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spokespersons or persons associated
with the candidates in the campaign;
and

(4) Bona fide newscasts, bona fide
news interviews, and on-the-spot cov-
erage of bona fide news events (includ-
ing commentary or analysis contained
in the foregoing programs, but, the
provisions of paragraph (a) of this sec-
tion shall be applicable to editorials of
the cable television system operator).

§76.1613 Political editorials.

Where a cable television system oper-
ator, in an editorial endorses or op-
poses a legally qualified candidate or
candidates, the system operator shall,
within 24 hours of the editorial, trans-
mit the following to the other qualified
candidate or candidates for the same
office or the candidate opposed in the
editorial:

(a) Notification of the date, time, and
channel of the editorial;

(b) A script or tape of the editorial;
and

(c) An offer of a reasonable oppor-
tunity for a candidate or a spokesman
of the candidate to respond over the
system’s facilities: Provided, however,
that where such editorials are cable-
cast within 72 hours prior to the day of
the election, the system operator shall
comply with the provisions of this
paragraph sufficiently far in advance of
the broadcast to enable the candidate
or candidates to have a reasonable op-
portunity to prepare a response and to
present it in a timely fashion.

§76.1614 Identification of must-carry
signals.

A cable operator shall respond in
writing within 30 days to any written
request by any person for the identi-
fication of the signals carried on its
system in fulfillment of the must-carry
requirements of §76.56.

§76.1615 Sponsorship identification.

(@) When a cable television system
operator engaged in origination
cablecasting presents any matter for
which money, service, or other valu-
able consideration is either directly or
indirectly paid or promised to, or
charged or accepted by such cable tele-
vision system operator, the cable tele-
vision system operator, at the time of

§76.1615

the cablecast, shall announce that such
matter is sponsored, paid for, or fur-
nished, either in whole or in part, and
by whom or on whose behalf such con-
sideration was supplied: Provided, how-
ever, that ‘‘service or other valuable
consideration’ shall not include any
service or property furnished either
without or at a nominal charge for use
on, or in connection with, a cablecast
unless it is so furnished in consider-
ation for an identification of any per-
son, product, service, trademark, or
brand name beyond an identification
reasonably related to the use of such
service or property on the cablecast.
For the purposes of this section, the
term ‘“‘sponsored” shall be deemed to
have the same meaning as ‘‘paid for.”
In the case of any political advertise-
ment cablecast under this paragraph
that concerns candidates for public of-
fice, the sponsor shall be identified
with letters equal to or greater than
four (4) percent of the vertical picture
height that air for not less than four (4)
seconds.

(b) Each cable television system op-
erator engaged in origination
cablecasting shall exercise reasonable
diligence to obtain from employees,
and from other persons with whom the
system operator deals directly in con-
nection with any matter for
cablecasting, information to enable
such system operator to make the an-
nouncement required by this section.

(c) In the case of any political origi-
nation cablecast matter or any origina-
tion cablecast matter involving the
discussion of public controversial
issues for which any film, record, tran-
scription, talent, script, or other mate-
rial or service of any kind is furnished,
either directly or indirectly, to a cable
television system operator as an in-
ducement for cablecasting such matter,
an announcement shall be made both
at the beginning and conclusion of such
cablecast on which such material or
service is used that such film, record,
transcription, talent, script, or other
material or service has been furnished
to such cable television system oper-
ator in connection with the trans-
mission of such cablecast matter: Pro-
vided, however, that in the case of any
cablecast of 5 minutes’ duration or
less, only one such announcement need
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