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the west, Altamaha Sound to the south, 
and the Atlantic Ocean to the east. The 
island has only 300 acres of dune and 
beach along its narrow, 4-mile-long 
eastern shoreline. It fronts the ocean in 
the Altamaha River Delta and forms a 
physical barrier between Doboy Sound 
to the north and Altamaha Sound to the 
south. Tucked into the mouth of 
Altamaha Sound and directly south of 
Wolf Island are Egg and Little Egg 
Islands. They consist of 593 and 14 
acres in size, respectively, with 
extensive salt marsh and only 70 acres 
of upland. 

Wolf Island is one of seven refuges 
administered by the Savannah Coastal 
Refuges’ Complex. This chain of 
national wildlife refuges extends from 
Pinckney Island NWR near Hilton Head 
Island, South Carolina, to Wolf Island 
NWR near Darien, Georgia. Between 
these lie Savannah National Wildlife 
Refuge, the largest unit in the complex, 
and the Wassaw, Tybee, Harris Neck, 
and Blackbeard Island National Wildlife 
Refuges. Together they span a 100-mile 
coastline that encompasses a total of 
more than 56,000 acres. The Savannah 
Coastal Refuges’ Complex is 
administered from a headquarters office 
in Savannah, Georgia. 

We announce our decision and the 
availability of the final CCP and FONSI 
for Wolf Island NWR in accordance with 
the National Environmental Policy Act 
(NEPA) [40 CFR 1506.6(b)] 
requirements. We completed a thorough 
analysis of impacts on the human 
environment, which we included in the 
draft comprehensive conservation plan 
and environmental assessment. 

The compatibility determinations for 
(1) Hunting; (2) fishing; (3) wildlife 
observation and photography; (4) 
environmental education and 
interpretation; and (5) research are also 
available within the CCP. 

Background 
The National Wildlife Refuge System 

Improvement Act of 1997 (16 U.S.C. 
668dd–668ee) (Improvement Act), 
which amended the National Wildlife 
Refuge System Administration Act of 
1966, requires us to develop a CCP for 
each national wildlife refuge. The 
purpose for developing a CCP is to 
provide refuge managers with a 15-year 
plan for achieving refuge purposes and 
contributing toward the mission of the 
National Wildlife Refuge System, 
consistent with sound principles of fish 
and wildlife management, conservation, 
legal mandates, and our policies. In 
addition to outlining broad management 
direction on conserving wildlife and 
their habitats, CCPs identify wildlife- 
dependent recreational opportunities 

available to the public, including 
opportunities for hunting, fishing, 
wildlife observation, wildlife 
photography, and environmental 
education and interpretation. Currently, 
access to the refuge is limited and there 
is no public access allowed. This 
restriction limits the above activities to 
the waters near the refuge. We will 
review and update the CCP at least 
every15 years in accordance with the 
Improvement Act. 

Comments 
Approximately 200 copies of the Draft 

CCP/EA were made available for a 30- 
day public review period as announced 
in the Federal Register on June 12, 2008 
(73 FR 33451). Two written comments 
were received, one from a private 
citizen and one from a non- 
governmental organization. Both 
commenters supported the Service’s 
management direction. 

Selected Alternative 
After considering the comments we 

received and based on the sound 
professional judgment of the core 
planning team, we have selected 
Alternative C for implementation. This 
alternative is judged to be the most 
effective management action for meeting 
the purposes of the refuge by optimizing 
ecosystem management throughout the 
refuge. Under Alternative C, the refuge 
will practice ecosystem management, 
recognizing the ecological role of Wolf 
Island NWR within the interrelated 
Altamaha River Basin and coastal 
barrier island ecosystem. Human 
activities and natural processes within 
these ecosystems influence Wolf Island 
NWR in a variety of ways. Alternative 
C explicitly commits the Service to 
acknowledge these influences and 
cooperate with other stakeholders in 
ways that will ensure the continued 
protection and enhancement of the 
ecosystem’s natural resources. 

Under Alternative C, the refuge will 
strive to optimize its biological program, 
recognizing that there may be tradeoffs 
and opportunity costs between the 
various elements of the biological 
programs envisioned (it might not be 
possible to equally pursue and achieve 
all objectives simultaneously because of 
budgeting and staffing constraints or 
because of intrinsic conflicts between 
certain objectives). However, 
Alternative C emphasizes a broader 
ecosystem approach than the optional 
alternatives, which narrowly focused on 
the refuge. 

The refuge will conduct baseline 
inventorying and monitoring programs 
with several partners to investigate 
threats and opportunities within the 

ecosystem as they may impact refuge 
goals and objectives. Resource 
protection within the ecosystem will be 
intensified. Control of invasive species 
will commence and efforts will be made 
to reduce beach erosion. Service staff 
will work with partners to manage and 
improve habitats within the ecosystem. 

Authority: This notice is published under 
the authority of the National Wildlife Refuge 
System Improvement Act of 1997, Public 
Law 105–57. 

Dated: September 12, 2008. 
Cynthia K. Dohner, 
Acting Regional Director. 
[FR Doc. E8–26370 Filed 11–4–08; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 4310–55–P 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

Bureau of Land Management 

[F–14905–A, F–14905–A2; AK–965–1410– 
KC–P] 

Alaska Native Claims Selection 

AGENCY: Bureau of Land Management, 
Interior. 
ACTION: Notice of decision approving 
lands for conveyance. 

SUMMARY: As required by 43 CFR 
2650.7(d), notice is hereby given that an 
appealable decision approving lands for 
conveyance pursuant to the Alaska 
Native Claims Settlement Act will be 
issued to Chinuruk Incorporated. The 
lands are in the vicinity of Nightmute, 
Alaska, and are located in: 

Seward Meridian, Alaska 

T. 5 N., R. 87 W., 
Secs. 3 to 10, inclusive; 
Secs. 15 to 22, inclusive. 
Containing approximately 9,802 acres. 

T. 6 N., R. 87 W., 
Secs. 29 to 33, inclusive. 
Containing approximately 3,073 acres. 
Aggregating approximately 12,875 acres. 

These lands lie entirely within 
Clarence Rhode National Wildlife 
Range, established January 20, 1969. 
The subsurface estate will be reserved to 
the United States in the conveyance to 
Chinuruk Incorporated. Notice of the 
decision will also be published four 
times in the Tundra Drums. 
DATES: The time limits for filing an 
appeal are: 

1. Any party claiming a property 
interest which is adversely affected by 
the decision shall have until December 
5, 2008 to file an appeal. 

2. Parties receiving service of the 
decision by certified mail shall have 30 
days from the date of receipt to file an 
appeal. 
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Parties who do not file an appeal in 
accordance with the requirements of 43 
CFR Part 4, Subpart E, shall be deemed 
to have waived their rights. 
ADDRESSES: A copy of the decision may 
be obtained from: Bureau of Land 
Management, Alaska State Office, 222 
West Seventh Avenue, #13, Anchorage, 
Alaska 99513–7504. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, CONTACT: The 
Bureau of Land Management by phone 
at 907–271–5960, or by e-mail at 
ak.blm.conveyance@ak.blm.gov. Persons 
who use a telecommunication device 
(TTD) may call the Federal Information 
Relay Service (FIRS) at 1–800–877– 
8330, 24 hours a day, seven days a 
week, to contact the Bureau of Land 
Management. 

Robert Childers, 
Land Law Examiner, Land Transfer 
Adjudication II. 
[FR Doc. E8–26371 Filed 11–4–08; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 4310–JA–P 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

National Park Service 

Notice of Intent to Repatriate a Cultural 
Item: U.S. Department of Defense, 
Army Corps of Engineers, Portland 
District, Portland, OR and University of 
Oregon Museum of Natural and 
Cultural History, Eugene, OR 

AGENCY: National Park Service, Interior. 
ACTION: Notice. 

Notice is here given in accordance 
with the Native American Graves 
Protection and Repatriation Act 
(NAGPRA), 25 U.S.C. 3005, of the intent 
to repatriate a cultural item, for which 
the University of Oregon Museum of 
Natural and Cultural History, Eugene, 
OR, and U.S. Department of Defense, 
Army Corps of Engineers, Portland 
District, Portland, OR, have joint 
responsibility, that meets the definition 
of ‘‘unassociated funerary object’’ under 
25 U.S.C. 3001. 

This notice is published as part of the 
National Park Service’s administrative 
responsibilities under NAGPRA, 25 
U.S.C. 3003 (d)(3). The determinations 
in this notice are the sole responsibility 
of the museum, institution, or Federal 
agency that has control of the cultural 
items. The National Park Service is not 
responsible for the determinations in 
this notice. 

In 1962, one cultural item was 
removed from site 45–KL–15, Klickitat 
County, WA, during excavations 
conducted by the University of Oregon 
prior to construction of the John Day 
Dam. The cultural item was accessioned 

by the University of Oregon Museum in 
1962. The single unassociated funerary 
object is a copper bracelet. 

The object was collected from the 
surface of an unidentified burial area 
associated with site 45–KL–15. No other 
materials were retrieved from this part 
of the site. Site 45–KL–15 consists of 
separate, severely-eroded and 
vandalized habitation and burial areas 
located along the now-inundated, north 
side shoreline of the Columbia River. 
Although no dates of occupation were 
obtained by the researchers, eyewitness 
accounts and cultural material observed 
in other portions of the site suggest the 
burial area was used during the late 
prehistoric through recent Historic 
times. The object appears to date from 
the Historic period. Excavation and 
museum documentation indicate that 
the copper bracelet is consistent with 
cultural items typically found in context 
with Columbia Plateau Native American 
burials characteristic of the Mid- 
Columbia River Basin. 

Oral histories and published 
ethnographic documentation indicate 
that site 45–KL–15 is located within the 
traditional territory of Sahaptin- 
speaking groups represented by the 
present-day Confederated Tribes of the 
Warm Springs Reservation of Oregon 
and Confederated Tribes and Bands of 
the Yakama Nation, Washington. Per the 
1855 Treaty with the Tribes of Middle 
Oregon, the Confederated Tribes of the 
Warm Springs Reservation of Oregon 
signers were comprised of three 
Chinookan-speaking Wasco bands and 
four Sahaptin-speaking Warm Springs 
bands. The Uto-Aztecan-speaking 
Northern Paiutes, also part of the 
Confederated Tribes of the Warm 
Springs Reservation of Oregon, joined 
the confederation in the 1870s. The 
Wasco and Warm Springs bands 
traditionally occupied the south shore 
of the Columbia River and its tributaries 
from Cascade Locks to just east of the 
present-day city of Arlington, OR. The 
14 Sahaptin, Salish and Chinookan- 
speaking tribes and bands of the 
Confederated Tribes and Bands of the 
Yakama Nation, Washington 
traditionally lived on the Washington 
side of the Columbia River between the 
eastern flanks of the Cascade Range and 
the lower reaches of the Yakima River 
drainage. 

Officials of the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers, Portland District have 
determined that, pursuant to 25 U.S.C. 
3001 (3)(B), the cultural item described 
above is reasonably believed to have 
been placed with or near individual 
human remains at the time of death or 
later as part of the death rite or 
ceremony and is believed, by a 

preponderance of the evidence, to have 
been removed from a specific burial site 
of a Native American individual. 
Officials of the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers, Portland District have also 
determined that, pursuant to 25 U.S.C. 
3001 (2), there is a relationship of 
shared group identity that can be 
reasonably traced between the 
unassociated funerary object and the 
Confederated Tribes of the Warm 
Springs Reservation of Oregon and/or 
Confederated Tribes and Bands of the 
Yakama Nation, Washington. 

Representatives of any other Indian 
tribe that believes itself to be culturally 
affiliated with the unassociated funerary 
object should contact Daniel Mulligan, 
NAGPRA Coordinator, Environmental 
Resources Branch, U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers, Portland District, P.O. Box 
2946, Portland, OR 97208–2946, 
telephone (503) 808–4768, before 
December 5, 2008. Repatriation of the 
unassociated funerary object to the 
Confederated Tribes of the Warm 
Springs Reservation of Oregon and/or 
the Confederated Tribes and Bands of 
the Yakama Nation, Washington may 
proceed after that date if no additional 
claimants come forward. 

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, 
Portland District is responsible for 
notifying the Confederated Tribes of the 
Warm Springs Reservation of Oregon 
and Confederated Tribes and Bands of 
the Yakama Nation, Washington that 
this notice has been published. 

Dated: October 21, 2008. 
Sherry Hutt, 
Manager, National NAGPRA Program. 
[FR Doc. E8–26349 Filed 11–4–08; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 4312–50–S 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

National Park Service 

Notice of Intent to Repatriate Cultural 
Items: U.S. Department of the Interior, 
National Park Service, Delaware Water 
Gap National Recreation Area, 
Bushkill, PA 

AGENCY: National Park Service, Interior. 
ACTION: Notice. 

Notice is here given in accordance 
with the Native American Graves 
Protection and Repatriation Act 
(NAGPRA), 25 U.S.C. 3005, of the intent 
to repatriate cultural items in the 
possession of the U.S. Department of the 
Interior, National Park Service, 
Delaware Water Gap National 
Recreation Area, Bushkill, PA, that meet 
the definition of ‘‘unassociated funerary 
objects’’ under 25 U.S.C. 3001. 

VerDate Aug<31>2005 17:24 Nov 04, 2008 Jkt 217001 PO 00000 Frm 00056 Fmt 4703 Sfmt 4703 E:\FR\FM\05NON1.SGM 05NON1hs
ro

bi
ns

on
 o

n 
P

R
O

D
1P

C
76

 w
ith

 N
O

T
IC

E
S


		Superintendent of Documents
	2023-05-02T02:16:20-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




