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Federal Communications Commission § 97.509 

Subpart F—Qualifying Examination 
Systems 

§ 97.501 Qualifying for an amateur op-
erator license. 

Each applicant must pass an exam-
ination for a new amateur operator li-
cense grant and for each change in op-
erator class. Each applicant for the 
class of operator license grant specified 
below must pass, or otherwise receive 
examination credit for, the following 
examination elements: 

(a) Amateur Extra Class operator: 
Elements 2, 3, and 4; 

(b) General Class operator: Elements 
2 and 3; 

(c) Technician Class operator: Ele-
ment 2. 

[65 FR 6550, Feb. 10, 2000, as amended at 72 
FR 3082, Jan. 24, 2007] 

§ 97.503 Element standards. 
A written examination must be such 

as to prove that the examinee possesses 
the operational and technical quali-
fications required to perform properly 
the duties of an amateur service li-

censee. Each written examination must 
be comprised of a question set as fol-
lows: 

(a) Element 2: 35 questions con-
cerning the privileges of a Technician 
Class operator license. The minimum 
passing score is 26 questions answered 
correctly. 

(b) Element 3: 35 questions con-
cerning the privileges of a General 
Class operator license. The minimum 
passing score is 26 questions answered 
correctly. 

(c) Element 4: 50 questions con-
cerning the privileges of an Amateur 
Extra Class operator license. The min-
imum passing score is 37 questions an-
swered correctly. 

[54 FR 25857, June 20, 1989, as amended at 61 
FR 41019, Aug. 7, 1996; 65 FR 6550, Feb. 10, 
2000; 72 FR 3082, Jan. 24, 2007] 

§ 97.505 Element credit. 

(a) The administering VEs must give 
credit as specified below to an exam-
inee holding any of the following li-
cense grants: 

Operator class Unexpired (or within the renewal 
grace period) 

Expired and beyond the renewal 
grace period 

(1) Amateur Extra ............................................... Not applicable ..................................... Elements 3 and 4. 
(2) Advanced; General; or Technician granted 

before March 21, 1987.
Elements 2 and 3 ............................... Element 3. 

(3) Technician Plus; or Technician granted on 
or after March 21, 1987.

Element 2 ............................................ No credit. 

(b) The administering VEs must give 
credit to an examinee holding a CSCE 
for each element the CSCE indicates 
the examinee passed within the pre-
vious 365 days. 

[79 FR 35291, June 20, 2014] 

§ 97.507 Preparing an examination. 

(a) Each written question set admin-
istered to an examinee must be pre-
pared by a VE holding an Amateur 
Extra Class operator license. A written 
question set may also be prepared for 
the following elements by a VE holding 
an operator license of the class indi-
cated: 

(1) Element 3: Advanced Class oper-
ator. 

(2) Element 2: Advanced or General 
class operators. 

(b) Each question set administered to 
an examinee must utilize questions 
taken from the applicable question 
pool. 

(c) Each written question set admin-
istered to an examinee for an amateur 
operator license must be prepared, or 
obtained from a supplier, by the admin-
istering VEs according to instructions 
from the coordinating VEC. 

[54 FR 25857, June 20, 1989, as amended at 58 
FR 29126, May 19, 1993; 59 FR 54834, Nov. 2, 
1994; 65 FR 6551, Feb. 10, 2000; 69 FR 24997, 
May 5, 2004; 79 FR 35291, June 20, 2014; 79 FR 
52226, Sept. 3, 2014] 

§ 97.509 Administering VE require-
ments. 

(a) Each examination for an amateur 
operator license must be administered 
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