Service Handbook 1909.15, Section
21)

Dated: August 3, 2004.
Frank V. Guzman,
District Ranger.
[FR Doc. 04—18218 Filed 8—9-04; 8:45 am)]
BILLING CODE 3410-11-M

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
Forest Service

Notice of Resource Advisory
Committee Meeting

AGENCY: Modoc Resource Advisory
Committee, Alturas, California, USDA
Forest Service.

ACTION: Notice of meeting.

SUMMARY: Pursuant to the authorities in
the Federal Advisory Committees Act
(Pub. L. 92—463) and under the Secure
Rural Schools and Community Self-
Determination Act of 2000 (Pub. L. 106—
393) the Modoc National Forest’s Modoc
Resource Advisory Committee will meet
Monday, August 30th, 2004, in Alturas,
California for business meetings. The
meetings are open to the public.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
business meeting August 30th begins at
6 pm., at the Modoc National Forest
Office, Conference Room, 800 West 12th
St., Alturas. Agenda topics will include
the review and rank order for projects
submitted for fiscal year 2005. Time will
also be set aside for public comments at
the beginning of the meeting.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION: Contact Stan
Sylva, Forest Supervisor and Designated
Federal Officer, at (530) 233—8700; or
Public Affairs Officer Nancy Gardner at
(530) 233-8713.

Stanley G. Sylva,

Forest Supervisor.

[FR Doc. 04-18217 Filed 8—9-04; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3410-11-P

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
Rural Utilities Service

Information Collection Activity;
Comment Request

AGENCY: Rural Utilities Service, USDA.

ACTION: Notice and request for
comments.

SUMMARY: In accordance with the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 (44
U.S.C. Chapter 35, as amended), the
Rural Utilities Service (RUS) invites
comments on this information
collection for which RUS intends to

request approval the Office of
Management and Budget (OMB).

DATES: Comments on this notice must be
received by October 12, 2004.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Richard C. Annan, Acting Director,
Program Development and Regulatory
Analysis, Rural Utilities Service, 1400
Independence Ave., SW., STOP 1522,
Room 5170 South Building,
Washington, DC 20250-1522.
Telephone: (202) 720-0784 FAX: (202)
720-4120.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The Office
of Management and Budget’s (OMB)
regulation (5 CFR 1320) implementing
provisions of the Paperwork Reduction
Act of 1995 (Pub. L. 104-13) requires
that interested members of the public
and affected agencies have an
opportunity to comment on information
collection and recordkeeping activities
(see 5 CFR 1320.8(d)). This notice
identifies an information collection that
RUS is submitting to OMB for
extension.

Comments are invited on: (a) Whether
the proposed collection of information
is necessary for the proper performance
of the functions of the Agency,
including whether the information will
have practical utility; (b) the accuracy of
the Agency’s estimate of the burden of
the proposed collection of information
including the validity of the
methodology and assumptions used; (c)
ways to enhance the quality, utility and
clarity of the information to be
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the
burden of the collection of information
on those who are to respond, including
through the use of appropriate
automated, electronic, mechanical, or
other technological collection
techniques or other forms of information
technology. Comments may be sent to:
Richard C. Annan, Acting Director,
Program Development and Regulatory
Analysis, Rural Utilities Service, U.S.
Department of Agriculture, STOP 1522,
Room 5170 South Building, 1400
Independence Ave., SW., Washington,
DC 20250-1522. FAX: (202) 720-4120.

Title: 7 CFR Part 1744, Subpart b,
“Lien Accommodations and
Subordination Policy”.

OMB Control Number: 0572-0126.

Type of Request: Extension of a
currently approved information
collection.

Abstract: Recent changes in the
telecommunications industry, including
deregulation and technological
developments, have caused Rural
Utilities Service (RUS) borrowers and
other organizations providing
telecommunications services to consider
undertaking projects that provide new
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telecommunications services and other
telecommunications services not
ordinarily financed by RUS. To facilitate
the financing of those projects and
services, this program helps to facilitate
funding from non-RUS sources in order
to meet the growing capital needs of
rural Local Exchange Carriers (LECs).

Estimate of Burden: Public reporting
burden for this collection of information
is estimated to average 1 hour per
response.

Respondents: Business or other for-
profit institutions.

Respondents: Business or other for-
profit and non-profit institutions.

Estimated Number of Respondents: 30

Estimated Number of Responses per
Respondent: 2.

Estimated Total Annual Burden on
Respondents: 23.

Copies of this information collection
can be obtained from MaryPat Daskal,
Program Development and Regulatory
Analysis, at (202) 720-7853, FAX: (202)
720-4120.

All responses to this notice will be
summarized and included in the request
for OMB approval. All comments will
also become a matter of public record.

Dated: August 5, 2004.
Blaine D. Stockton,
Acting Administrator, Rural Utilities Services.
[FR Doc. 04-18250 Filed 8—9-04; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3410-15-M

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
Rural Utilities Service

Seminole Electric Cooperative, Inc.;
Notice of Availability of an
Environmental Assessment

AGENCY: Rural Utilities Service, USDA.

ACTION: Notice of availability of an
environmental assessment.

SUMMARY: Notice is hereby given that
the Rural Utilities Service (RUS), an
agency delivering the U.S. Department
of Agriculture’s Rural Development
Utilities Programs, is issuing an
environmental assessment with respect
to the environmental impacts related to
the construction of a 310 megawatt,
simple-cycle electric generation facility
at Seminole Electric Cooperative’s
Payne Creek Generating Station. RUS
may provide financing assistance to
Seminole Electric Cooperative for the
project.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Bob
Quigel, Rural Utilities Service,
Engineering and Environmental Staff,
Stop 1571, 1400 Independence Avenue,
SW., Washington, DC 20250-1571,
telephone: (202) 720-0468. Mr. Quigel’s

e-mail address is bquigel@rus.usda.gov.
Information is also available from James
Frauen of Seminole Electric
Cooperative. Mr. Frauen may be
contacted by telephone at (813) 739—
1213. Mr. Frauen’s e-mail address is
jfrauen@seminole-electric.com.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Seminole
Electric Cooperative’s proposed electric
generation project will involve the
construction and operation of nominal
310 MW of simple-cycle combustion
turbine electric generating units and
associated support facilities at its
existing 1,300-acre Payne Creek
Generating Station site in Hardee and
Polk Counties, Florida. The proposed
electric generating facilities will consist
of five Pratt & Whitney (P&W) FT8-3
Twin Pac aeroderivative combustion
turbine units. Each Twin Pac unit will
consist of two simple-cycle combustion
turbines coupled with one common
electric generator with a nominal
generating capacity of 62 MW. The
proposed combustion turbine units and
associated substation will be
constructed in an approximately 8-acre
area located adjacent to the east of the
existing Payne Creek Generating Station
units. A small (i.e., 0.15-acre), isolated
freshwater marsh wetland, which will
be impacted by construction of the
proposed project, is present in the
southern portion of the area.

The Payne Creek Generating Station
site is located approximately 9 miles
northwest of the city of Wauchula, 16
miles south-southwest of the city of
Bartow, and 40 miles east of the Tampa
Bay area. The site is bordered on the
east by County Road 663, a CSX
Railroad line, and the CF Industries
Hardee Complex phosphate mine.

The simple-cycle combustion turbines
will be fired primarily with natural gas
via gas pipeline systems which
currently provide natural gas for the
existing Payne Creek Generating Station
units. Low-sulfur distillate fuel oil will
serve as backup fuel. The proposed
project will require the construction of
a new aboveground 1.4-million-gallon
fuel oil storage tank to be located
adjacent to the existing 1.4-million-
gallon storage tank within an expanded
spill containment area.

To facilitate interconnection of the
proposed project with the Florida power
grid, the existing 8-mile-long 230-kV
transmission line extending from the
Payne Creek Generating Station site to
the Vandolah Substation will be
upgraded. The line upgrade will consist
of replacing the existing conductors
with higher current-carrying
conductors. Also, both the associated
transmission line terminals and

switches will be upgraded. These
upgrades will not require any additional
right-of-way, replacement of any
transmission line structures, or any
expansion of the Vandolah substation.

Seminole Electric Cooperative
submitted an environmental analysis to
RUS which describes the project and
assesses its potential environmental
impacts. RUS has conducted an
independent evaluation of the
environmental analysis and believes
that it accurately assesses the potential
impacts of the proposed project. This
environmental analysis will serve as
RUS’ environmental assessment of the
project.

The environmental assessment can be
reviewed at Seminole Electric
Cooperative’s headquarters located at
16313 North Dale Mabry Highway,
Tampa, Florida 33618, and at the
headquarters of RUS at the address
provided above. The environmental
assessment is also available for review
at the Hardee County Library, 315 North
6th Street, Suite 114, Wauchula, Florida
33873, telephone (863) 773-6438 and
the Bartow Public Library, 2150 South
Broadway Avenue, Bartow, Florida
33830, telephone (863) 534—0131.

Questions and comments should be
sent to RUS at the address provided.
RUS will accept questions and
comments on the environmental
assessment for 30 days.

Any final action by RUS related to the
proposed project will be subject to, and
contingent upon, compliance with all
relevant Federal environmental laws
and regulations and completion of
environmental review procedures as
prescribed by the 7 CFR Part 1794,
Environmental Policies and Procedures.

Any final action by RUS related to the
proposed project will be subject to, and
contingent upon, compliance with all
relevant Federal environmental laws
and regulations and completion of
environmental review procedures as
prescribed by the 7 CFR Part 1794,
Environmental Policies and Procedures.

Dated: August 5, 2004.
Glendon D. Deal,
Director, Engineering and Environmental
Staff, Water and Environmental Programs.
[FR Doc. 04-18251 Filed 8—9-04; 8:45 am]

BILLING CODE 3410-15-P
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