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order flow directed to the Exchange will
benefit all market participants and
improve competition on the Exchange.

The proposed elimination of the
FAANG Rebate currently available to
Floor Brokers likewise does not impose
an unfair burden on competition as it
failed to achieve its intended goal of
encouraging Floor Brokers to bring
FAANG business to the Trading Floor
and applies equally to all similarly
situated Floor Brokers.

The Exchange does not believe that
the proposed change will impair the
ability of any market participants or
competing order execution venues to
maintain their competitive standing in
the financial markets. Further, the
proposed Rebate would be applied to all
similarly situated participants (i.e.,
Market Maker organizations), and, as
such, the proposed change would not
impose a disparate burden on
competition either among or between
classes of market participants.

C. Self-Regulatory Organization’s
Statement on Comments on the
Proposed Rule Change Received From
Members, Participants, or Others

No written comments were solicited
or received with respect to the proposed
rule change.

I11. Date of Effectiveness of the
Proposed Rule Change and Timing for
Commission Action

The foregoing rule change is effective
upon filing pursuant to Section
19(b)(3)(A) © of the Act and
subparagraph (f)(2) of Rule 19b—4 10
thereunder, because it establishes a due,
fee, or other charge imposed by the
Exchange.

At any time within 60 days of the
filing of such proposed rule change, the
Commission summarily may
temporarily suspend such rule change if
it appears to the Commission that such
action is necessary or appropriate in the
public interest, for the protection of
investors, or otherwise in furtherance of
the purposes of the Act. If the
Commission takes such action, the
Commission shall institute proceedings
under Section 19(b)(2)(B) 1?1 of the Act to
determine whether the proposed rule
change should be approved or
disapproved.

IV. Solicitation of Comments

Interested persons are invited to
submit written data, views, and
arguments concerning the foregoing,
including whether the proposed rule

915 U.S.C. 78s(b)(3)(A).
1017 CFR 240.19b—4(f)(2).
1115 U.S.C. 78s(b)(2)(B).

change is consistent with the Act.
Comments may be submitted by any of
the following methods:

Electronic Comments

e Use the Commission’s internet
comment form (http://www.sec.gov/
rules/sro.shtml); or

e Send an email to rule-comments@
sec.gov. Please include File Number SR—
NYSEARCA-2018-99 on the subject
line.

Paper Comments

e Send paper comments in triplicate

to Secretary, Securities and Exchange
Commission, 100 F Street NE,
Washington, DC 20549-1090.
All submissions should refer to File
Number SR-NYSEARCA-2018-99. This
file number should be included on the
subject line if email is used. To help the
Commission process and review your
comments more efficiently, please use
only one method. The Commission will
post all comments on the Commission’s
internet website (http://www.sec.gov/
rules/sro.shtml). Copies of the
submission, all subsequent
amendments, all written statements
with respect to the proposed rule
change that are filed with the
Commission, and all written
communications relating to the
proposed rule change between the
Commission and any person, other than
those that may be withheld from the
public in accordance with the
provisions of 5 U.S.C. 552, will be
available for website viewing and
printing in the Commission’s Public
Reference Room, 100 F Street NE,
Washington, DC 20549 on official
business days between the hours of
10:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m. Copies of such
filing also will be available for
inspection and copying at the principal
office of the Exchange. All comments
received will be posted without change.
Persons submitting comments are
cautioned that we do not redact or edit
personal identifying information from
comment submissions. You should
submit only information that you wish
to make available publicly. All
submissions should refer to File
Number SR-NYSEARCA-2018-99, and
should be submitted on or before
February 22, 2019.

For the Commission, by the Division of

Trading and Markets, pursuant to delegated
authority.12

Eduardo A. Aleman,

Deputy Secretary.

[FR Doc. 2019-01384 Filed 2—-6-19; 8:45 am)]
BILLING CODE 8011-01-P

1217 CFR 200.30-3(a)(12).
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COMMISSION

Proposed Collection; Comment
Request

Upon Written Request, Copies Available
From: Securities and Exchange
Commission, Office of FOIA Services,
100 F Street NE, Washington, DC
20549-2736

Extension:
Rule 206(4)-2, SEC File No. 270-217, OMB
Control No. 3235-0241

Notice is hereby given that pursuant
to the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995
(44 U.S.C. 3501 et seq.), the Securities
and Exchange Commission
(“Commission”) is soliciting comments
on the collection of information
summarized below. The Commission
plans to submit this collection of
information to the Office of
Management and Budget (“OMB”) for
extension and approval.

Rule 206(4)—2 (17 CFR 275.206(4)-2)
under the Investment Advisers Act of
1940 (15 U.S.C. 80b-1 et seq.) governs
the custody of funds or securities of
clients by Commission-registered
investment advisers. Rule 206(4)-2
requires each registered investment
adviser that has custody of client funds
or securities to maintain those client
funds or securities with a broker-dealer,
bank or other “qualified custodian.” 1
The rule requires the adviser to
promptly notify clients as to the place
and manner of custody, after opening an
account for the client and following any
changes.2 If an adviser sends account
statements to its clients, it must insert
a legend in the notice and in subsequent
account statements sent to those clients
urging them to compare the account
statements from the custodian with
those from the adviser.? The adviser
also must have a reasonable basis, after
due inquiry, for believing that the
qualified custodian maintaining client
funds and securities sends account
statements directly to the advisory
clients, and undergo an annual surprise
examination by an independent public
accountant to verify client assets
pursuant to a written agreement with
the accountant that specifies certain
duties.# Unless client assets are
maintained by an independent
custodian (i.e., a custodian that is not
the adviser itself or a related person),
the adviser also is required to obtain or
receive a report of the internal controls
relating to the custody of those assets
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from an independent public accountant
that is registered with and subject to
regular inspection by the Public
Company Accounting Oversight Board
(“PCAOB”).5

The rule exempts advisers from the
rule with respect to clients that are
registered investment companies.
Advisers to limited partnerships,
limited liability companies and other
pooled investment vehicles are excepted
from the account statement delivery and
deemed to comply with the annual
surprise examination requirement if the
limited partnerships, limited liability
companies or pooled investment
vehicles are subject to annual audit by
an independent public accountant
registered with, and subject to regular
inspection by the PCAOB, and the
audited financial statements are
distributed to investors in the pools.®
The rule also provides an exception to
the surprise examination requirement
for advisers that have custody because
they have authority to deduct advisory
fees from client accounts and advisers
that have custody solely because a
related person holds the adviser’s client
assets and the related person is
operationally independent of the
adviser.”

Advisory clients use this information
to confirm proper handling of their
accounts. The Commission’s staff uses
the information obtained through this
collection in its enforcement, regulatory
and examination programs. Without the
information collected under the rule,
the Commission would be less efficient
and effective in its programs and clients
would not have information valuable for
monitoring an adviser’s handling of
their accounts.

The respondents to this information
collection are investment advisers
registered with the Commission and
have custody of clients’ funds or
securities. We estimate that 7,216
advisers would be subject to the
information collection burden under
rule 206(4)-2. The number of responses
under rule 206(4)-2 will vary
considerably depending on the number
of clients for which an adviser has
custody of funds or securities, and the
number of investors in pooled
investment vehicles that the adviser
manages. It is estimated that the average
number of responses annually for each
respondent would be 6,830, and an
average time of 0.00500 hour per
response. The annual aggregate burden
for all respondents to the requirements

5Rule 206(4)-2(a)(6).
6Rule 206(4)-2(b)(4).
7Rule 206(4)-2(b)(3), (b)(6).

of rule 206(4)-2 is estimated to be
246,532 hours.

The estimated average burden hours
are made solely for purposes of the
Paperwork Reduction Act and are not
derived from a comprehensive or even
representative survey or study of the
cost of Commission rules and forms.

Written comments are invited on: (a)
Whether the proposed collection of
information is necessary for the proper
performance of the functions of the
agency, including whether the
information shall have practical utility;
(b) the accuracy of the agency’s estimate
of the burden of the proposed collection
of information; (c) ways to enhance the
quality, utility, and clarity of the
information to be collected; and (d)
ways to minimize the burden of the
collection of information on
respondents, including through the use
of automated collection techniques or
other forms of information technology.
Consideration will be given to
comments and suggestions submitted in
writing within 60 days of this
publication.

Please direct your written comments
to Charles Riddle, Acting Chief
Information Officer, Securities and
Exchange Commission, c/o Candace
Kenner, 100 F Street NE, Washington,
DC 20549; or send an email to: PRA
Mailbox@sec.gov.

Dated: February 1, 2019.
Eduardo A. Aleman,
Deputy Secretary.
[FR Doc. 2019-01376 Filed 2-6—19; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 8011-01-P
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2018-102]

Self-Regulatory Organizations; Nasdaq
ISE, LLC; Notice of Filing and
Immediate Effectiveness of a Proposed
Rule Change To Amend the
Exchange’s Provisions for Excluding a
Day From its Pricing Tier Calculations

February 1, 2019.

Pursuant to Section 19(b)(1) of the
Securities Exchange Act of 1934
(“Act”),* and Rule 19b—4 thereunder,?
notice is hereby given that on December
21, 2018, Nasdaq ISE, LLC (“ISE” or
“Exchange”) filed with the Securities
and Exchange Commission
(“Commission”) the proposed rule
change as described in Items [, II, and
111, below, which Items have been

115 U.S.C. 78s(b)(1).
217 CFR 240.19b—4.

prepared by the Exchange. The
Commission is publishing this notice to
solicit comments on the proposed rule
change from interested persons.

I. Self-Regulatory Organization’s
Statement of the Terms of Substance of
the Proposed Rule Change

The Exchange proposes to amend the
Exchange’s provisions for excluding a
day from its pricing tier calculations.

The text of the proposed rule change
is available on the Exchange’s website at
http://ise.cchwallstreet.com/, at the
principal office of the Exchange, and at
the Commission’s Public Reference
Room.

II. Self-Regulatory Organization’s
Statement of the Purpose of, and
Statutory Basis for, the Proposed Rule
Change

In its filing with the Commission, the
Exchange included statements
concerning the purpose of and basis for
the proposed rule change and discussed
any comments it received on the
proposed rule change. The text of these
statements may be examined at the
places specified in Item IV below. The
Exchange has prepared summaries, set
forth in sections A, B, and C below, of
the most significant aspects of such
statements.

A. Self-Regulatory Organization’s
Statement of the Purpose of, and
Statutory Basis for, the Proposed Rule
Change

1. Purpose

The purpose of the proposed rule
change is to amend the Exchange’s
provisions for excluding a day from its
pricing tier calculations. First, the
Exchange is standardizing its practice
for removing a day from volume
calculations in its Pricing Schedule with
its affiliated options market, Nasdaq
PHLX LLC (“Phlx”).3 Second, the
Exchange is making similar changes to
its rule for removing a day from Market
Maker Plus tiers. Each change is
discussed below.

Background

To avoid penalizing members when
aberrant low volume days result from
systems or other issues at the Exchange,
or where the Exchange closes early for
holiday observance, the Exchange
currently has language in its Pricing
Schedule allowing it to exclude certain
days from its average daily volume

3 See Phlx Pricing Schedule, Options 7, Section
1(b). The Exchange’s other affiliated options
markets, Nasdaq GEMX, Nasdaq MRX, Nasdaq BX,
and The Nasdaq Options Market will also file
similar rule change proposals to conform to Phlx’s
rule.
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